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PREFACE. 


" inquire,  I  pray  thee,  of  the  former  age,  and  prepare  thyself  to  the 

search  of  their  fathers."— Job  8 : 8. 

"  Remember  the  days  of  old,  consider  the  years  of  many  generations :  ask  thy 
father,  he  will  shew  thee ;  thy  elders,  and  they  will  tell  thee." — Deut.  32  : 7. 

It  is  now  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  the  compilation 
of  this  work  was  commenced  in  good  earnest,  with  a  determined 
purpose  to  carry  it  through  if  life  was  spared  sufficiently  long.  What 
led  up  to  this  work  indirectly  was  what  my  Uncle  Martin  was  wont 
to  tell  me  about  my  Grandfather  Martin,  in  which  I  became  most 
deeply  interested,  but  never  satisfied;  the  fact  was  always  in  mind: 
"  more  to  learn,"  and  the  more  I  learned  only  intensified  my  desire 
to  learn  more;  but  how  to  accomplish  this  I  did  not  know.  My 
uncle  was  not  able,  or  did  not  pilot  me  on  my  way  any  farther  back 
on  the  Genealogical  line  than  his  own  father,  my  Grandfather  Mar- 
tin. Availing  myself  of  all  that  he  could  furnish  me,  I  began  a  sys- 
tematic, careful  study  of  his  life,  using  every  facility  afforded;  prog- 
ress was  slow,  but  progress  was  made,  and  in  proportion  to  the 
progress  made  was  the  desire  intensified  to  have  as  complete  a  his- 
tory of  the  name  and  race  as  time,  study  and  research  could  com- 
pile. Having  reached  this  point,  the  work  was  systematically  begun. 
The  origin  of  the  name  was  made  a  careful  study  for  years.  No 
pains  were  spared  on  the  work.  Libraries  were  searched;  promi- 
nent and  distinguished  men  and  scholars  were  employed  in  the 
translation  of  German  and  French  history  of  the  name,  whose 
ability  is  beyond  dispute.  The  name  was  traced  into  Germany, 
France,  Denmark,  England  and  America. 

We  find  John  Severans  in  Ipswich,  England,  in  1634,  where  he 
married  Abigail  Kimball,  the  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ursula 
(Scott)  Kimball,  who  sailed  in  the  ship  "Elizabeth"  with  their 
family  on  that  date  for  New  England.  John  and  wife  follow 
later.  We  find  them  in  Boston  in  1637,  but  soon  after  in  Salisbury 
— one  of  the  very  first  settlers  there.  At  this  point  the  study  of  his 
colonial  life  began.  Early  records  were  carefully,  critically  and 
extensively  examined  by  those  skilled  in  genealogical  research, 
whose  efforts  were  satisfactorily  successful.  His  manner  of  life,  his 
occupation,  his  standing  among  his  fellows  in  the  plantation,  were 
all  made  a  careful  study,  that  the  history  of  his  life  might  be  as 
complete  as  possible.  Having  reached  this  point  in  our  research 
and  study,  our  work  practically  stopped  with  the  record  of  his 
family. 
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The  next  step  taken  was  to  issue  blanks  to  be  filled  up  with 
family  records  which  were  sent  abroad  on  their  mission.  These 
brought  in  the  records  of  the  families,  oftentimes  running  back  as 
far  as  great-grandfather.  These  blanks  served  the  purpose  of  insur- 
ing correctness,  being  copies  of  the  original  family  record,  and  in  so 
far  as  these  returns  are  correct,  just  so  far  the  book  will  be  found 
correct  and  beyond  cavil;  but  if  errors  are  found  they  must  be  charge- 
able to  the  family  record,  not  the  compiler,  for  the  book  is  a  true 
copy  of  the  records  sent  in. 

The  space  left  to  be  bridged  between  the  family  records  sent  to 
the  compiler  and  the  family  of  John  Severans,  Sr.,  proved  by  far  the 
most  difficult  and  arduous  work  of  all;  for  this  state,  county  and 
town  records  were  called  into  requisition;  church  and  society  records 
invoked,  and  even  cemeteries  have  not  been  silent,  having  donated 
their  records  of  the  sleeping  dust. 

The  amount  of  time  and  labor  given  to  the  work  of  compilation 
cannot  be  estimated.  More  than  1,500  letters  of  inquiry  were  written 
and  sent  out,  and  probably  a  like  or  greater  number  received,  the 
contents  of  which  were  carefully  noted  and  duly  arranged,  and  the 
letters  filed  for  reference,  and  so  the  work  went  on,  having  in  exer- 
cise all  the  while  especial  care  that  every  name  and  date  was  correct. 
One  of  the  chief  difficulties  here  met  with  was  careless  writing — 
words  utterly  impossible  to  decipher  satisfactorily;  without  doubt 
some  errors  have  crept  in  through  this  means,  wholly  unavoidable. 
Let  an  especial  note  be  made  of  this  fact  by  all  those  who  may 
chance  to  make  such  a  discovery,  and  then  ask  themselves,  "Is  it  I?" 

The  question  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  some,  "  Does  such  a 
work  pay?"  If  so,  we  ask  what  does  any  one  live  for,  or  desire  to 
live,  unless  it  be  to  leave  a  name  and  memory  that  shall  be  handed 
down  as  a  precious  legacy  to  generations  that  shall  come  after  him? 
To  die  and  be  forgotten  is  most  deplorable;  names  may  be  cherished 
and  loved  for  generations,  but  deeds,  however  good,  are  lost  sooner 
or  later,  unless  they  are  made  to  live  on  the  lettered  page.  Tradi- 
tion soon  becomes  unreliable  and  uncertain,  and  in  consequence 
multiplied  deeds  of  a  noble  life  pass  into  oblivion  as  a  result. 

It  becomes  a  matter  for  especial  congratulation  that  not  a  single 
name  has  been  found  in  the  long  line  of  250  years  who  has  been  an 
inmate  of  the  penitentiary;  very  few  who  ever  indulged  in  the  use 
of  intoxicating  liquors.  As  a  general  thing  they  have  been  profes- 
sors of  religion  and  active  members  of  some  Protestant  church. 
Not  one  who  has  not  had  a  fair  business  education  in  his  day  has 
been  found.  The  name  has  represented  all  the  different  professions 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  All  the  varied  offices  from  the  United 
States  Senate  down  through  state  and  town  have  been  so  repre- 
sented from  the  first  to  the  last,  but  by  no  means  least.     There  has 
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not  been  a  conflict,  during  the  Colonial,  Constitutional  or  Revolu- 
tionary periods  of  the  country's  existence,  in  which  more  or  less  of 
the  name  have  not  been  engaged,  especially  so  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary and  every  war  since,  save  the  Mexican,  in  which  it  is  not 
known  as  there  was  one.  In  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  it  had  its  full 
quota  of  representatives  in  the  ranks,  but  not  a  "  copperhead  "  to  be 
found. 

The  study  of  genealogy  has  important,  scientific  and  moral  uses. 
It  summons  the  past  to  interpret  the  lives  of  men  with  respect  to 
physical,  mental  and  moral  character.  It  shows  how  the  past  has 
poured  itself  into  our  present  life.  It  embalms  in  the  memory  of 
the  living  the  lessons,  examples  and  obligations  of  an  honorable 
lineage,  and  places  before  us  an  image  of  our  ancestors,  to  become 
an  inspiration  and  benediction  to  our  own  lives — though  dead,  yet 
they  speak.  We  would  that  this  work  was  complete  in  all  its 
details;  but  it  is  not,  though  every  effort  has  been  put  forth  to  make 
it  so;  but  such  as  it  is,  it  is  now  sent  out  as  a  memorial  of  the  lives 
and  virtues  of  our  ancestors  and  kindred,  which,  while  it  may  be  no 
mean  offering  of  their  worth,  may  also  be  to  the  descendants  full  of 
inspiration  to  piety  and  patriotism  as  they  trace  their  lineage  from 
the  self-sacrificing  founders  of  civilization,  and  the  brave  and  stead- 
fast defenders  of  freedom  in  this  New  World. 


ABBREVIATIONS. 

b. 

for  born. 

d. 

"    died. 

m. 

"    married. 

unm 

"    unmarried. 

dau. 

"    daughter. 

Coll. 

"    College. 

Rep. 

"    Representative. 

bap. 

"    baptised. 

Ch. 

"    Church. 

PLAN  AND  ARRANGEMENT. 

A  copious  index  will  indicate  the  page  on  which  any  desired 
name  will  be  found.    The  figure  or  figures  opposite  such  name  will  in- 
dicate the  page  where  it  will  be  found.    Turn  to  that  page.    We  will 
suppose  you  want  to  find  the  name  of  Daniel,  you  will  find  it  thus: 
(6)  Daniel  Severance,4  (Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1) 

CHILDREN. 

1  Sarah,6  b. . 

2  Tabitha,6  b.  . 

3  Obed,5  b. . 
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The  4  indicates  his  number  as  a  child,  and  the  6  indicates  the 
generation.  Now  turn  back  until  you  find  Daniel,4  where  he  will  be 
found  as  a  child  among  brothers  and  sisters.  In  this  way  in  every 
instance  you  go  back  from  parent  to  child.  Now  again,  take  for 
instance  Daniel,4  as  above,  you  go  forward  until  you  find  Daniel 
Severance,4  and  there  you  find  him  as  a  parent.  So  in  every  in- 
stance you  go  forward  from  child  to  parent.  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1. 

We  desire  to  make  acknowledgment  of  the  very  general  and 

generous  aid  that  has  been  afforded  us  in  the  compilation  of  this 

work  by  all  of  the  name  throughout  the  country.    The  interest 

manifested  has  been  general  and  untiring,  and  without  which  the 

work  could  not  have  been  produced,  and  for  all  which  we  especially 

herewith  desire  to  put  on  record  our  most  sincere  thanks  to  all. 

But  justice  demands  that  we  make  especial  mention  of  the  aid  and 

assistance  of  T.  Cordenio  Severance,  of  Los  Angeles,  CaL;  Dr.  Win. 

S.  Severance,  of   Greenfield,  Mass.;   and  Mr.  George  A.  Seaverns, 

of   Chicago,   111.,  without  whose  aid  the  work  would  have  hardly 

appeared. 

John  F.  Severance. 
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ORIGIN   OF  NAME. 

The  chief  interest  that  centres  in  any  name,  is  its  deri- 
vation and  meaning,  given  probably  from  its  supposed  fit- 
ness, every  one  being  distinguished  from  his  fellow  by  his 
name.  Suffolk  on  Surnames,  page  120,  says  Severans  is  a 
mental  quality  characteristic  of  the  person  to  whom  it  was 
applied.  In  support  of  this  assertion,  Lower  on  Surnames 
gives  numerous  illustrations  as  evidence,  such  as  Esau,  the 
hairy;  Edom,  red;  Deborah,  the  bee;  Margarita,  a  pearl; 
David,  beloved.  Not  unfrequently,  however,  great  changes 
have  been  made  in  names  by  corruptions  in  spelling,  written 
according  to  the  fancy  of  the  writer;  but  through  all  such 
corruptions  and  errors,  the  stem  or  root  of  the  name,  in  its 
simple  purity,  is  not,  as  a  general  thing,  so  far  obliterated  as 
to  forbid  tracing  it  back  to  its  original.  In  the  inquiry  con- 
cerning the  origin  or  derivation  of  our  own  name,  Severans, 
we  find  that  however  many  changes  there  may  have  been  in 
its  orthography  ever  from  first  to  last,  the  stem  or  root  of 
the  name  is  one  and  the  same,  and  that  root  is  Se-ver,  these 
two  syllables  being  the  root  or  stem  of  Severin,  Severinus, 
Severns  and  all  kindred  names  originate  in  the  Latin,  "Se- 
verus,"  severe,  serious,  chaste,  virtuous;  etc.  Prof.  E.  F. 
L.  Gauss,  Assistant  Librarian  of  Chicago  Public  Library, 
who  is  acknowledged  as  undisputed  authority  as  a  German 
scholar  in  the  .translation  of  German  into  English,  says:  "the 
name  Severins  was  used  by  the  early  Romans,  and  is  histori- 
cal. Later  the  preferred  form  seems  to  have  been  Severinus, 
of  whose  name  there  was  a  saint,  several  martyrs,  and  other 
historical  personages.  It  is  from  this  latter  form  the  modern 
name  Severans  or  Severance  is  derived  by  dropping  the  Latin 
ending.  This  modern  form  comes  to  us  through  the  channel 
of  the  French."     Of  the  origin  of  the  name  Severans,  nothing 

ix 
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is  positively  known  beyond  the  fact,  that  the  father  of  Lucius 
Septimus  Severus,  born,  A.  D.  146,  at  Septis,  an  African 
coast  town,  was  a  Roman  citizen,  that  the  Punic  tongue  was 
the  prevalent  language  spoken  at  this  time.  Historically 
this  was  the  origin  of  the  name,  but  what  is  back  of  this 
remains  to  be  discovered."  (Beater's  Universal  Lexicon, 
Vol.  38,  pp.  666-81.)  He  further  says  "that  the  name  was 
prominent  in  Rome  as  early  as  the  8th  century,  but  we  find 
no  evidence  of  its  being  widespread."  It  seems  to  have 
appeared  historically,  step  by  step  on  its  way  to  our  shores, 
leaving  its  footprints  on  the  sands  of  time  in  its  journeyings. 
It  passed  from  Rome  into  Germany  prior  to  the  12th  cen- 
tury, as  we  find  records  of  it  in  the  city  of  Cologne  at  this 
early  date.  "At  the  entrance  to  the  city  we  are  received  by 
a  stern  sentinel  in  the  form  of  Bayen  Tower,  a  square,  tur- 
reted  building,  in  the  Romanesque  style  which  was  erected 
in  the  year  1200.  It  forms  the  beginning  of  the  mediaeval 
outer  wall  of  the  town  which  is  well  preserved.  This  wall 
has  very  fine  gate  towers,  among  which  the  Severins  gate 
may  be  particularly  noticed.  This  gate  opens  upon  Severins 
street,  one  of  the  principal  streets  of  the  city,  at  the  head  of 
which  stands  St.  Severins  Church,  where  Saint  Severins 
officiated  as  Bishop  for  many  years — a  learned  and  promi- 
nent divine.  In  this  church,  the  spot  is  indicated  on  the 
flooring  by  some  inlaid  marbles,  where  Sylvanus  was  mur- 
dered, who  had  been  elected  from  Cologne,  Emperor  of 
Rome.  (Rhine  Illustrated  by  Karl  Steiler,  pp.  17  et  330.) 
We  also  find  in  Sealer's  TJn.  Lex.  Vol.  38,  p.  667,  Johann 
Severans  in  Germany,  1580.  We  find  another  waymark  of 
the  name  in  Marcus  Aurelius  Severins,  born  in  Tarsin, 
(Colabre)  1589;  died  in  Naples  "la  peste"  1656,  a  distin- 
guished physician.  At  the  age  of  25  years,  he  was  elected  to 
the  Chair  of  Anatomy  and  Medicine  in  the  University  of 
Medicine  in  Paris.  So  great  was  his  popularity  as  an 
instructor,  he  was  soon  after  made  Surgeon  in  Chief  of  "la 
Hospitale  Incurables.''''  He  wrote  several  treatises  on  medi- 
cine and  surgery  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life.  Still 
history  leads  us  further  on  our  way  and  points  to  one,  Pierre 
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Severinus,  and  says:  "Medicine  et  ecrivaine  danoise  ne  a 
Ripen  dans  le  Danemark  Eu  1540,  niort  1602.  II  sarreta  a 
Paris,  on  il  pret  son  diplome  se  docteur  en  1571  et  reviut  en 
Danemark,  on  1'  attendait,  le  titre  de  medicine  dn  roi.  Se- 
verinus est  de  tous  les  disciples  de  1'  ecole  de  Paracelsi  dout 
il  adopta  le  principes."  [Grand  Dictionaire  Universel  xixz 
Sidle  pp.  6J/.0-  -Jfl.)  "A  Danish  physician  and  author  born 
in  Riper  Denmark  1540,  died  in  1602.  He  pursued  the 
study  o  medicine  in  Paris  where  he  received  his  diploma  in 
1571,  nen  he  returned  to  Denmark,  after  which  he  received 
the  t'  i.e  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  king.  He  was  a 
disciple  of  the  school  of  Paracelsis  and  adopted  his  theory 
of  practice." 

From  Denmark  history  leads  us  forward  another  step 
into  England,  and  makes  record  of  the  name  in  Burke's 
Landed  Gentry,  p.  12I/.7,  and  says  there  are  ancient  and 
broken  records  tracing  the  ancestry  of  the  Severans  of 
Shrawley  to  a  remote  peried.  Thomas  Severans,  of  Broad- 
way and  Powick,  County  of  Worcester,  (son  of  John  of 
Shrawley,  living  tempe  Henry  VIII, )  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Nash,  Esq.,  of  Martley,  County  of  Wor- 
cester and  was  succeeded  at  his  death,  1591,  by  his  son  John 
of  Powick,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  Langley, 
of  the  Abbey  of  Shrewsbury,  and  left  at  his  decease,  1660, 
Thomas,  who  died  unmarried,  1698;  Elizabeth,  who  also 
died  unmarried,  1675.  Mary,  who  married  John  Walsh; 
Catharine,  who  married  John  Moore,  and  John  the  young- 
est of  the  family.  Was  this  John  the  Patriarch  of  the  name 
in  America?  This  is  the  question.  That  he  was,  there  is 
no  positive  proof.  Burke  makes  no  illusion  to  the  date  of 
birth  of  any  of  the  family;  but  according  to  his  record  given 
of  deaths,  John's  grandfather  died  in  1592  and  his  father  in 
1660.  John's  wife,  Abigail  Kimball,  was  18  years  old  in 
1634,  when  her  parents,  with  their  family  left  Ipswich,  Eng- 
land, during  the  month  of  April  of  that  year,  as  appears  from 
Hutton's  List  of  Emigrants  to  America  at  that  time  p.  282; 
they  having  been  married  before  her  parents,  with  their  fam- 
ily, sailed.     Allowing  John  to  have  been  25  years  of  age  in 
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1634,  when  he  married,  the  date  of  his  birth  must  have  been 
1609,  and  73  years  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1682,  thus 
making  the  age  of  his  father  50  years  at  the  time  of  John's 
birth. 

Take  another  view:  Richard  Kimball,  with  his  wife, 
Ursula  (Scott)  Kimball,  at  the  age  of  37  years — says  Hutton, 
sailed  from  Ipswich,  England,  in  April  1634,  having  taken 
the  oath  of  allegience,  with  the  following  named  family: 
Henry,  age  15;  Richard,  11;  Mary,  9;  Martha,  5;  John,  3; 
Thomas  1.  Abigail  was  the  oldest,  and  if  18,  when  married 
in  1634,  her  father  was  21  at  the  time  of  her  birth,  if  but 
17,  he  was  22  years.  She  certainly  was  not  less  than  17  nor 
more  than  18  when  married,  and  John  probably  not  more 
than  25.  This  plain  statement  does  not  prove  conclusively, 
that  the  patriarch  of  our  name — John — was  the  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Langley)  Severens  of  Powick,  but  it  does  show 
a  very  close  alliance  of  parties  named,  and  a  strong  pre- 
sumptive evidence  that  the  relationship  was  that  of  father 
and  son,  so  nearly  so,  that  we  may  readily  presume  it  to  have 
been  so,  and  take  it  for  granted  that  it  was  so,  without  cavil. 
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John  Severans  was  in  Boston  in  1637,  a  freeman,  and  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  in  1640, 
(Boston  Notions,  pp.  60;  List  of  Citizens  of  Boston  for  the 
26  earliest  years,  between  1630  to  1656.  )  The  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  was  organized  the  1st  Monday  in  June, 
1638,  and  John  an  enrolled  member.  (Hist.  An.  and  Hon. 
Artfy.,  p.  123.)  According  to  this  record  he  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1637,  in  Boston,  and  not  in  Salisbury,  as  has 
been  claimed,  and  that  he  resided  there.  He  probably  re- 
sided with  his  wife's  maternal  uncle,  Robert  Scott — "a  mer- 
chant, who  owned  a  house  and  garden  on  Washington  street, 
with  an  orchard  extending  to  the  common."  The  planta- 
tion at  Merrimack,  Salisbury,  was  begun  early  in  1638,  but 
the  grant  was  not  obtained  from  the  General  Court  until 
September  of  that  year.  The  petition  for  this  grant  was 
made  by  twelve  men,  only  two  of  whom  ever  lived  there. 
This  petition  included  what  is  now  South  Hampton,  a  portion 
of  Kingston,  Plaistow,  Newton,  Seabrook,  Hampstead  and 
Amesbury.  The  Company  was  allowed  "to  begin  a  plan- 
tation at  Merrimack  and  shall  have  liberty  to  associate  to 
them  such  others  as  they  can  agree  upon,  and  if  any  differ- 
ence fall  out  among  the  planters  aboute  the  seate  of  their 
Towne  of  receiving  of  other  associats  or  alotment  of  lands 
t^en  this  Court  or  the  Counsell  shall  set  order  in  it." 

This  was  the  first  attempt  at  settlement  north  of  Merri- 
mack. At  the  first  meeting  only  six  persons  were  present, 
"two  divisions  of  meddow  was  ordered — one  nearer — the 
other  further.  3  month,  1639."  These  six  were  the  half  of 
those  to  whom  the  grant  was  given,  but  how  many  in  the 
meanwhile  had  been  associated  with  them  is  not  known.  It 
seems,  however,  that  at  this  time  a  meeting  was  called  for 
September  4,  1639,  for  locating  the  town.  Salisbury  was 
the  favored  spot,  and  was  so  decided.      General  Court  gave 
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the  plantation  first  known  as  Merrimack,  the  name  of  Col- 
chester, but  this  was  changed  by  the  same  Court  October 
7,  1640,  to  "Salisbury."  After  the  location  was  made  and 
decided  upon,  the  roads  were  laid  out,  and  house  Lotts  loca- 
ted as  designated  and  shown  by  the  accompanying  map,  of 
which  the  following  is  the  record:  "The  following  are  the 
names  of  those  yl  have  Lotts  and  proportions  granted  pr  the 
Towne  of  Colchester  in  the  first  division."  (Here  follows 
thirty-seven  names,  and  among  them  is  that  of  John  Sever- 
ans.)  "  This  a  true  coppie  of  the  original  list  taken  out  of 
the  Old  Book  of  Records  for  Salisbury." 

Attest:     Tho.   Bradbury,  rec. 
A  true  coppie.     Attest:     Edward  Ransom,  Sec. 

In  the  above  noted  list  the  name  of  John  Severans  ap- 
pears for  the  first  time  in  Salisbury,  3  month,  1639. 

This  must  have  been  late  in  the  season  of  1639,  so  late 
that  very  little  if  any  work  could  be  dome,  probably  not  any, 
before  the  spring  of  1640.  At  the  last  meeting  held  in  1639 
we  find  the  following  record: 

29th,  10th  mo.  1639 

"According  unto  'ye  single  division  of  ye  Towne  of 
Salisbury  ther  was  granted  unto  John  Severans  one  acre 
more  or  less  for  a  house  Lott  Lying  between  the  house  Lotts 
of  Isaac  Buswell  and  Willie  Sargent.  Also  ther  was  grant- 
ed him  two  acres  more  or  less  for  his  meddow  Lott  lying  be- 
tween the  Lotts  of  Phillip  Challice  and  John  Bagley  Sr  but- 
ting upon  John  Hodges  house  Lott.  Also  ther  was  granted 
unto  him  fower  Acres  more  or  less  for  a  planting  Lott  lying 
at  the  south  end  of  ye  Lotts  of  Thomas  Macey,  John  Stevens 
and  Luke  Heard. 

10.  mo.  1639 

Att  a  general  meeting  of  ye  if reemen  ther  was  granted 
unto  John  Severans  a  piece  of  ground  unto  his  house  Lott 
lying  on  ye  west  side  of  Isack  Buswell's  house  Lott. 

28.  8th  mo.  1640 

"Att  a  gen1  metting  of  ye  nreemen  ther  was  granted 
unto  John  Severans  3  Acres  more  or  less  of  meddow  land  by 
ye  point  of  rocks  ag*  the  fferie." 
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Ye  7th  9  mo.  1640.  Att  a  general  meeting  of  ye 
ffreemen  ther  was  granted  unto  John  Severans  20:  Acres  of 
upland  to  be  layed  out  on  ye  west  side  of  the  Powwaus 
(Powanus)  river,  Also  ther  was  granted  unto  John  Severans 
a  p  cell  of  Sault  Marsh  in  lieu  of  a  p  cell  of  meddow  of  his 
wch  the  Towne  allowed  to  Phillip  Chalice,  the  aforesayed 
p  cell  of  meddow  containing  pr  estimation  two  acres  more  or 
less,  lying  aboute  a  burchin  Island  in  the  hoghouse  med- 
dowes  incompossed  wth  creeks  &  p*  of  comon  meddow. 
Whereas  ther  was  twenty  Acres  twice  before  mentioned,  it 
is  found  by  examination  that  ther  was  only  20  granted  unto 
him,  the  other  was  a  mistake  in  recording.  All  ye  above 
sayed  grants  were  confirmed  by  Mr.  Christopher  Batt  & 
Isack  Buswell  according  to  a  Towne  order  p  vided  in  that 
behalf  e." 

It  seems  to  be  fully  settled  that  he  built  his  home  in 
Salisbury  early  in  1640  and  moved  his  family  from  Boston. 


"THE   PLANTATION." 

The  territory  embraced  in  this  grant  was  at  this  time 
an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  A  historian  who  wrote 
about  1700  says:  "When  the  English  first  landed  on  the 
coast,  the  country  looked  like  one  vast  wood,  the  Indians 
having  only  cleared  here  and  there  a  small  patch  of  ground 
for  planting  corn;  but  upon  a  narrower  survey  they  found 
every  three  or  four  miles  a  fruitful  valley  with  a  clear,  fresh 
rivulet  or  brook  running  through  it,  and  these  were  sur- 
rounded with  vast  woody  hills."  Dismal  and  gloomy  must 
have  been  the  outlook,  as  approaching  night  settled  over 
this  wilderness  enshrouding  them  in  the  darkness  of  night. 
True,  there  were  rich  meadow  lands  lying  along  the  shore; 
oysters,  clams  and  fish  were-  abundant;  the  woods  were  full 
of  game  of  all  kinds.  Tradition  says,  "that  at  times  geese 
were  so  plenty  as  to  greatly  damage  the  hay  crop."  But 
withal,  there  was  a  large  marsh  near  at  hand  which  was 
available  as  feeding  ground  for  their  flocks  and  herds.     There 
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may  have  been  other  inducements  for  the  settlement  of  Sal- 
isbury, but  if  so,  they  are  not  known.  This  was  the  first 
attempt  at  permanent  settlement  north  of  the  Merrimack  in 
Salisbury,  save  a  single  exception  of  one  who  built  his  log- 
house  a  little  earlier  in  this  gloomy  wilderness.  Such  was 
Salisbury  in  1640. 


THE   MAN. 


4 '22,  6th  mo.  1642.  John  Severans  with  six  others  was 
appointed  Prudential  man  to  manage  the  affaires  of  ye  plan- 
tation and  continued  in  said  office  for  two  years." 

"Jan  6,  1645.  He  with  two  assistants  was  appointed 
to  lay  out  a  road  to  Little  river  5  rods  broad."  This  was 
the  road  which  branches  from  the  old  road  and  leads  to  the 
large  brook  (Little  river)  at  Salisbury. 

"May  27,  1645.  He  was  appointed  surveyor,  with 
power  to  demand  helpe  towards  ye  making  and  repairing  of 
ways." 

"Dec  21,  1647.  He  sold  to  Thomas  Bradbury  his  new 
and  old  house  &  house  lot  on  both  sides  of  ye  street  on 
N.  W.  side  of  the  road  running  into  the  great  swamp,  ye 
middle  of  it."  It  was  at  this  time  he  opened  the  "Ordina- 
ry" for  the  accommodation  of  the  General  Court,  agree- 
able to  the  appointment  thereto  by  said  Court,  and  was  after- 
wards known  as  a  "victualler  and  vinter." 

' '  At  a  general  meeting  of  ye  ff reemen  of  ye  plantation 
he  with  3  others  were  fined  12d  a  piece  for  disorderly  talk- 
ing in  the  meeting." 

It  was  evidently  a  marked  characteristic  of  these  early 
settlers  to  speak  their  minds  freely  whenever  occasion  af- 
forded; but  what  raised  this  spirited  discussion  is  not 
known,  as  there  seems  to  have  been  but  two  subjects  under 
consideration,  "the  Hampton  line  and  the  disposal  of  the 
fferrie." 

"Jan  20,  1652.  Ordered  that  the  old  meeting  house 
shall  be  repaired  wth  an  addition  of  a  new  frame  of  twelve 
foot,  &  it  is  left  for  John  Severans  &  Edward  French  to 
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agree  wth  any  carpenters  &  joyners  for  the  speedy  finishing 
of  the  same  wth  convenient  seates  and  wl  else  is  needed  to 
ye  sayed  house." 

1663  September  19th.  A  highway  was  ordered  begin- 
ning at  the  north  end  of  John  Severans  lot. 

1664.     A  meeting  was  held — John  Severans — moderator. 

1672.  Christopher  Guild  sold  unto  Jon  Severans  Sen. 
of  the  town — a  bright  bay  stone  horse  with  a  black  maine 
and  tayle,  a  white  blaze  down  ye  forehead — about  fower 
years  old. 

From  these  few  brief  records  it  will  be  seen  that  he 
was,  very  soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  plantation  at  Sal- 
isbury, appointed  "Prudential  man,"  (which  office  answers 
to  that  of  Selectman  and  Supervisor  now,)  and  that  he  was 
continued  in  that  office  much  of  the  time.  He  was  often 
put  in  charge  of  public  trusts  of  various  kinds,  of  which 
there  can  be  no  better  evidence  of  a  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  so  imposed  upon  him;  all  of  which  proves  that  he  was 
a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  especially  fitted  for  the  vari- 
ous trusts  placed  in  his  hands. 

Of  his  church  relations  there  is  no  record,  as  all  the 
records  of  the  Congl.  Ch.  at  Salisbury,  organized  in  1639, 
up  to  1687 — five  years  after  his  death — are  lost;  but  from 
what  is  known  of  both  himself  and  wife,  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
they  were  among  the  number  included  in  the  list  of  mem- 
bership constituting  the  first  organization  of  the  Church. 
One  fact  seems  worthy  of  notice  here  which  indicates  his 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  church,  viz.:  In  1643  he  is- 
sued an  order  as  * '  Prudential  man "  ' '  that  the  military 
officrs  in  every  Towne  shall  appoint  what  arms  to  be  brought 
to  the  meeting  houses  on  the  Lord's  day  &  to  take  orders  at 
farmes  &  houses  remote  that  amunition  bee  safely  disposed 
of,  so  that  an  enemy  may  not  possess  himself  of  them." 

Little  do  we  or  can  we  know  of  the  trials  and  privations 
of  those  early  days,  requiring  of  every  one  an  unceasing 
personal  courage  and  self-reliance,  while  everywhere  expo- 
sed to  the  wily  foe,  not  less  on  the  Sabbath  than  on  any  and 
every  day.     From  all  of  which  we  are  able  to  see  what  our 
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representative  head,  standing  in  his  place,  with  others,  en- 
during trials  and  privations  of  which  we  can  form  no  con- 
ception, in  laying  the  foundation  of  our  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  all  of  which  has  come  down  to  us,  even  to  the  10th 
generation,  as  a  precious  legacy. 

He  and  his  wife  sleep  in  the  old  burying  ground  at  East 
Salisbury;  no  stone  marks  the  spot;  if  there  ever  was  one, 
time  has  done  its  effective  work,  leaving  no  trace  behind; 
but  their  name  and  "works  do  follow  them." 


HIS   LAST   WILL. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  the  7th  day  of  Aprill  An: 
Dom:  1682  I  John  Severans  of  the  towne  of  Salisbury 
Massachusetts  Colloney  in  New  England  being  weak  in 
body  but  of  sound  &  perfect  memory  (prayse  be  given  to 
god  for  ye  same)  &  being  desierous  to  settle  things  in  order: 
do  make  this  my  last  will  &  Testament  in  manner  and  forme 
following  viz 

First  &  princypally  I  commend  my  soule  to  Almighty 
God  my  Creator  Assuredly  believing  that  I  shall  receive  full 
pardon  &  free  remission  of  my  sins  and  be  saved  by  ye  pre- 
sious  death  and  meritts  of  my  blessed  Savior  and  Redeemer 
Christ  Jesus  &  and  my  body  to  ye  earth  from  whence  it  was 
taken  to  be  buried  in  such  decent  &  christian  manner  as  to 
my  Executor  hereafter  named  shall  be  thought  meet  &  con- 
venient. And  as  touching  such  worldly  estate  as  ye  lord  in 
mercy  hath  lent  me:  my  will  &  meaning  is  ye  same  shall  be 
imployed  &  bestowed:  as  hereafter  by  this  my  will  is  ex- 
pressed: And  first  I  do  renounce  frustrate  &  make  voyd  all 
wills  by  me  formerly  made  &  declare  &  appoint  this  my  last 
will  &  testament. 

2nd.  After  my  honest  &  just  debts  being  first  payd — I 
do  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  wel  beloved  wyfe  Susanna  Sev- 
erans the  one  halfe:  of  all  my  household  goods  throughout  & 
free  liberty  of  halfe  my  dwelling  house  duering  the  time  of 
her  widdowhood  &  that  my  Executor  shall  find  her  wood 
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for  fiering  so  long  as  she  shal  be  pleased  to  live  in  ye  house: 
Also  I  do  give  unto  my  wyfe:  the  best  bed:  &  the  third  best 
bed:  wth  all  kind  of  furniture  to  the  sd  beds  belonging  And 
one  cow  which  shee  will:  and  halfe  of  my  corne  &  other 
provisions:  &:  ye  best  swine. 

3rd  I  do  give  to  my  son  John  ten  shillings:  he  having 
had  a  portion  all  ready. 

4th-  I  do  give  unto  ye  rest  of  my  Children  five  pounds 
a  peece. 

5th-  I  do  give  unto  my  grandchilde  Jonathan  Church 
2  sheep  &  a  cow. 

Also.  I  do  give  &  Assigne  over  unto  my  son  in  law 
James  Coffyn  in  consideration  &  for  wine  that  I  formerly  re- 
ceived of  him,  in  the  summer  1678  or  ther  abouts  all  y*  my 
fower  acres  of  meadow  or  marsh  att  Brushy  I  land  wc  I 
bought  of  Tho:  Polenson  wc  was  originally  the  first  higle 
pigle  lott  of  Josiah  Cobham. 

Lastly.  I  do  appoint  my  loveing  sone  Ephraim  Sever- 
ans  my  lawful  Executor  to  this  my  last  will  and  Testament. 
And  that  my  said  Executor:  shall  have  a  twelve  months 
time  to  pay  the  Legasies:  given  by  this  my  will:  In  witness 
whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  the  day  &  years  first 
above  written: 

JOHN   SEVERANS. 

Signed  &  declared  in  ye  presence  of  us. 

Henry  True. 
Beniamin  Stevens. 
Jerrermi  Ah  Allin. 

This  will  proved  by  the  oaths  of  Henry  True,  Beniamin 
Stevens  and  Jerimiah  Allin  to  be  the  last  will  &  testament 
of  John  Severans  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  &  know  of 
no  other  &  and  that  he  was  then  of  a  disposing  mind  In 
court  held  at  Ipswich  may  9  1682. 

Attest:     Robert  Lord  Clerk. 

Essex,     ss.  Probate  Office,  Dec.  15,  1885. 

A  true  copy.  Attest:     J.   T.  Mahony,  Reg. 
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FIRST  GENERATION. 

(1)  John  Severans,1  b.  ;  d.  April  9,  1682;  m.  in 

Ipswich,   England,  ,  1635,  Abigail  Kimball, 

b.  ;  d.  June  19,  1658.   m.   October  27,   1663, 

Mrs.  Susanna  Ambrose  of  Boston. 

Salisbury,  Mass. 

1  Samuel,2  b.  September  19,  1637,  d.  young. 

2  Ebenezer,2  b.  March  7,  1639,  d.  September,  1667,  unm. 

3  Abigail,2  b.  January  7,  1641,  d.  same  day. 

4  Abigail,2  b.   May  25,    1643,    m.    November  29,    1664, 

John  Church. 

5  Mary,2  b.  August  5,  1645,  m.  November  3,  1663,  James 

Coffin,  of  Nantucket,  Mass. 

6  John,2  b.  November  27,  1647. 

7  Joseph,2  b.  February  15,  1650. 

8  Elisabeth,2  b.  April  8,  1652,  d.  ,  1656. 

9  Benjamin,2  b.  January  13,  1654. 

10  Ephraim,2  b.  April  8,  1656. 

11  Elisabeth,2  )  m.1686,  Samuel  Eastman  of  Salis- 

Vb.  June  17,  1658.  bury. 

12  A  dau.,2       )  d.  June  23,  following. 


SECOND  GENERATION 

(6)  John  Severans,2  (John1)  b.  November  27,  1647,  d. 
;  m.  August  15,  1672,  Mary 

Deerfield,  Mass. 

Born  in  Salisbury,  Mass.,  about  nine  years  after  the  first  settle- 
ment was  made,  while  yet  the  country  was  a  vast  wilderness.  Here 
he  grew  up,  subject  to  all  the  privations  of  such  a  life.    He  very 
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early  began  to  look  after  his  father's  business  affairs,  who  was  a 
"  vinter  and  victualer  "  keeping  the  "  ordinary  "  by  order  of  the  General 
Court  for  its  accommodation.  In  1672  he  went  to  Boston,  where  he 
married  and  settled,  but  what  business  he  engaged  in  is  not  known. 
In  1680  he  removed  to  Suffield,  Conn.,  where  he  resided  until  about 
1689,  when  he  removed  to  Deerfield,  Mass.,  and  settled  on  lot  No.  1. 
Nothing  is  positively  known  of  his  occupation  here.  He  became  a 
large  landholder  in  Deerfield  which  is  the  most  that  is  positively 
known  of  him  as  a  resident.  About  1703  he  removed  to  Bedford, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.  His  stay  here  was  probably  about  twelve 
years,  when  he  returned  to  Deerfield  about  1713  or  14,  where  he 
passed  his  remaining  days  with  his  son  Joseph.  Of  his  wife  noth- 
ing is  known  further  than  that  her  name  was  Mary ,  noth- 
ing more.  His  children  were  all  born  in  Boston,  save  the  two  young- 
est, who  were  born  in  Suffield,  Conn. 

1  Ebenezer,3  b.  September  19,  1673. 

2  Abigail,3  b.   May  5,   1675,  d.   January  1691   in  Deer- 

field. 

3  John,3  b.  September  22,  1676. 

4  Daniel,3  b.  June  3,  1678,  killed  by  the  Indians  Septem- 

ber 15,  1694. 

5  Mary,3  b.  July  14,  1681. 

6  Joseph,3  b.  October  26,  1682. 


THIRD  GENERATION. 

(1)  Ebenezer  Severance,3  (John,2  John1)  b.  September 
19,  1673,  d.  October  11,  1723;  m.  May  9,  1695., 
Mary,  b.  ;  d. 

NORTHFIELD,  MASS. 

Born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  went  with  his  parents  to  Suffield,  Conn., 
and  from  thence  to  Deerfield,  where  he  married  and  settled.  In  1703 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Northfield.  In  1709  he  enlisted  in 
the  service  in  Capt.  Wright's  Co.  from  Deerfield.  In  1718  he  moved 
to  Northfield  and  settled  there.  A  grant  of  land  was  made  to  him 
in  "  The  Second  Moose  Plain,"  lying  on  Green  River.  Aside  from 
farming  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  turpentine.  Held  the 
office  of  Selectman  of  the  town  during  the  years  of  1719-21  and  23. 
In  March,  1723,  the  town  voted  him  ten  acres  of  land  on  Bennett 
Hill.  Was  killed  by  the  Indians  October  11,  1723,  while  at  his  corn 
harvest. 
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1  Abigail,4  b.   April  27,   1696,  m.  June  21,  1716,  John 

Allen. 

2  Ebenezer,4  b.  November  14,  1697,  d.  young. 

3  Sarah,4  b.  November  19,  1699,  m.  December  21,  1727, 

Ezekiel  Bascom. 

4  Daniel,4  b.  January  4,  1701. 

5  Mary,4  b.  October  7,  1703. 

6  Hannah,4  b.  April  1,  1706,  m.  March  31,  1724,  Benoni 

Wright. 

7  John,4  b.  March  7,  1708. 

8  Ebenezer,4  b.  July  24,  1709. 

9  Elisabeth,4  b.  July  30,  1712,  m.  April  28,  1737,  Josiah 

Davidson. 
(6)  Joseph   Severance,3   (John,2  John1)   b.   October  26, 
1682,   d.   April  10,    1766;   m.    November  17,    1712, 
Anna  Kellogg,  daughter  of  Martin  Kellogg,  of  Had- 
ley,  Mass.,  b.  July  14,  1689,  d.  March  13,  1781. 

Montague,  Mass. 

He  was  by  trade  a  tailor,  which  business  he  followed  more  or 
less  both  in  Deerfield  and  Northfield  where  he  owned  both  a  "  house 
and  home  lot."  He  also  owned  No.  36  in  Deerfield  on  which  he 
lived.  He  was  in  the  fight  on  the  meadows  in  1704;  was  a  soldier  in 
the  service  in  1713;  was  wounded  by  the  Indians  and  made  a  cripple 
He  was  compensated  for  this  by  the  General  Court,  which  made  him 
a  grant  of  200  acres  of  land  east  of  Northfield  on  Mt.  Grace.  His 
father  also  gave  him  land  in  Deerfield.  He  was  Corporal  in  Capt. 
Kellogg's  Co.  in  1723,  and  Orderly  in  1747,  Selectman  in  1722.  A 
few  years  before  his  death  he  divided  his  real  estate  in  Deerfield 
among  his  children,  and  he  and  his  wife  went  to  live  with  their 
youngest  son,  Moses,  in  Montague,  Mass.,  where  they  both  died  and 
were  there  buried.    His  children  were  all  born  in  Deerfield. 

10  Joseph,4  b.  October  7,  1713. 

11  Anna,4  b.   December  25,   1715,   m.  October  21,  1737, 

Samuel  Bordwell. 

12  Martin,4  b.  September  10,  1718. 

13  John,4  b.  December  15,  1720. 

14  Experience,4  b.    March   14,    1723,   m.    July  23,  1749, 

Phineas  Nevers,  of  Stafford,  Conn. 

15  Jonathan,4  b.  June  12,  1725. 
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16  Rebecca,4  b.  March  4,   1728,   m.   November  29,  1743, 

Samuel  Smead,  of  Greenfield. 

17  Moses,4  b.  March  23,  1730. 

18  Abigail,4  b.  November  16,  1732. 


FOURTH  GENERATION. 

(4)  Daniel  Severance,4  (Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  Jan- 
uary 4,  1701,  d.  December  15,  1748;  m.  October  18, 
1733,  Rebecca  Jones,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  b.  Nov- 
vember  27,  1705. 

NORTHFIELD,  MASS. 

He  enlisted  in  the  service  when  about  seventeen  years  of  age 
and  continued  in  it  most  of  the  time  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  enlisted  in  Deerfield,  Mass.,  but  finally  settled  in  Northfield, 
where  he  made  a  home  for  his  family.  He  served  as  Lieutenant  in 
Capt.  Joseph  Kellogg's  Co.,  and  for  as  many  as  seven  years  was 
engaged  in  frontier  service.  Was  in  command  of  Fort  Morrison  on 
North  River;  in  Colrain  two  years,  garrisoned  with  forty-two  men; 
was  transferred  to  the  command  of  Capt.  Ephraim  Williams  and 
participated  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Mass  August,  1748;  died  the 
December  following.  Ever  after  the  Indians  killed  his  father  while 
engaged  in  his  corn  harvest,  he  nursed  a  spirit  of  revenge  against 
the  race  until  the  day  of  his  death,  and  many  a  poor  fellow  was  made 
to  "  bite  the  dust "  as  a  consequence.  Col.  Partridge,  in  whose  regi- 
ment he  served,  said  in  his  report:  "We  have  some  disorderly  men, 
in  particular  one  Daniel  Severance,  that  declares  openly  that  he  will 
kill  ye  Indian  that  scalped  his  father  if  he  kills  the  whole  race. 
I  have  given  him  warning  that  if  he  should  do  such  a  thing  in  time 
of  peace,  he  must  go  on  trial  for  his  life."  His  reply  was,  I  will  go 
on  trial  then  for  they  killed  my  father  in  time  of  peace.  This  warn- 
ing, however,  proved  a  very  flimsy  protection  for  the  offending  race. 
He  was  true  to  his  declaration,  and  proved  the  spirit  with  which  he 
was  made  as  opportunity  afforded.  The  ruling  desire  of  his  heart 
was  gratified  in  avenging  the  death  of  his  father. 

1  Sarah,5  b.  January  19,  1734-5. 

2  Tabitha,5  b.  December  18,  1736. 

3  Obed,5  b.  April  6,  1739.    A  soldier  in  the  French  War 

from  Northfield,  Mass.,  in  1757. 
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(7)  John  Severance,4  (Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  March 

7,  1708.  When  he  died,  or  whether  he  ever  mar- 
ried, is  not  known.  It  is  known,  however,  that  he 
enlisted  in  the  service  from  Northfield,  Mass.,  in 
Col.  Williams'  Regiment,  and  probably  was  with 
his  brother  Daniel,  some  part  of  the  time  at  least. 
Tradition  says  that  he  was  for  a  time  in  command  of 
a  Fort  (name  not  known)  nearly  on  a  line  between 
Colerain  and  Shelbnrne,  on  what  is  known  as  the  Mc- 
Crillis  farm,  but  of  the  truth  of  this,  positive  evi- 
dence is  wanting,  though  all  of  the  facts  of  his  early 
life,  and  the  known  facts  of  his  brother  Daniel,  fur- 
nish strong  presumptive  evidence,  that  all  that 
tradition  reports  of  him  may  be  true.  The  last  known 
of  him,  he  enlisted  in  Col.  Ephraim  Williams'  Regi- 
ment at  Northfield  in  1759,  in  the  expedition  against 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point;  no  report  of  him  after- 
ward. 

(8)  Ebenezer  Severance,4  (Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b. 

July  24,  1709,  d.  March  24,  1791;  m.  September  23, 

1736,    Hannah  ,   b.    November   12,    1710,   d. 

December  16,  1780. 

Northfield,  Mass. 

He  also  enlisted  in  the  frontier  service  with  his  brothers,  but  in 
the  main  served  as  a  scout  from  the  Connecticut  River  north  of  the 
line  of  forts,  going  as  far  north  as  No.  4,  Charleston,  N.  H.,  and  west 
beyond  Fort  (Mass.,)  Adams;  but  little  more  is  known  of  him.  The 
presumption  is  that  when  he  left  the  service  he  returned  to  North- 
field  and  settled  there,  but  of  the  circumstances  attending  his  death, 
nothing  has  been  learned  from  any  record  found.  He  was  Select- 
man 1779-83  and  88,  and  filled  other  offices  of  trust  in  the  town. 

4  Mary,5  b.  December  1,  1737. 

5  Ebenezer,5  b.  September  5,  1739. 

6  Hannah,5  b.   January  19,  1741,  m.   October  25,  1764, 

David  Risley. 

7  Abner,5  b.  November  5,  1744. 

8  Mary,5  b.  September  9,  1750,  m.  July  12,  1799,  Samuel 

Stoughton,  of  Gill,  Mass. 
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(10)  Joseph  Severance,4  (Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  Octo- 
ber 7,  1713,  d.  ;  m.  October  31,   1732,  Mary, 

daughter  of  Joseph  Clesson,  b.  May  9,  1732,  d.  July 
25,  1775. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

Settled  in  Deerfield,  Mass.,  on  No.  36.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War;  served  in  Capt.  Cheever's  Co.;  was  taken 
prisoner  August,  1757,  at  Fort  William  Henry,  at  the  head  of  Lake 
George,  N.  Y.,  and  taken  to  Canada,  where  he  remained  but  a  short 
time;  escaped  and  returned  home.  The  date  of  his  death  is 
unknown. 

9  Joseph,5  b.  April  13,  1733,  d.  May  29,  1735. 

10  Joseph,5  b.  June  15,  1735,  d.  June  27,  following. 

11  Eunice,5  b.   January  5,   1737,  m.   September  22,  1760, 

Moses  Bascom. 

12  Chloe,5  b.  April  7,  1739,  m.  ,  1759,  Dan  Corse. 

13  Matthew,5 

14  Joanna,5  b.    September   13,    1743,   m.    ,   David 

Allen. 

15  Mary,5  b.  May  6,  1745,  m.  ,  1759,  Oliver  Ather- 

ton. 

16  Ruel,5b.  April  24,  1747,  d.  September  17,  1768. 

(12)  Martin  Severance,4  (Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  Sep- 
tember 10,  1718,  d.  April  8,  1810;  m.  September  10, 
1746,  Patience  Fairfield,  b.   June  14,  1724,   d.  May 

25,  1809. 

Shelburn  Falls,  Mass. 

He  enlisted  in  Capt.  Kellogg's  Co.  at  the  age  of  twenty  years; 
was  stationed  at  Fort  Dummer,  Vt.,  doing  duty  along  the  north- 
ern frontier  in  scouting  parties,  both  east  and  west.  How  long 
he  continued  in  the  service  along  this  frontier  is  not  known.  A  few 
years  later  he  was  in  Capt.  Clesson's  Co.,  doing  a  similiar  duty  as  in 
former  years,  but  only  for  a  few  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  he  enlisted  in  Capt.  Catlin's  Co.,  one  of  Roger's  rangers,  in 
which  service  he  became  a  noted  scout  and  did  most  valuable  ser- 
vice in  both  French  Wars.  He  was  fearless,  daring,  shrewd  and 
wary.  He  was  never  known  to  fall  into  an  ambush  or  surprised  in 
any  attack;  never  off  his  guard.  He  was  never  wounded  or  captured 
but  once,  which  was  on  the  25th  of  June,  1758,  while  on  a  scout  to 
Sabbath  Day  Point  on  Lake  George,  N.  Y.,  only  his  nephew,  Mat- 
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thew,  and  one  James  Henry  Smith  were  with  him.  They  were  taken 
across  the  lake  to  Canada.  In  crossing  the  lake  he  was  made  to  row 
the  boat,  and  during  the  passage  the  Indians  began  to  vex  him 
which  he  resented,  whereupon  one  of  the  more  daring  ones  slapped 
his  face,  knocking  off  his  hat.  Raising  his  oar,  he  struck  the  Indian 
over  the  head  and  knocked  him  overboard,  leaving  him  to  his  fate 
in  the  water.  No  further  attempts  were  made  to  make  his  acquain- 
tance in  that  direction  on  their  route.  On  their  arrival  in  Canada 
an  effort  was  made  to  make  the  party  run  the  gauntlet,  during 
which  his  nephew  and  Smith  nearly  lost  their  lives.  As  for  himself 
he  stoutly  refused  and  dared  them  to  make  the  effort  to  compel 
him.  They  excused  him  and  he  did  not  run.  (Com.  by  Eleazer 
Scott,  of  Wendell,  Mass.,  his  g.  son,  who  was  eighteen  years  of  age 
when  Martin  died.) 

Says  the  Rev.  Theophilus  Packard,  for  many  years  pastor  of  the 
1st  Congregational  Church  of  Shelburn:  "I  remember  once  having 
seen  Mr.  Severance,  not  long  before  jiis  death,  in  his  own  home,  sit- 
ting in  his  arm  chair,  with  becoming  dignity;  of  stalwart  frame,  and 
an  intrepid  bold  mein,  being  then  nearly  bald.  I  was  then  a  young 
boy  with  my  father  as  he  was  visiting  the  aged  man,  as  his  pastor. 
When  a  captive  among  the  Indians,  he  was  set  to  hoeing  corn  in  the 
summer,  and  with  apparent  ignorance  and  honesty  would  hoe  up  the 
corn  with  the  weeds  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  soon  released 
from  that  employment.  At  one  time  he  accomplished  a  temporary 
escape  from  his  captors  by  a  little  strategy.  On  a  certain  occasion, 
when  he  was  required  to  sing  and  dance  for  their  sport;  while 
engaged  in  this  sport,  he  caused  whiskey  to  be  generously  dis- 
tributed until  the  company  was  well  under  its  influence,  when  draw- 
ing his  principal  guard  aside  from  the  others,  he  stood  over  him 
with  a  bludgeon  and  made  him  sign  a  soldier's  pass  prepared  for  the 
occasion,  and  threatened  to  beat  out  his  brains  if  not  signed  at  once. 
The  pass  was  signed  and  with  it  he  left;  meeting  a  sentinel  who 
hesitated  to  let  him  pass,  he  at  once  knocked  the  sentinel  down  and 
went  on  his  way.  When  inquired  of  afterwards  at  his  own  house 
whether  he  killed  the  sentinel,  he  was  wont  to  answer,  "I  did  not  stop 
to  see."  He  was  held  a  captive  for  about  two  years  and  returned  by 
the  way  of  Quebec,  France  and  England,  having  served  in  both 
French  Wars." 

He  also  served  through  the  Revolutionary  War.  It  is  related 
of  him  as  credible  history,  that  when  in  camp  they  were  in  great 
need  of  vegetables  and  that  he  and  some  of  his  comrades  went  on  a 
foraging  expedition  with  a  box  in  the  shape  of  a  coffin,  filled  it  with 
cabbages  and  bore  it  solemnly  into  camp,  calling  to  all  sentinels: 
"  Stand  aside,  dead  man,  small  pox,"  and  space  was  given  at  once 
for  the  corpse  to  pass.    Many  like  anecdotes  are  told  of  him  as  char- 
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acteristics  of  the  man.  He  moved  to  Shelburn  Falls  in  1760,  carry- 
ing all  of  his  household  goods  on  horseback  in  baskets.  James 
Ryder's  family  was  the  only  other  family  with  him.  His  wife 
Patience  went  during  the  following  year  on  foot  by  marked  trees  to 
Deerfield,  carrying  yarn  which  she  had  spun  and  bartered  it  for  an 
iron  pot  for  cooking  purposes,  and  carried  it  home  with  her.  This 
same  intrepid  Mrs.  Severance  at  one  time,  when  the  four  miles 
between  Shelburn  Falls  and  the  Centre  of  the  town  was  mostly 
thick  and  heavy  wooded,  with  only  here  and  there  a  house,  was  re- 
turning home  from  a  visit  at  the  Centre,  was  overtaken  by  a  storm 
and  the  darkness  of  night  and  compelled  to  pass  the  night  amid  the 
howling  of  the  wolves.  (Rev.  T.  Packard)  I  have  heard  my  mother 
tell  of  that  same  story.  My  mother  located  the  spot  where  she 
spent  the  night,  a  little  west  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  marsh 
pond  on  land  since  owned  by  David  Fisk,  but  adds  that  she  tied 
her  horse  to  a  tree,  built  a  fire,  and  defended  it  from  an  attack  of 
the  wolves  by  throwing  fire  brands.     (Compiler.) 

"  He  was  not  a  professor  of  religion,"  says  Mr.  Packard  "  but  he 
was  an  habitual  attendant  upon  public  religious  worship.  He  had 
a  large  bull  whose  mane  reached  nearly  to  its  knees,  which  he  har- 
nessed into  a  cart  in  summer  and  a  sled  in  winter,  with  whjch  he 
took  his  family  to  church  at  the  Centre,  a  distance  of  five  miles  or 
more  in  Mr.  Hubbard's  day."    (Com.  Ruth  Wells.) 

He  lived  at  the  base  of  the  west  slope  of  the  mountain  near 
Salmon  (now  Shelburn)  Falls.  On  one  of  his  hunting  excursions  on 
the  mountain  he  saw  two  bears  run  into  a  den  among  the  rocks,  and 
while  endeavoring  to  find  an  opening  through  which  he  might  get  a 
shot  at  them,  down  went  Martin,  rocks  and  all  among  the  bears,  all 
of  which  left  him  without  further  ceremony  than  tearing  his  clothes 
in  their  efforts  to  get  out,  concerning  which  he  afterwards  said,  it 
was  the  only  time  in  his  life  he  was  ever  scared.  Undoubtedly  he 
had  the  sympathy  of  the  bears.  The  writer  well  remembers  seeing 
his  gun  he  used  for  so  many  years  hanging  over  the  fire-place  on 
deer's  antlers  in  the  room  he  occupied.  Also  his  powder  horn  and 
bullet  pouch,  and  by  the  side  of  the  fire-place  his  box  for  tobacco 
and  rack  for  pipes,  and  underneath  this  his  tobacco  tongs  as  he  left 
them.  Died  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years;  buried  at  Shelburn 
Centre. 

17  Catharine,5  b.   December  20,   1747,  m.  November  13, 

1764,  Elisha  Hinsdale,  of  Greenfield. 

18  Experience,5  b.   October  8,   1750,  m.  October  1,  1772, 

Eleazer  Scott,  of  Wendell,  Mass. 

19  Abigail,5  b.  March  6,  1753,  m.  October  13,  1773,  David 

Hosley. 
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20  Martin,5  b.  March  8,  1755. 

21  *Submit,5  b.  October  28,  1758,  m.  September  16,  1782, 

Asa  Smith,  of  Belchertown. 

22  Samuel,5  b.  January  12,  1761. 

23  Sophia,5  b.  February  12, 1765,  m. -,  Jacob  Crosby. 

24  Sarah,5  b.  January  4,  1767,  d.  October  27,  1805,  unm. 

25  Mary,5  b.  August  1,  1769,  d.  April  25,  1785. 

26  Selah,5  b.  September  26,  1771. 

27  Patience,5  b.  May  13,  1774,  d.  May  25,  1809,  unm. 
(13)  John  Severance,4   (Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  Decem- 
ber 15,  1720,   d.  December  25,  1805;  m.  March  15, 
1742,  Esther,   daughter  of  Daniel  Arms,   of  Green- 
field. 

Bernardston,  Mass. 

He  moved  from  Deerfield  to  Falltown  about  1759,  and  with 
seven  others  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  incorporation  with 
the  name  of  Bernardston;  request  granted  March 6, 1762.  Was  Select- 
man 1765-69  and  70.  He  enlisted  November  20, 1745,  in  Capt.  John 
Light's  Co.,  Col.  Thomas  Moore's  Regiment,  in  the  campaign  against 
Louisburg.  Was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant;  was  a  soldier 
in  Capt.  Salah  Barnard's  Co.,  Col.  Israel  Williams'  Regiment,  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War  in  1759;  served  under  Capt.  Agrippa  Wells, 
Col.  Samuel  Williams'  Regiment,  in  1775. 

"He  bought  of  Samuel  Capen,  of  Palmer;  House,  lot  No.  21,  in 
Falltown,  containing  fifty  acres;  bounded  N.  by  lands  of  said  Sever- 
ance; S.  by  land  of  said  Severance  and  Samuel  Bordwell;  E.  and  W. 
by  common  land.  Price  £20.  August  4, 1761,  first  year  of  our  sov- 
ereign Lord  George  III. 

Eben  Sheldon,  Jus.,  )  Samuel.  Capen. 

[  Witnesses." 
Jonathan  Sheldon,   ) 

"  He  also  bought  of  John-  Stebbins,  of  Deerfield,  in  Bernardston, 
lot  No.  16,  in  the  1st  division,  containing  fifty  acres.  Also  lot  No.  21, 
fifty  acres.  Also  lot  No.  18,  fifty  acres.  Also  No.  99,  sixty  acres.  Octo- 
ber 15, 1786.    Price  paid  £40. 

Samuel  Field,        )  Joseph  Stebbins. 

v  Witnesses." 
Elias  Parmenter,  ) 

"He  sold  to  David  Severance,  his   son,   lot  167,  3rd  division, 


♦Submit  was  born  while  her  father  was  a  captive  and  named  by  her  mother 
Submit  in  recognition  of  the  fact  of  his  captivity. 
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lying  on 'dry  brook,' containing  eight  acres.    Also  32  acres  and  135 
rods  in  lot  69, 1st  division.    Price  £10.    October  16, 1791. 

Simon  Hall,  ) 

>  Witnesses."  John  Severance. 

Sarah  Severance,  ) 

"Also  sold  to  David  Severance  and  Caleb  Chapin,  part  of  lot 
No.  16,  containing  twenty  acres.  Also  thirty-eight  acres  in  lot 
adjoining  on  the  North.    Price  £100.    October  26, 1787." 

Samuel  Wilson, 

John  Chas.  Williams.  John  Severance. 

28  Esther,5  b,  December  26,  1743. 

29  Hannah,5  b. 

30  John,5  b.  January  19,  1746. 

31  David,5  b.  February  4,  1747. 

32  Drucilla,5  b.  February  23,  *750. 

33  Eleaner,5   b.    September   3,    1754,   m.    May   19,   1777, 

Adonijah  Atherton. 

34  Rachel,5  b.  January  9,  1759. 

35  Daniel,5  b.  Decemcer  18,  1764. 

(15)  Jonathan  Severance,4  (Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b. 
June  12,  1725,  d.  April  2,  1822;  m.  August  30,  1749, 
Thankful,  daughter  of  John  Stebbins,  of  Deerfield,  b. 

,  1730,  d.  December  8,  1806. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

Settled  in  Greenfield,  Mass.,  a  farmer;  became  a  large  land- 
holder in  Greenfield  Meadows  north  of  the  village.  A  soldier  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War;  held  a  lieutenant's  commission.  It  has 
been  said  of  him  that  "  after  the  battle  of  Lexington  he  stood  aloof 
from  military  service,"  but  we  do  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the 
statement  historically  speaking.  He  built  the  first  gristmill  erected 
in  town  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  This 
mill  was  managed  by  his  oldest  son,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  who  was  drafted 
into  the  service;  his  father  supplying  his  place  with  a  substitute. 
He  held  the  office  of  Selectman  for  nine  years.  He  was  a  tall,  well 
formed,  broad  shouldered  man;  a  keen  black  eye,  erect,  somewhat  stern 
in  his  bearing,  yet  of  pleasant  speech.  At  the  age  of  seventy-five  years, 
wearing  his  "pig  tail  queue"  and  dressed  in  his  Wm.  Penn  cut- of 
coat,  long  waistcoat  and  knee  breeches,  his  daily  dress,  he  bade 
adieu  to  his  oldest  child,  then  fifty  years  of  age,  having  with  him 
his  two  sons  of  ten  and  twelve  years — grandchildren.  After  receiving 
the  patriarchal  blessing  they  left  to  make  for  themselves  a  home  in 
Solon,  (now  Truxton)  N.  Y,  Time  rolls  on.  The  genealogical  line 
is  lengthened  out  by  a  great  grandson  and  daughter.    When  at  the 
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age  of  two  years,  the  first  break  of  the  line  is  caused  by  the  death 
of  the  patriarch,  at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years,  nine  months,  twenty 
days  "  the  length  of  the  days  of  his  pilgrimage." 

36  Jonathan,5  b.  April  11,  1750. 

37  Experience,5  b.  January  8,  1752,  m.   April  11,  1772, 

Reuben  Wells. 

38  Thirza,5  b.  October  29,  1754,  d.  December  25,  1758. 

39  Thankful,5  b.  January  17,  1756,  d.  December  24,  1829; 

m.  January  13,  1774,  Ariel  Hinsdale. 

40  Dorotha,5  b.  October  8,  1758,  d.  June  4,  1818,  unm. 

41  Joseph,5  b.  September  20,  1760. 

42  Solomon,5  b.  November  10,  1762. 

43  Thirza,5  b.  November  15,  1764,  d.  September  23,  1827; 

m.  April  11,  1782,  Elisha  Wells. 

44  Elihu,5  b.  September  5,  1766. 

45  Abigail,5  b.  December  4,   1768,  m.   October  14,   1785, 

Amos  Comwell,  of  Greenfield. 

46  Rufus,5  b.  March  28,  1770. 

47  Cynthia,5  b.  December  28,  1772,  d.  September  17,  1858, 

unm. 

48  Martha,5  b.  February  13,  1774,  d.  December  19,   1806, 

unm. 

(17)   Moses  Severance,4  (Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  March 

23,  1730,   d.   August  1,  1799;  m.  October  28,  1762, 

Joanna  French,  b.  May  15,  1740,  d.  March  6,  1812, 

daughter  of  Thomas  French. 

Montague,  Mass. 

He  enlisted  in  the  service  in  1756,  Capt.  Burke's  Co.  of  Rangers, 
with  whom  he  served  most  of  the  time  for  about  two  years  and 
continued  still  longer  in  the  service  in  other  companies.  He  settled 
in  Montague  in  1669  or  perhaps  a  little  later.  He  was  appointed  a 
delegate  from  Montague  to  the  convention  for  the  ratification  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  and  voted  "nay,"  for  which  he  has  been 
denominated  a  Tory;  a  charge  that  cannot  be  sustained  for  one 
moment.  There  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  that  one  single  one  of 
the  168  nays  against  the  ratification  were  Tories,  for  first  a  Tory  was 
an  "aider  and  abettor"  of  British  interests  in  this  country  and  an 
enemy  of  the  Federal  cause.  These  nays  were  not  against  the  rati- 
fication of  a  constitution,  but  against  the  constitution  then  offered. 
Eleven  states  did  ratify  the  constitution  at  this  time,  but  only  three 
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did  it  unanimously.  To  thousands  of  well-meaning  men  in  every 
state  the  new  plan  was  obnoxious,  because  it  was  too  costly;  because 
the  power  of  taxing  was  vested  in  congress;  because  "  the  liberty  of 
the  press  was  not  assured;"  because  it  began  with  "  we  the  people," 
and  not  with  "  we  the  states."  So  strong  was  this  feeling  among  the 
people  that  when  General  Washington  was  inaugurated,  the  amend- 
ments offered  numbered  seventy-seven,  from  which  it  becomes  appar- 
ent that  all  of  this  "  nay  "  voting  had  no  spirit  of  toryism  in  it,  far 
from  it.  The  question  was  not  "  Constitution  or  no  Constitution," 
but  shall  the  Constitution  offered  be  accepted  or  rejected  or  modi- 
fied; 168  nays  said  "modify"  and  187  yeas  said  "ratify,"  and  it  was 
ratified  without  a  tinge  of  toryism  in  the  Convention. 

The  line  of  descent  from  Moses  Severance  as  a  paternal  head  is 
way-marked  by  some  as  true  and  noble  men  as  ever  lived. 

49  Moses,5  b.  October  10,  1763. 

50  Joanna,5  b.  March  3,  1765,  m.  ,  Aaron  Taylor. 

51  Elisha,5  b.  February  16,  1767. 

52  Mercy,5  b.  July  4,  1769,  m.  ,  Arad  Root. 

53  Rebecca,5  b.  September  9,  1770,  d.  January  6,  1777. 

54  Elihu,5  b.  September  6,  1773. 

55  Rebecca,5  b.  June  10,  1778,  m.    ,  Rufus  Green. 


FIFTH  GENERATION. 

(5)  Ebenezer  Severance,5  (Ebenezer,*  Ebenezer,3  John,2 
John1)  b.  September  5,  1739,  d.  ;  m.  Febru- 
ary 28,  1764,  Azuba  Smith,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Smith. 

MlDDLEBURY,  Vt. 

He  first  settled  in  Northfield,  Mass.,  on  a  farm,  where  he  lived 
some  years.  After  his  family  had  grown  up  and  he  left  com- 
paratively alone,  disposed  of  his  property  in  Northfield  and  removed 
to  Middlebury,  Vt.,  where  some  of  his  older  sons  had  preceded  him. 
Here  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church;  a  firm  and  practical  defender  of 
the  faith;  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  deeply  mourned  and 
lamented  at  death. 

1  Samuel,6  b.  February  2,  1765. 

2  Eusebia,6    )  d.  June  15,  1790. 

Vb.  February  8,  1767. 

3  Arethusa,6  J  m.  ,  Zephenia  Buss. 
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4  Daniel,6  b.  November  19,  1768. 

5  Azubah,6  b.  November  1,  1772. 

6  Martha,6  b.  April  26,  1775,  d.  February  24,  1791. 

7  Enos,6  b.  November  24,  1776. 

8  Moses,6  b.  February  2,  1778. 

9  Hannah,6  b.  January  23,  1781,  d.  October  3,  1784. 

10  Adozia,6  b.   October  4,   1783,   m.   ,    Rev.    John 

Keep. 
(7)  Abner    Severance,5    (Ebenezer,4    Ebenezer,3    John,2 
John,1)  b.  November  5,  1744,  d.  ;  m.  Decem- 
ber 25,  1785,  Naomai  Wrisley. 

Gill,  Mass. 

Born  in  Northfield,  Mass.,  settled  in  Gill  a  farmer;  a  plain, 
practical  and  unassuming  man;  filled  most  of  the  offices  the  town 
had  to  offer  with  credit  to  himself  and  the  acceptance  of  his  fellow 
townsmen;  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

11  Eliza,6  b.  February  6,  1786. 

12  Oren,6  b.  April  9,  1788. 

Is  Philena,6  b.  March  1,  1789. 

14  Obed,6  b.  February  2,  1791,  d.  June  28  following. 

15  Obed,6  b.  June  22,  1792. 

(13)  Matthew Severance,5(Joseph,4 Joseph,3 John,2 John,1) 
b.  June,  1735,  d.  March  14,  1816;  m.  January  24, 
1762,  Experience,  daughter  of  Daniel  Nash,  of  Green- 
field, Mass.,  b.  May,  1745. 

Leyden,  Mass. 

He  settled  in  Greenfield,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
about  1807,  and  probably  that  year  he  moved  to  Leyden,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  French  War;  enlisted 
in  Capt.  Burbanks  Co.;  taken  prisoner  June  25,  1758,  while  on  a 
scout  to  Sabbath-day  Point  on  Lake  George,  N.  Y.;  taken  across  the 
lake  into  Canada,  where,  tradition  says,  he  was  compelled  to  run  the 
gauntlet  between  two  files  of  Indians.  He  made  a  successful  run 
nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  line,  when  he  was  hit  by  a  blow 
given  by  a  squaw,  which  felled  him  to  the  ground,  but  quickly 
recovering  himself,  he  returned  the  blow  with  a  kick  that  prostrated 
her.  This  was  regarded  as  a  special  characteristic  worthy  of  com- 
mendation. He  was  with  them  but  a  short  time  before  he  made  his 
escape,  and  fled  to  the  woods  where  he  secreted  himself  in  a  hollow 
log,  backing  into  it  feet  first  and  covering  the  opening  with  weeds 
and  brush;  here  he  lay  concealed  for  two  days   and   three  nights. 
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He  was  sought  after  by  the  Indians  through  the  wood  around  his 
hiding  place,  who  sat  upon  the  log  in  which  he  was  concealed.  After 
a  thorough  search  for  him  and  finding  no  trace,  they  left  him,  and 
when  he  deemed  it  prudent  he  left  his  hiding  and  reached  home  in 
safety.  (The  above  is  the  story  told  by  his  oldest  son,  which  we 
have  often  heard  him  repeat  and  have  no  doubt  about  its  truth). 
(Compiler.) 

16  Joseph,6  b.  April  27,  1763. 

17  Matthew,6  b.  July  11,  1765. 

18  Zenas,6  b.  July  26,   1767. 

19  Martha,6  b.  August  31,  1769,  d.  May  29,  1771. 

20  Consider,6  b.  December  25,  1771. 

21  Reuel,6  b.  December  29,  1773. 

22  Experience,6  b.  March  6,  1777,  d.  August  24,  1828;  m. 

,  Richard  Eason. 

23  Erastus,6  b.  July  6,  1779. 

24  Asaph,6  b.  August  29,  1781. 

25  Ezra,6  b.  January  5,  1784. 

26  Cephas,6  b.  March  31,  1786,  d.  T ,  1809. 

27  Abigail,6  b.  October  20,  1791;  m. ,  Rufus  Foster.        , 

(20)   Martin  Severance,5  (Martin,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1) 

b.  March  8,  1755,  d.  December  29,  1843;  m.  Novem- 
ber 15,  1781,  Lucy  Whitney,  b,  March  20,  1762,  d. 
January  10,  1844. 

Shelburn  Falls,  Mass. 

He  purchased  the  homestead  and  farm  of  his  father,  and  spent  his 
days  there.  He  was  a  man  of  quiet  and  retiring  habits  and  a  lover 
of  home.  His  farm  absorbed  his  whole  time  and  attention.  He  held 
the  office  of  Selectman  and  served  his  town  in  various  minor  matters 
of  trust.  He  was  for  many  years  a  very  devoted  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  at  the  centre  of  the  town.  He  gave 
liberally  of  his  means  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  and  charitable 
purposes,  especially  for  the  cause  of  missions.  For  a  few  of  the  last 
years  of  his  life  he  cultivated  an  acre  of  land,  the  avails  of  which  he 
gave  for  the  cause  of  the  Master.  He  was  a  man  of  very  regular 
habits,  always  rising  early,  and  in  the  winter  season  would  go  to  the 
barn  long  before  light  and  fodder  his  large  stock  of  cattle  before 
others  were  stirring.  This  he  continued  to  do  until  within  a  few 
days  of  his  death.  He  and  his  wife  lived  together  for  sixty-two 
years.    She  followed  him  twelve  days  after  his  decease. 
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28  Joel,6  b.  September  25,  1782,  d.  January  14,  1785. 

29  Acsah,6  *>•  July  3>  1784,  <*• 5  m- »  Thaddeus 

Merrill. 

30  Tirzah,6  b.  November  22,  1786,  d.  September  18,  1802. 

31  Rachel,6  b.   April  21,   1789,   d.   ;  m.  November 

26,  1812,  Moses  Allen. 

32  Sophia,6  b.   May  11,   1791,   d. ;  m.  December  3, 

1812,  Samuel  Anderson. 

33  Lucy,6  b.   July  13,   1793,  d.  ;  m.  December  23, 

1815,  Allen  Barnard. 

34  Laura,6  b.  October  5,  1795,  d. ;-m. ,  1814, 

David  Fiske. 

35  Rhoda,6  b.   February  1,   1798,   d.   ;  m.  October 

13,  1825,  Dexter  Billings,  of  Strongsville,  Ohio. 

36  David,6  b.  March  4,  1800,  d.  September  2,  1802. 

37  Asa,6  b.  October  9,  1802. 

(22)  Samuel  Severance,5  (Martin,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1) 
b.  June  12,  1761,  d.  August  28,  1833;  m.  September 
7,  1786,  Auzba  Smith,  daughter  of  Moses  Smith,  of 
Shelburn,  b.  April  18,  1763. 

Springfield,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa. 

He  was  born  in  Shelburn,  where  he  lived  until  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  service  at  Shelburn,  March, 
1781,  in  Capt.  Green's  Co.  and  Col.  Varnum's  Regiment,  and  remained 
until  June  7, 1783,  when  he  was  discharged.  Nearly  all  the  duty  of 
Col.  Varnum's  Regiment  was  in  the  state  of  New  York  and  Vermont. 
After  he  left  the  service,  he  married  and  removed  to  Springfield, 
Bradford  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  settled  upon  a  farm  very  heavily 
wooded,  and  with  almost  no  improvements.  He  began  his  home 
life  in  a  log  cabin,  and  with  "  lifting  up  his  axe  upon  the  great 
trees."  His  life  there  was  literally  that  of  a  backwoodsman,  sub- 
jected to  all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  such  a  life.  The  chief 
and  principal  legacy  left  to  his  family  was  that  of  an  example  of  a 
devoted  christian  life. 

38  Sarah,6  b.  May  28,  1787,  d.  ;  m.  ,  David 

Phinney,  of  Jefferson,  N.  Y. 

39  Mary,6b.  March  4,   1789,   d.   September  15,   1852;  m. 

,  Oliver  Gates. 

40  Samuel,6  b.  March  22,  1793. 

41  Elisha,6b.  January  31,  1795. 
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42  Patience,6  b.  March  21,  1797,  d.  ;  m.  September 

30,  1818,  John  Harkness. 

43  Clarissa,6  b.  May  20,   1799,  d. ;  m,   October  15, 

1827,  Almon  Berry. 

44  Martin,6  b.  October  26,  1801,  d.  August  27,  1802. 
(26)   Selah   Severance,5  (Martin,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1) 

b.  September  26,  1771,  d.  October  8,  1832;  m.  Novem- 
ber 30,  1797,  Hannah  Putnam,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Putnam,  of  Wilton,  N.  H.,  b.  October  24,  1779,  d. 

May  30,  1854. 

Shelburn,  Mass. 

He  settled  first  in  the  town  of  Heath,  Mass.,  on  a  farm  west  of 
the  centre.  About  the  year  1807  he  removed  to  Shelburn,  and 
eventually  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  north  central  portion  of  the 
town,  where  he  spent  his  days  in  quiet.  He  was  no  politician,  took 
no  special  active  part  in  town  affairs;  was  Selectman  two  or  three 
years.  Politically  he  was  a  Whig,  but  not  a  very  out-spoken  one* 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  devoted  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church;  always  liberal  with  their  means  for  the  support  of  the  gospel 
and  the  beneficent  enterprises  of  the  day. 

45  Fairfield,6  b.  May  26,  1799. 

46  Asaph,6  b.  January  1,  1802,  d.  October  20,  following. 

47  Emily,6  b.    January  20,   1803,   d.    ;  m.  , 

1831,  Wm.  Bordwell. 

48  Asaph,6  b.  May  20,  1805,  d.  July  18,  1806. 

49  Luther,6  b.  January  22,  1808. 

50  A  daughter,6  b.  October  22,  1809,  d.  same  day. 

51  Calvin,6  April  22,  1811,  d.  September  29,  1819. 

52  Lorenzo,6  b.  March  25,  1813. 

53  Hervey,6  b.  February  25,  1815. 

54  John  F.,6  b.  March  12,  1817. 

55  Caroline,6  b.  June  28,  1819,  d.  April  17,  1821. 

56  Hannah  C.,6  b.  May  19,  1821;  m.  May  17,  1849,  Baxter 

Forbes. 

57  Lucretia  S.,6  b.  September  6,  1823;  m.  March  23,  1853, 

Frederic  A.  Bell. 

(30)  John  Severance,5  (John,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b. 

January  19,  1746,   d.  ;  m.  ,  1784,  Zer- 

niah  Nichols. 

Beknardston,  Mass. 
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But  little  is  known  of  him  further  than  that  he  settled  in  Ber- 
nardston  on  land  purchased  of  his  father,  the  deed  for  which  is  still 
in  existence.  How  long  he  lived  here  is  unknown,  or  whether  he 
died  there  is  equally  uncertain.  The  following  record  has  been 
found  of  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  to  his  brother  David,  viz.:  "John 
Severance,  Jr.,  sold  to  David  Severance,  lot  No.  5,  4th  division,  con- 
taining twenty-five  acres.    Price  £12, 10s. 

Thomas  Edwards,  John  Severance, 

Olive  Edwards.  Zeruiah  Severance. 

May  15, 1793." 

No  further  record  has  been  found  of  him.  All  that  has  been 
found  of  his  family  is  that  he  had  one  daughter,  Sarah,  who  married 
Joseph  Stebbins,  of  Northfield,  Mass.,  and  that  she  died  young.  It 
is  probable  there  were  more,  but  no  positive  evidence  of  it. 

(31)  David  Severance,5  (John,4  Joseph.3  John,2  John1)  b. 
February  4,  1747,  d.  November  25,  1838;  m.  Janu- 
ary 15,  1778,  Sally  Sauter,  b.  May  10,  1759,  d.  June 
12,    1815;   m.    July,    1816,    Mrs.    Lucy   Billings,    d. 

November  5,  1844. 

Bernardston,  Mass. 

He  settled  on  a  farm  on  what  is  known  as  "Huckle  Hill"  in 
Bernardston,  where  he  spent  his  days.  He  lived  a  very  quiet  life; 
served  his  town  in  some  of  its  offices  of  trust,  such  as  Selectman  and 
Assessor;  but  in  no  sense  was  he  ambitious  to  be  regarded  as  a 
prominent  leading  man;  eminently  social;  everybody's  uncle;  highly 
respected  by  all. 

58  Guy,6  b.  March  12,  1779,  d.  April  6,  1782. 

59  Guy,6  b.  May  21,  1784,  4.  June  23,  1843,  unm. 

60  Seth,6  b.  January  6,  1787. 

61  Horace,6  b.  July  15,  1790,  d.  November  8,  1794. 

62  Oren,6b.  May  10,  1792,  d.  November  11,  1811. 

63  Lovina,6  b.  April  7,  1794,  cl.  September  15,  following. 

64  Horace,6  b.  June  23,  1796. 

65  Rachel,6  b.    September  2,   1798;  m.  — ,  Oliver,  of 

Long  Island. 
QQ  Sarah,6  b.  February  12,  1800,  m. ,  Luther  Clark. 

67  Sophronia,6  b.  April  11,  1802,  d.  Sept.  30,  1805. 

68  Lovina,6  b.  November  3,   1804,   d.   June  25,   1837;  m. 

January  16,  1817,  Alden  Eason. 

69  Sophronia,6  December  23,  1806,  m. ,  Polycarpus 

Alexander. 
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(35)  Daniel  Severance,5  (John,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John,1)  b 

Dec.  18,  1764,  d.  January  6,  1828;  m.  January  3, 
1790,  Lydia  Healy,  b.  September  23,  1767,  d.  Janu- 
ary 24,  1846. 

Winchester,  N.  H. 

He  was  a  prominent  business-  man;  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  town,  public  spirited  and  energetic.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years  he  headed  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  for  a  grant  for  a 
lottery  to  aid  in  building  a  road  from  Northfield,  Mass.,  and  Win- 
chester to  Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  through  Hinsdale.  The  petition  was 
granted,  the  money  raised,  the  road  built  as  it  now  runs;  he  being 
one  of  the  supervisors  of  the  whole  work,  a  distance  of  fourteen 
miles  over  a  heavy  timbered  country  and  with  but  a  single  settle- 
ment between  the  three  points,  that  of  Hinsdale,  where  the  road 
from  Northfield  and  Winchester  unite.  Through  his  whole  life  he 
was  a  philanthropist  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

70  John  Jenks.6  b.  October  15,  1790. 

71  Daniel  Arms,6  b.  July  10,  1793,  d.  September  27,  1796. 

72  Zama/  b.  September  8,  1795,  d.  September  28,  1796. 

73  Zama,6  b.  January  20,  1798,  d.  March  22,  1845. 

74  Lydia,6  b.  April  19,  1800,  d.  January  5,  1824. 

75  Daniel  Arms,6  b.  October  29,  1802. 

76  John  Healy,6  b.  January  6,  1805. 

77  Cynthia,6  b.  December  13,  1806,  d.  October  12,  1823. 

78  Ezra,6  b.  November  23,  1808,  d.  August  8,  1823. 

(36)  Jonathan    Severance,5   (Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2 

John1)  b.  April  11,  1790,  d.  May  15,  1845;  m.  Janu- 
ary 10,  1783,  Elisabeth  McClellan,  dau.  of  Hugh 
McClellan,  of  Colerain,  Mass.,  b.   July  25,  1852,  d. 

May  5,  1825. 

Truxton,  N.  Y. 

Born  and  lived  in  Greenfield  with  his  father  until  1800,  when  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  Truxton,  N.  Y.,  purchased  a  farm  of 
Elnathan  Benedict  which  he  moved  onto  in  1801  and  there  he  spent 
his  remaining  days,  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety-five  years,  one  month, 
four  days.  Before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  his 
father  built  in  Greenfield  the  first  grist-mill  in  the  region  and  it  fell 
to  the  lot  of  this  son  to  act  as  the  miller.  During  the  progress  of  the 
war  he  was  drafted  into  the  service,  and  in  order  to  keep  the  mill  in 
operation  his  father  procured  a  substitute  in  his  place.  He  was  a 
man  of  medium  height,  straight,  broad-shouldered,  fine  physique, 
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very  supple,  would  turn  a  summersault  at  the  age  of  seventy -five 
years  to  the  perfect  disgust  of  the  boys.  Only  once  did  he  return 
to  his  Greenfield  home  for  a  visit,  making  the  journey  on  horseback. 
Vigor  and  activity  were  characteristics  of  his  whole  life,  even  until 
the  wheels  of  nature  ceased  to  move  longer.  He  was  highly  esteemed 
as  a  man  and  a  citizen  in  the  community  where  he  lived  and  univer- 
sally mourned  at  his  death. 

79  Jonathan,6  b.  October  17,  1783,  d.  July  4,  1788. 

80  Hannah,6  b.  April  26,   1785,   m.   September  12,  1805, 

Charles  Stewart. 

81  Elisabeth,6  b.  February  24,   1787,   d.  July  4,  1807;  m. 

September  12,    1805,   Jonathan  Squires,   of  Fabius, 
N.  Y. 

82  Jonathan,6  b.  October  23,  1788. 

83  John,6  b.  December  5,  1791. 

It  has  often  been  a  matter  of  profound  regret  with  the  compiler 
of  the  Severance  Genealogy,  that  he  was  compelled  to  confine  him- 
self exclusively  to  the  family  name,  and  not  be  allowed  to  include  at 
least  the  first  generation  of  the  alliances  thereto,  consequently  we 
have  yielded  to  fate,  but  in  this  instance  the  impulse  is  too  great  to 
be  resisted.  Let  the  Spartan  mother  (No.  816)  go  on  record  through 
her  representative  son,  the  Hon.  Robert  M.  Stewart,  one  of  eight 
children,  to  train  for  the  world. 

In  the  year  1858  he  was  elected  governor  of  Missouri.  A  staunch 
union  man,  yet  he  was  elected  governor  by  pro-slavery  votes.  He 
boldly  and  fearlessly  vetoed  all  the  pro-slavery  bills  passed  by  the 
legislature  to  get  negroes  out  of  the  state  or  sell  them  back  into 
slavery.  Also  the  iniquitous  "  St.  Louis  Court  Bill,"  and  so  cogent 
was  his  reasoning  in  his  vetoes  that  they  were  unable  to  pass  the 
bills  over  them,  and  failing  in  this,  they  endeavored  to  bully  him  by 
indignation  meeting  of  the  most  disgraceful  character.  The  legisla- 
ture even  passed  a  resolution  demanding  a  reason  for  one  of  his  par- 
ticular vetoes,  in  answer  to  which  his  Spartan  reply  was,  "  It  was 
my  prerogative  and  I  had  the  will  to  do  so,  and  did  it."  The  records 
of  the  State  Legislature  of  Missouri  for  the  years  1858-9  contain  his 
veto  messages,  which  will  remain  for  all  aftertime  documents  sel- 
dom excelled  in  cogency  of  reasoning  and  independence  of  thought 
and  action,  standing  unflinchingly  by  the  cause  of  right  and  justice. 
All  honor  to  the  name  of  Gov.  Robert  M.  Stewart,  and  all  honor  to 
the  name  of  the  mother  who  bore  him,  Mrs.  Elisabeth  (Severance) 
Stewart. 

(41)   Joseph  Severance,5  (Jonathan, 4  Joseph, 3  John, 2  John1) 
b.  September  20,   1760,   d.   November  27,  1829;  m. 


20  SEVERANCE    GENEALOGY. 

September   28,   1778,   Mercy   Allen,    d.    August  3, 

1801. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

84  Joseph,6  b.  February  1,  1780. 

85  Christina,6  b.   March  9,  1871,  m.  July  5,  1800,  Aaron 

White. 

86  Pliny,6  b.  May  27,  1782,  d.  November  7  following. 

87  Rodney,6  b.  November  7,  1783. 

88  Mercy,6  b.  December  27,  1785,  d.  May  8,  1848. 

89  Jemima,6  b.  April  2,  1788,  m.  ,  W.  P.  Warner. 

90  Susanna,6  b.   July   17,   1791,  m.  May  27,  1811,  Elisha 

Munn. 

91  Horace,6  b.  September  24,  1793. 

92  Pliny,6  b.  January  24,  1796. 

93  Henry,6  ) 

Vb.  July  27,  1798. 

94  Lovina,6  J  d.  April  3,  1866,  unm. 

42  Solomon  Severance,5  (Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2 
John1)  b.  November  10,  1762,  d.  November  12,  1804; 
m.  November  21,  1785,  Hannah  Hoyt,  dau.  of 
Jonathan  Hoyt,  of  Deerfield,  Mass. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

Born  in  Greenfield,  Mass.,  and  so  far  as  known  lived  there  until 
about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  when  he  removed  into  the  town  of 
Shelburn  adjoining  on  the  west,  and  settled  on  a  farm,  later  known 
as  the  Hansom  Farm.  He  was  a  man  somewhat  prominent  in  town 
matters,  especially  conspicuous  in  military  affairs.  He  passed  all  the 
grades  of  office  from  corporal  to  colonel;  served  several  terms  as 
selectman,  which,  then,  was  about  the  only  office  of  trust  and  honor 
in  the  gift  of  the  town,  and  was  seldom  conferred  upon  any  one  save 
those  especially  fitted  to  fill  the  position  with  honor. 

95  Robert  Bruce,6  b.  October  1,  1786. 

96  Otis,6  b.  October  12,  1788. 

97  Harriet,6  b.   October  18,   1790,   d.   August,   1857;  m. 

,  George  Winslow,  M.D. 

98  Amanda,6 )  d.  October  12,  1802. 

Vb.  Jan.  28,  1793. 

99  Miranda,6 )  d.  August  15, 1855; m.  Decem- 

ber 31,  1817,  Joel  Allis. 
100  Solomon,6  b.  July  26,  1795,  d.  January  21,  1797. 
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101  Solomon,6  b.  November  1,  1797,  d.  October  8,  1802. 

102  Jonathan  Hoyt,6   b.    October  5,    1799,   d.    October  5, 

1802. 

103  Guy,6  b.  September  12;  1801,  d.  October  5,  1802. 

104  Emily,6  b.  September  22,  1803,  d.  Jannary  2,  1871;  m. 

— ,  Joseph  Sweet,  of  Shelburn. 

(44)  Elihu  Severance,5  (Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John,1) 
b.  September  5,  1766,  d.  November  24,  1841;  m. 
November  26,  1801,  Martha  Hitchcock,  dau.  of  Luke 
Hitchcock,  d.  December  13,  1836. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

Settled  in  Greenfield.  A  hatter  by  trade;  also  a  farmer.  He 
was  a  prominent  man  in  all  public  affairs  of  the  day  and  most  highly 
esteemed  as  a  citizen  and  christian  gentleman;  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Orthodox  Congregational  Church.  Always  led  a  very  quiet 
life. 

105  Ralph  Abacrombie,6  b.  January  15,  1803. 

106  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,6  b.  July  23,  1805. 

(46)  Rufus  Severance.5  (Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John,1) 
b.  March  28,  1770,  d.  September  10,  1819;  m.  Janu- 
ary 7,  1802,   Sarah  Newton,   d.   August  5,  1806;  m. 

,  Tirzah  Root,  of  Montague,  Mass. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

107  Guy  Carlton,6  b.  November  12,  1802. 

108  Solomon,6  b.  January  4,  1805. 

109  Rufus  Newton,6  b.  August  3,  1806. 

110  Jonathan  Root,6  b.  August  27,  1811. 

111  Franklin  C.6  b.  . 

112  George  W.6  b. . 

113  Sally,6  b. . 

114  William6,  b. . 

(49(  Moses  Severance,5  (Moses,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1) 
b.  October  10,  1763,  d.  October  21,  1823;  m.  Decem- 
ber 25,  1800,  Abigail  Austin. 

Montague,  Mass. 

Settled  on  the  homestead;  was  one  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
for  eleven  years;   captain  of  the  militia  company  of  the  town  for 
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several  years;  a  progressive  practical  farmer;  an  esteemed  citizen;  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  for  about  forty 
years  and  universally  respected. 

115  Almira,6  b.  September  15,  1801,  d.  December  25,  1814. 

116  George,6  b.  April  20,  1804,  d.  December  2,  1813. 

117  Charles,6  b.  January  7,  1807. 

118  Harriet,6  b.  March  5,  1810,  m.  May  19,  1827,  Kendall 

B.  Abbott. 

(54)  Elihu  Severance,5  (Moses,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b. 
September  6,  1773,  d.  March  5,  1834;  m.  September 
10,  1796,  Tryphena  Gunn,  b.  August  30,  1775,  d. 
April  17,  1854. 

Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 

Born  in  Montague,  Mass.,  moved  to  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.,  in  1799 
and  settled  on  a  farm;  held  a  lieutenant's  commission  in  1800;  was 
for  years  commissioner  of  highways,  also  school  inspector,  and  su- 
pervisor of  the  town  for  successive  terms,  which  office  he  held  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

119  Luther,6  b.  October  29,  1797. 

120  Moses,6  b.  September  1,  1799. 

121  Apollos,6  b.  May  20,  1802. 

122  Sophia,6  b.  June  10,  1805,  d.  August  3,  1879;  m. , 

Daniel  M.  Fairchild. 

123  Henry,6  b.  January  30,  1808. 

124  Mary,6  b.  December  15,  1810,  d.  October  27,  1878;  m. 

,  Lewis  Sears. 

124  Charles,6  b.  August  29,  1813. 


SIXTH  GENERATION  OF  PARENTS— SEVENTH 
GENERATION  OF  CHILDREN. 

(1)  Samuel  Severance,6  (Ebenezer,5Ebenezer,4Ebenezer,3 
John,2  John1)  b.  February  2,  1765,  d.  February  11, 
1851;  m.  January  30,  1791,  Mary  Kirby,  of  Litch- 
field, Conn.,  b.  August  1,  1771,  d.  June  15,  1861. 

MlDDLEBURY,  Vt. 


SEVERANCE    GENEALOGY.  23 

Samuel,  when  a  young  man  and  before  his  father  removed  from 
Northfleld,  started  out  unmarried  and  alone  to  make  for  himself  a 
home  in  the  wilderness.  His  stock  and  store  as  he  turned  into  the 
forest  consisted  of  a  yoke  of  stags,  an  ox-sled,  two  log  chains,  some 
harrow  teeth,  an  ax,  a  chest  of  clothing  and  provisions,  a  half  barrel 
of  whisky,  a  half  barrel  of  pork  and  a  cow;  not  a  bad  outfit  for  those 
times.  He  pitched  his  camp,  after  due  time,  in  Middlebury,  Vt., 
some  twenty-five  miles  beyond  Pittsford,  the  nearest  point,  at  which 
was  a  grist-mill.  Here  he  drove  his  stakes  and  stretched  his  cords. 
He  settled  on  the  east  end  of  lot  55,  cleared  lots  18  and  19,  which 
were  entirely  wild. 

1  Ebenezer,7  b.  November  3,  1791. 

2  Eusebia,7  b.  April  24,  1793,  d.  September  10,  1794. 

3  Patty,7  b.  March  9,  1795,  unm. 

4  Hannah,7   b.    August   4,    1797,    d.    April   30,  1822;  m. 

October  2,  1821,  Leonard  Dakins. 

5  Eusebia,7  b,  January  19,  1800,  m.  September  20,  1821, 

John  P.  Alvord. 

6  Oliver,7  b.  April  27,  1802,  d.  May  10,  1826. 

7  Eunice,7  b.    December  11,    1804,   m.   January  1,  1827, 

Clark  Kirby. 

8  Azubia,7  b.   February  8,   1807,  m.  February  15,  1838, 

William  S.  Rockwell. 

9  Samuel  Smith,7  b.  May  22,  1809. 

10  Ann  Barnum,7  b.  July  29,  1811,  unm. 

11  Darius,7  b.  February  15,  1814. 

(4)  Daniel  Severance,6  (Ebenezer,5  Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3 
Jobn,2  John,1)  b.  November  19,  1768,  d.  January  22, 
1859;  m.  August  12,  1807,  Polly  Starkweather,  d. 
,   m.    June  15,    1828,   Emeline  L.  ,  d.)  S 


jJ/ijCrl  *      September  20,  1873. 

Gill,  Mass. 

12  Nelson,7  b.  February  3,  1808. 

13  Alvah,7  b.  April  26,  1809. 

14  Marilla,7  b.  December  20,  1810. 

15  Mary  Parthena,7  b.  April  15,  1814. 

16  Lovina,7  b.  March  10,  1815. 

17  Charlotte,7  b.  June  27,  1816. 

18  Lucretia,7  b.  June  15,  1818. 


'JuB-AytjS 
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19  Curtis  D.7  b.  July  6,  1819. 

20  Martha,7  b.  November  15,  1823. 

(7)  Enos  Severance/   (Ebenezer,5  Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3 

John,2  John1)   b.   November  24,    1776,   d.    July  26, 

1842;  m.  January  1,   1801,  Lydia  Petty,  d. , 

m.  1814,  Chloe  Emerson,  d. ,  m.  Mrs.  Abigail 

Field. 

MlDDLEBURY,  VT. 

Enos  — ■ settled  on  a  farm  in  Northfield  which  was  afterward 

set  off  to  the  town  of  Gill.  Much  of  his  time  and  attention  was 
given  to  the  honey  bee,  in  which  he  was  especially  successful,  pro- 
ducing a  large  quantity  of  the  choicest  honey  as  well  as  largely  in- 
creasing the  number  of  his  swarms,  and  withal  a  "  small  farmer  " 
in  those  days. 

21  Philena,7b.  March  25,   1802,   d.   October  18,  1875;  m. 

December  12,  1829,  Rev.  Stillman  Morgan. 

22  Roxana,7  b.   September  9,   1807,  d.  June  21,  1877;  m. 

E.  P.  Landon. 

23  Lydia,7  b.  December  28,  1815,  m. ,*Hutchinson. 

(8)  Moses  Severance,6  (Ebenezer,5  Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3 

John,2  John1)  b.  February  2,  1778,  d.  August  13, 
1851;  m.  January  17,  1799,,Kezia  Andrews,  b.  June 
9,  1781,  dau.  of  James  and  Ruth  (Mills),  Andrews, 
Ohio. 

Andrews,  Ohio. 

24  Ruth  Ann,7  b.   May  13,   1802,   d.   December  27,  1875; 

m.  ,  Jedediah  Darrow. 

25  Harriet  A.7  b.   January  1,   1800,   d.  May  22,  1882;  m. 

,  Julius  C.  Johnson. 

26  Eliza,7  b.   May  24,   1805,   d.   July  5,  1877;  m. , 

Rodney  Price. 

27  Sophia,7  b.  March  7,  1807,  d.  March  16  following. 

28  Augustus  K7  b.  February  16,  1808. 

29  Lyman  M.7  b.  April  11,  1811. 

30  William,7  b.  August  19,  1812,  d.  October,  1815. 

31  James  A.7  b.  December  14,  1814. 

32  Lucretia  M.7  b.  March  10,  1817,  m. ,  Stephen  S. 

Mclntyre. 
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33  Lucina  M.7  b.  February  26,  1819,  d. ;  m. 

Eli  P.  Kins. 


34  Charry  M.7  b.  October  29,  1821,  m. ,  Luman  C. 

Hyde. 

35  William,7  b.    October  10,   1824,  d.  November  15  fol- 

lowing. 

36  William,7  )  d.  August  17,  1829. 

lb.  March  16,  1827. 

37  Mary,7       j  d.   May  8,   1870,  m. ,  Eli 

P.  King. 

(12)  Oren  Severance,6  (Abner,5  Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3 
John,2  John1)  b.  April  9,  1788,  d.  December  20,  1826; 
m.  June  23,  1809,  Chloe  Munn,  b.  March  18,  1787, 
d.  September  8,  1877. 

Gill,  Mass. 

38  Samuel,7  b.  July  17,  1810,  d.  in  Boston;  no  record  of 

him. 

39  Mary,7  b.  March  7,  1812,  unm. 

40  Avery,7  b.  September  15,  1814. 

41  Ruth,7  b.  November  6,  1816,  d.  1870;  m.  ,  Lor- 

enzo P.  Munn. 

42  Horace,7  b.  December  27,  1818. 

43  Harry,7  b.  February  7,  1820;  in  IT.  S.  Navy,  last  heard 

of  him. 

44  Chandler,7  b.  November  12,  1822. 

45  Rhoda,7  b.  November  7,  1824,  d.  1841. 

(15)  Obed  Severance,6  (Abner,5  Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3 
John,2  John1)  b.  June  22,  1792,  d.  April  13,  1869; 
m.  June  8,  1817,  Nancy  Hale. 

Gill,  Mass. 

46  Elvira,7  b.  July  31,  1818,  d.  July  9,  1857;  m. , 

Adolphus  Hosley. 

47  Harris,7  b.  June  17,  1820. 

48  Leonard,7  b.  July  25,  1822. 

49  Alvin,7  b.  July  29,  1824. 

50  Evaline,7  b.  February  19,  1827,  d.  August  31,  1864;  m 

,  John  Clark. 
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51  Sarah,7  b.    July    29,    1829,   m.    April    3,    1856,   Luke 

Hosley. 

52  Adaline,7  b.  July  3,   1831,   d.  November  3,   1868,  m. 

Robert  Alexander. 

53  Charles,7  b.  September  16,  1834. 

(16)  Joseph    Severance,6    (Matthew,5   Joseph,4  Joseph,3 

John,2  John1)  b.  April  27,  1763,  d.  January  30,  1852; 
m.  November  28,  1790,  Lydia  Nims,  b.  July  19, 
1767,  d.  March  24,  1840. 

No  family.  Settled  in  Shelburn,  Mass.  A  tailor  by  trade.  Kept 
a  tavern  at  the  center  of  the  town  near  the  old  church,  where  there 
were  but  four  other  dwellings  a  half  century  ago  or  more.  His  bar- 
room was  a  general  place  of  resort  of  the  attendants  upon  church  on 
the  Sabbath  during  the  intermission,  where  they  always  found  a 
large  blazing  tire  during  the  winter  in  the  spacious  fire-place,  before 
which  the  topics  of  the  day  were  discussed  and  not  unfrequently 
solaced  with  a  mug  of  "  Flip,"  than  whom,  no  one  was  more  skillful 
in  preparing  than  "  Uncle  Joe,"  as  we  boys  took  for  granted  being 
only  lookers  on.  His  hall  was  always  in  readiness  for  singing 
schools,  balls  and  select  parties.  As  a  host,  "  Uncle  Joe,"  though  a 
short  man  in  stature,  was  like  Saul,  head  and  shoulders  above  them 
all.  He  held  the  office  of  town  clerk  for  seventeen  consecutive  years. 
In  those  early  days  it  was  the  custom  to  publicly  cry  out  the  inten- 
tion of  marriage  between  parties  in  the  church  at  the  close  of  the 
afternoon  service  two  successive  Sabbaths.  To  do  this  was  "  Uncle 
Joe's  "  especial  pride.  With  a  slight  lisp  to  his  voice,  he  was  always 
sure  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  entire  congregation,  which  was 
made  up  of  the  whole  township.  On  one  occasion  he  made  a  slight 
mistake  which  produced  a  merriment  among  the  congregation  he 
never  quite  recovered  from.  Standing  erect  in  the  old-fashioned, 
high-back,  square  pew,  his  sonorous  voice  sang  out,  "  Marriage  is  in- 
tended between  Mr.  James and  Miss  Jane God  no — 

and  Miss  Anna ,"  an  error  at  which  he  was  sadly  chagrined 

for  a  long  time.  When  another  one  was  elected  to  fill  the  office  of 
town  clerk  in  his  stead,  after  seventeen  years  of  service,  he  took  it 
sore  to  heart,  declaring  that  the  whole  town  had  "  turned  against 
him,"  though  then  an  old  man. 

(17)  Matthew  Severance,6  (Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3 

John,2  John1)  b.  July  11,  1765,  d.  October  29,  1834; 
m.  November  25,  1784,  Mary  Wells,  b.  August  24, 
1767. 

Leyden,  Mass. 
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54  Mehitable,7  b.  August  7,  1787,  d.  April  6,  1805. 

55  Mary,7  b.  March  24,  1790,  d.  July  20,  1812;  m. , 

Samuel  Eason. 

56  Matthew,7  b.    November  2,    1793,    d.    September    21, 

1805. 

57  Cyrus,7  b.  November  15,  1796. 

58  Chester,7  b.  April  20,  1799. 

59  Miranda,7  b.  January  29,  1802,  d.   December  5,   1805. 

60  Emerancy,7  b.  March  21,  1804,  d.  November  23,  1871; 

m. ,  Jonathan  Bliss. 

61  Matthew,7  b.  August  9,  1807. 

62  Ross,7  b.  May  12,  1810,  d.  the  28th  following. 

63  Cephas  Clesson,7  b.  April  23,  1812. 

(20)  Consider  Severance,"  (Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3 

John,2  John,1)  b.   December  25,   1771,   d.  April  13, 
1840;  m.  August  16,  1801,  Elisabeth  Craige. 

Burlington,  Vt. 

64  Elisabeth,7  b.  July  9,  1805,  d.  April  21,  1812. 

65  Charles  Consider,7  b.  October  17,  1807. 

66  George,7  b.  August  4,  1810. 

67  Elisabeth,7  b.  January  28,  1815,  d.  February  17,  1844. 

68  Mary,7  b.  February  20,  1817,  d.  April  1882;  m. , 

Rev.  A.  B.  Rich. 

69  Laura  Ann,7  b.  April  12,  1819,  d.  May  29,  1839. 

Zenas  Severance,6  (Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3 
John,2  John1)  b.  July  12,  1767,  d. ;  m.  Janu- 
ary 1,  1790,  Eunice  Wood. 

Ebenezer,7  b.  January  1,  1792. 

Leonard,7  b.  November  6,  1791. 

Abagail,7  b.  December  7,  1793,  m. ,  Parker. 

Experience,7  b.  July  13,  1795,  m. ,  Slade. 

(21)  Ruel  Severance,6  (Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2 

John1)  b.  December  29,  1773,  d. ,  m.  January 

1,  1797,  Nancy  Wilbur,  b.  August  16,  1779. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

70  Ruel,7  b.  May  8,  1798. 

71  Joseph,7  b.  June  10,  1800,  d.  September  9,  1805. 
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(23)  Erastus    Severance,6   (Matthew,5   Joseph,*  Joseph,3 

John,2  John1)   b.    July   6,    1779,    d.    September   22, 

1816;  in.  January  1,  1802,  Mary  Hall,  d. ,  m. 

,  Elisabeth  Lewis,  d.  September  16,  1816. 

Bennington,  Vt. 

Born  in  Leyden,  Mass.  Settled  in  Bennington,  Vt.  Extensive 
manufacturer  of  boots  and  shoes.  Sheriff  of  the  county  for  two 
terms;  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years.  His  wife  died  six  days 
before  he  did. 

72  Erastus,7  b.  December  13,  1817. 

73  Miranda,7  b.  June  27,  1820. 

(24)  Asaph    Severance,5    (Matthew,5    Joseph,4    Joseph,3 

John,2  John1)  b.  August  29,  1781,   d.   February  12, 
1862;  m.  October  18,  1800,  Amittai  Eason. 

Bristol,,  Vt. 

Born  in  Leyden,  Mass.  Settled  in  Bristol,  Vt.  Carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes;  also  a  stone  mason  by  trade.  He 
made  this  his  principal  business  for  a  few  years,  after  which  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  and  began  farming,  with  which  he  coupled  that  of 
lumbering  cut  from  the  timber  on  his  own  farm.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  for  which  service  he  received  one-half 
section  of  land. 

74  Curtis,7  b.  October  7,  1804. 

75  Mehitable,7  b.  October  7,  1806. 

76  Electa   E.7  b.    March   4,    1809,    m. ,    Ransom 

Drake. 

77  Amittai,7  b.  March  20,  1811. 

78  George  W.7  b.  July  4,  1813. 

79  Sarah  L.7  b.  November  15,  1816. 

80  Luther  N.7  b.  January  28,  1819. 

81  Asaph,7  b.  February  23,  1822,  d.  February  6,  1864. 

(25)  Ezra  Severance,5  (Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2 

John1)  b.   January  5,   1784,   d. ;  m.  , 

Jane  Elliott. 

Leyden,  Mass. 

(37)   Asa  Severance,9  (Martin,5  Martin,*  Joseph,3   John,2 

John1)  b.   October  9,  1802,  d.  ;  m.  November 

18,  1823,  Calista  Bay  den. 

Shelburn  Falls,  Mass. 
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Born  at  Shelburn  Falls,  Mass.,  on  the  homestead  of  his  grand- 
father, who  was  the  first  to  settle  in  the  township.  Here  he  spent 
his  days,  succeeding  his  father  as  owner  and  possessor  of  the  estate. 
Aside  from  the  offices  of  public  trust  in  the  town,  such  as  selectman 
and  assessor,  which  he  was  called  to  fill,  he  was  largely  identified 
with  duties  more  public  and  responsible.  For  a  term  of  years  he 
served  on  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners;  represented  his  dis- 
trict in  the  State  Legislature  for  two  years;  served  as  colonel  of 
militia  for  three  years.  He  made  a  public  profession  of  religion  in 
1819,  uniting  with  the  First  Congregational  Church;  was  elected 
deacon  March  5,  1811,  which  office  he  continued  to  fill  until  his  re- 
lationship was  transferred  to  the  Second  Congregational  Church  at 
the  Falls,  where  he  assumed  the  same  incumbent  duties  which  were 
continued  until  his  death. 

82  Amelia,7  b.  October  31,  1824,  d.  August  28,  1843. 

83  Martin  J.7  b.  December  24,  1826. 

84  Tirzah  C.7  b.  August  3,  1829,  m.  December  16,  1853, 

J.  R.  Patch. 

85  Sarah  L.7  b.  October  20,  1831,  m.  November  11,  1857, 

Samuel  X.  Gragg. 

86  Melvin  A.7  b.  June  4,  1833. 

87  Ellen  R.7  b.  May  27,   1835,  m.   May  7,  1857,  William 

Gragg. 

88  Edward  E.7  b.  October  7,   1837,  killed  in  battle  June 

24,  1863. 

89  Henry  C.7  b.  March  14,  1840,  killed  in  battle  May  31, 

1862. 

90  Amelia   S.7  b.    August   25,    1844,    m.    May   25,'  1876, 

David  E.  Wilson. 

91  Alvan  A.7  b.  March  7,  1848. 

(40)  Samuel    Severance,6    (Samuel,5    Martin/    Joseph,3 

John,2   John,2)    b.    March    22,    1793,    d. ;   m. 

,   ,   d.    ,   m.   January  12,    1850, 

Mary  A.  Parks,  b.  June  15,  1803. 

Springfield,  Pa. 

92  Belle,7  b.  October  27,  1851,  m.  September  13,  1874,  T. 

L.   Kinyon. 

93  Mary,7  b.  December  11,  1853. 

94  Clarence,7 
b.  February  21,  1858,  unm. 

95  Clara,7 
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(41)  Elisha  Severance,6  (Samuel,5  Martin,4  Joseph,3  John,2 

John1)  b.  January  31,  1795,  d.   ;  m.  April  23, 

1823,  Martha  Bangs,  b.  February  25,  1802,  d.  April 
12,  1829,  m.  May  7,  1831,  Phebe  B.  (Tracy)  Morgan, 
d.  January  7,  1879. 

Chicago,  Ohio. 

96  Charles  F.7  b.  July  26,   1824,   d.  December  11  follow- 

ing. 

97  Lucian,7  b.  November  15,  1825,  d.  August  23,  1826. 

98  Clarissa,7  b.  February  24,   1828,  d.  April  1  following. 

99  Samuel  M.7  b.  February  8,  1829. 

100  William  M.7  b.  February  12,  1832. 

101  Byron,7  b.  November  8,  1833,  d.  July  28,  1835. 

102  Warren,7  b.  October  9,  1836. 

103  Byron,7  b.  February  2,  1839. 

(45)  Fairfield  Severance,6  (Salah,5  Martin,4  Joseph,3  John,2 
John1)  b.  May  26,  1799,  d.  October  4,  1883;  m. 
November  29,  1826,  Cynthia  Davy  Douglass. 

Shelburn  Falls,  Mass. 

Born  in  the  town  of  Heath,  Mass.  Went  with  parents  to  Shel- 
burn where  they  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  north  central  part  of  the 
town  in  1810.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  went  to  Montague, 
where  he  lived  until  after  his  majority,  when  he  engaged  in  business 
in  Boston  and  Taunton.  In  1828  he  returned  to  Shelburn,  and 
soon  after  began  work  as  a  stone  mason,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed for  years.    He  settled  and  built  himself  a  home  at  Shelburn 

Falls,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  In  the  year 

he  united  with  the  Second  Congregational  Church;  lived  a  consist- 
ent Christian  life  and  died  in  the  full  hope  of  a  glorious  resurrection 
in  the  final  day. 

104  Emily  William,7  b.  December  23,  1827. 

105  Hannah  Jane,7  b.  September  20,  1829,  d. . 


106  Harriet  Augusta,7  b.  October  9,  1831,  m.   October  21, 

1879,  Joshua  Williams. 

107  John  Franklin,7  b.  January  24,  1835. 

108  Ellen  D.7  b.  October  13,   1841,  m.  ,  Josiah  Up- 

ton. 

109  Amelia  J.7  b.  September  11,  1843. 
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(49)  Luther  Severance,6  (Salah,5  Martin,4  Joseph,3  John,2 
John1)  b.  January  22,  1808,  d.  April  16,  1883,  m. 
March  31,  1831,  Polly  S.  Eddy,  b.  January  15, 
1814. 

Crete,  III. 

Born  in  the  town  of  Heath,  Mass.  Went  with  parents  to  Shel- 
burn  where  he  remained  until  past  his  minority,  when  he  engaged 
in  traveling  as  a  salesman  that  took  him  through  New  York  and 
Ohio,  which  was  then  known  as  the  "  far  west."  After  travelling  in 
this  capacity  for  some  years  he  finally  engaged  in  farming  in  the 
town  of  Ashfield  on  a  rented  farm,  but  having  seen  so  much  of  the 
west  he  decided  make  his  home  there.  He  landed  in  Chicago  with 
his  family  in  1853,  went  thirty  miles  south  to  the  town  of  Crete, 
Will  Co.,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  began  his  western  exper- 
ience as  a  farmer,  which  pursuit  he  ever  after  followed.  In  1873,  he 
made  a  public  profession  of  religion,  uniting  himself  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  died  as  he  lived,  trusting  in  Him  who  said, 
"  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life." 

110  Zebina  Henderson,7  b.   October  20,  1833,  d.  April  18, 

1841. 

111  Almina  M.7  b.    November   11,    1835,    d.    February  4, 

1853. 

112  Francelia  Gertrude,7  b.  November  28,  1838,  m.  Febru- 

13,  1854,  Austin  Hewes,  d.  ,  m.  October  11, 

1866,  David  S.  Bordwell. 

113  Herbert  Francis,7  b.  July  9,  1848. 

(52)  Lorenzo  Severance,6  (Salah,5  Martin/  Joseph,3  John,2 
John1)  b.  March  25,  1813,  d.  September  22,  1887;  m. 
March  27,  1834,  Amanda  C.  Stewart,  b.  November 
17,  1809. 

Shelburn,  Mass. 

Born  in  Shelburn.  Settled  on  a  farm  in  the  northeast  part  of 
the  town  in  1834.  Here  he  quietly  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
Highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  his  fellow-townsmen;  a  prosper- 
ous farmer;  a  good  citizen;  a  kind  neighbor  and  a  devoted  christian. 
He  united  with  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  1832,.  and  ever 
after  exemplified  his  firm  belief  in  the  Scripture  record  God  hath 
given  of  his  son.  When  attacked  with  his  last  illness,  he  inquired 
of  his  physician  as  to  the  probabilities  of  the  result  he  was  frankly 
told  that  it  was  very  doubtful,  to  which  he  calmly  replied  "  Very 
well,  I  am  ready,"  and  soon  after  died. 
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114  Calvin  Cuyler,7  b.    October  10,    1835,    d.    March  27, 

1836. 

115  Mary  Elisabeth,7  b.  May  3,  1837,  d.  March  8,  1890;  m. 

October  22,  1872,  Reuben  W.  Field. 

116  Martha  Ann,7  b.   May  3,  1839,  m.  November  8,  1877, 

Henry  O.  Draper,  b.  January  20,  1836. 

117  Benjamin  Franklin,7  b.  March  2,  1841. 

118  James  Hervey,7  b.  September  4,  1844,  d.  February  15, 

1846. 

119  Herman  Lorenzo,7  b.  November  4,   1854,  d.   February 

10,  1855. 

(53)  Hervey  Severance,6  (Salah,5  Martin,4  Joseph,3  John,2 

John1)  b.  February  25,  1815,  d.  May  16,  1885;  m. 
May  28,  1846,  Marian  Packard,  b.  December  5, 
1809. 

Lakewood,  N.  J. 

No  family.  Born  in  Slielburn,  Mass.  Lived  on  the  old  home- 
stead for  some  years  after  his  father's  death.  Disposing  of  the  farm, 
moved  to  Shelburn  Falls  and  built  for  himself  a  cottage  home. 
Here  he  engaged  in  mechanical  employ  which  proved  to  be  not 
altogether  congenial  to  his  mind.  He  was  an  extensive  reader,  fond 
of  history  and  science,  especially  of  science  applied  to  agriculture. 
He  was  what  might  be  called  a  natural  agriculturalist.  Disposing 
of  his  residence  at  the  Falls,  he  purchased  a  farm  in  South  Deer- 
field,  Mass.,  where  he  put  his  agricultural  theories  to  a  test  sufficient 
to  prove  the  utility  of  their  application.  He  ranked  among  the  best 
farmers  in  the  Connecticut  River  Valley.  A  man  of  sound,  practical 
judgment  on  all  questions  of  the  day.  A  free,  independent  thinker 
and  a  good  counsellor.  He  represented  his  district  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1870,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  In 
1872,  he  sold  his  farm  and  removed  to  Lakewood,  N.  J.,  and  there  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  fruit-growing  in  which  occupation  he  con- 
tinued until  1884,  when  failing  health  compelled  him,  by  the  advice 
of  his  physician,  to  return  to  his  Massachusetts  home,  hoping  for  a 
favorable  change,  but  in  vain;  he  soon  passed  away,  and  was  buried 
in  Arms  Cemetry  at  Shelburn  Falls. 

(54)  John  F.  Severance,0  (Salah,0  Martin,4  Joseph,3  John,2 

John1)  b.  March  12,  1817,  m.  November  23,  1848, 
Hannah  Maria  Lindsley,  b.  October  1.  1823. 

Chicago,  III. 
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He  spent  five  years  at  the  blacksmith  trade;  worked  three  years 
at  the  same,  then  fitted  for  Amherst  College,  and  graduated  from  the 
same;  spent  a  few  years  teaching,  then  graduated  from  Seminary 
and  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination,  at  which 
he  spent  most  of  the  time  until  the  present. 

120  Irving  Lindsley,6  b.  May  15,   1861,  d.  May  18  follow- 

ing. 

(60)  Seth  Severance,6  (David,5  John/  Joseph,3  John,2 
John1)  b.  August  8,  1787,  d.  March  7,  1856;  m.  June 
17,  1811,  Abigail  S.  Wells,   d.  September  10,  1821, 

m.  ,  Fanny  Wells,  d.  September  23,  1861. 

New  Haven,  N.  Y. 

COPIED   FROM   THE   OSWEGO   COUNTY    HISTORY. 

Seth  Severance  was  one  of  the  earliest  inhabitants  of  New 
Haven  township,  having  assisted  in  its  organization.  Nearly  three- 
fourths  of  a  century  ago  he  came  to  this  region,  then  an  almost  un- 
broken forest.  Like  all  pioneers,  he  struggled  with  the  incon- 
veniences and  trials  incident  to  the  settlement  of  a  new  country. 
But  he  lived  to  see  cultivated  fields  drive  the  forests  to  swamps  and 
rock-crested  hills;  to  see  the  beautiful  farm-house,  with  its  modern 
conveniences,  dot  every  hill  and  valley  around  him,  as  well  as  vil- 
lages with  their  stores,  mills,  churches,  schools  and  comfortable 
residences. 

He  maintained  a  character  for  unsullied  integrity  in  his  inter- 
course with  his  fellow-men.  He  enjoyed  the  implicit  confidence  of 
his  neighbors,  and  for  many  years  occupied,  by  their  suffrages,  the 
responsible  offices  of  the  township.  He  represented  them  in  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  this  county  twenty-two  years;  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  temporal  welfare  of  the  entire  region.  Himself  a 
model  farmer,  he  sought,  by  example  and  precept,  to  induce  thrift, 
good  taste,  and  the  highest  success  in  that  department.  In  this 
respect  his  death  was  a  public  loss,  reaching  far  beyond  his  own 
neighborhood. 

He  was  a  reformer,  a  friend  of  the  drunkard,  a  hater  of  intem- 
perance, of  oppression  and  political  corruption.  He  longed  to  see 
his  country  free  from  those  two  gigantic  sins,  intemperance  and 
slavery.  He  was  a  strict  observer  of  the  Sabbath,  a  regular  attend- 
ant at  the  house  of  God,  a  supporter  of  the  gospel  and  gospel  insti- 
tutions, a  lover  of  the  great  benevolent  operations  of  the  American 
church,  and  testified  his  feelings  in  regard  to  the  latter  by  bequeath- 
ing a  handsome  sum  to  their  support. 

121  Warren  Decatur,7  b.  November  17,  1812. 

122  Abbie  S.7  b.  May  13,  1814,  m.  April  16,  1840,  Albert 

Green,  b.  October  6,  1819. 
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123  Joseph  A.7  b.  July  17,  1816. 

124  Avery  W,7  b.  February  23,  1819. 

125  Noble  D.7  b.  March  18,  1823,  d.  April  29,  1845. 

126  Antoinette,7  b.   August  13,   1825,  m.  - — ,   German 

Reynolds. 

127  Camilla  S.7  b.   April  4,  1826,  d.  March,  1863,  m.  May 

9,  1850,  B.  S.  McDonald. 

(64)  Horace  Severance,6  (David,5  John,4  Joseph,3  John,2 
John1)  b.  June  23,  1796,  d.  August  5,  1841;  m.  Janu- 
ary 1,  1827,  Belinda  Howard,  b.  September  23,  1800, 

d.  ,  m. ,  Lucy  E.  Root. 

Vernon,  Vt. 

128  David,7  b.  November  3,  1828,  d.  December  8,  1839. 

129  William,7  b.  December  7,  1832. 

130  Sarah  Zama,7  b.  August  31,  1834,   m.   June  10,    1857, 

Giles    S.    Chapin,    d. ,    m.    ,    Marshall 

Pease. 

131  Lovina,7  b.  May  16,  1836,  d.  August  16,  1838. 

132  David,7  b.  July  7,  1840,  d.  ,  1864. 

(75)  Daniel    A.    Severance,6    (Daniel,5    John,4    Joseph,3 

John,2  John1)  b.   October  29,    1802,    d.    January   6, 
1828;  m.  November  24,  1832,  Emily  Willard. 

Winchester,  N.  H. 

133  Zama  Sophia,7  b.  November  22,  1832,  m.  October  15, 

1872,  Cornelius  L.  Newberry. 

134  Daniel  Healey,7  b.  September  25,  1834. 

135  John  Jenks,7  b.  June  15,  1837. 

(76)  John  H.  Severance,6  (Daniel,5  John,4  Joseph,3  John,2 

John,1)  b.   January  6,  1805,  d.   January  4,  1869;  m. 
January  1,  1842,  Mrs.  Elvira  Alexander. 

Winchester,  N.  H. 
No  family. 

(82)  Jonathan  Severance,6  (Jonathan,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3 
John,2  John1)  b.  October  23,  1788,  d.  February  19, 
1845;  m.  February  2,  1818,  Eunice  Taggart,  b.  Au- 
gust 17,  1793,  d.  April  26,  1880. 

Hume,  N.  Y. 
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Born  in  Greenfield,  Mass.  Went  with  his  parents  to  Truxton, 
Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1801;  married  Eunice  Taggart,  of  Colerain, 
Mass.,  in  1818;  settled  on  a  farm  near  Wiscory,  Allegany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
1829,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  days.  Few  leave  a  record 
behind  them  more  worthy  and  noble  than  did  they.  They  were 
both  of  that  kind  and  sympathising  nature  that  attracted  others  to 
them,  who  naturally  became  friends,  and  of  whom  they  had  a  large 
circle,  and  by  whom  they  were  most  highly  esteemed  and  at  their 
death  most  deeply  mourned. 

136  Hugh  McClellan,7  b.  November  26,  1818. 

137  Jane,7  b.  October  23,  1820,  d.  August  17,  1846. 

138  Elisabeth,7  b.  April  16,  1823. 

139  James  Taggart,7  b.  September  4,  1824. 

140  Elmira  M.7  b.  November  1,  1826. 

141  John,7  b.  February  25,  1830. 

142  Mary  Ann,7  b.  September  4,  1832,  m.  August  5,  1856, 

Wayne  Young. 

(83)  John    Severance,6    (Jonathan,5   Jonathan,4    Joseph,3 
"'John,2  John1)  b.  December  5,    1791,   d.    January  15, 
1869;  m.  February  25,  1812,  Sabrina  Smith,  cl.  March 
23,  1853. 

Truxton,  N.  Y. 

Born  in  Greenfield,  Mass.  Went  with  his  parents  to  Truxton, 
N.  Y.,  in  1800.  The  home  in  which  the  family  settled  was  a  log-house 
with  two  rooms  and  an  attic  which  was  reached  with  a  ladder,  but 
had  no  chimney,  which  he  and  an  older  sister  improvised,  laid  up  in 
cob-house  fashion  with  sticks  and  clay.  He  began  his  life's  work  a 
farmer  and  pursued  it  systematically  through  life.  His  work  was 
all  planned  before  hand  for  each  and  every  day  and  he  expected  all 
of  his  help  to  rigidly  carry  out  his  plans.  Successful  in  his  efforts 
he  accumulated  a  large  landed  estate.  Charitable  and  benevolent 
as  well  as  indulgent  even.  He  early  united  with  the  Presbyterian 
church;  a  regular  attendant  on  the  Sabbath  services;  led  the  church 
choir  for  years;  elected  deacon,  which  office  he  continued  to  fill  until 
his  death.  He  settled  his  sons  on  farms  each  side  of  him,  continu- 
ing himself  an  active  worker  of  his  own  farm  until  within  a  few 
months  of  his  death  which  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years. 

143  John,7  b.  January  27,  1813,  d.  young. 

144  Mariah,7  b.  February  27,  1816,  m.  ,  Joel  Gates. 

145  David  Smith,7  b.  October  13,  1819. 
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146  John,7  b.  December  1,  1821,  d.  July  10,  1823. 

147  Calvin,7  b.  May  15,  1825. 

148  Clarissa,7  b.  November  1,  1829,  d.  September  1,  1866; 

m.  ,  Timothy  Brown. 

149  Octavia,7  b.  June  19,  1832,  unm. 

(84)  Joseph  Severance,6  (Joseph,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3 
John,2  John1)  b.  February  1,  1780,  d.  February  8, 
1871;  m.    October  20,   1801,   Elisabeth  Hubbard,  d. 

September  12,  1838,  m. ,  Abbie  Hall  Newton. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

150  E.  Hubbard,7  b.  September  27,  1805. 

151  Adaline,7  b.  February  23,  1808,  d.  December  17,  1875; 

m.  ,  Tufts. 

(87)  Rodney  Severance,6  (Joseph,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3 
John,2  John1)  b.  November  9,  1783,  d.  September  7, 
1826;  m.  June  15,  1824,  Nancy  Thompson. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

152  Nancy,7  b.  September  15,  1825. 

(91)  Horace    Severance,6    (Joseph,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3 

John,2  John1)  b.   September  24,   1793,   d.  September 

11,  1869;  m.  August  31,    1819,  Mary  Fisk,  b.    June 

9,  1798,  d.   May  9,  1848;  m.   April  9,    1853,   Mary 

Ann  McCarthy. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

154  Mary^      [  b'  A^ril  *'  1820'  d'  in  infanC^ 

155  Mary,7  b.  January  17,  1821,  d.  October  1,  1844. 

156  Elisabeth,7  b.  April  5,  1823,  m.  ,  John  F.  Pal- 

matier. 

157  Seth  Washburn,7  b.  January  19,   1825,  d.  January  16, 

1853. 

158  Catharine  Mercy,7  b.  April  13,  1827,  d.  June  11,  1861; 

m.  ,  Chester  Marsh. 

159  Horace  Henry,7  b.  January  2,  1829,  d.  July  19,  1848. 

160  Joseph  Fisk,7  b.  April  29,  1831. 

161  Hepzibah  Fisk,7  b.   July  9,    1833,   m.  ,  S.  W. 

Lee. 
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162  Adaline  Malissa,7      ) 

Vb.  June  22,  1836. 

163  Angeline  Theresa,7  )  d.  June  1,  1856. 

164  Lucy  Ward,7  b.   March  24,  1839,  m.  ~- ,  Ephraim 

Clark. 

(92)  Pliny  Severance,6  (Joseph,5  Jonathan,*  Joseph,3  John,2 

John1)  b.   July  24,   1796,   d.   ;  m.  January  1, 

1822,   Sophia  Wrisley,   b.    September  25,    1799,    d. 

May  28,  1871. 

Grundy,  Iowa. 

165  Henry,7  b.  January  25,  1823. 

166  Edwin,7  b.  July  16,  1825. 

167  George,7  b.  November  30,  1827. 

168  Sabra  Sophia,7  b.  February  28,  1830. 

169  Ellen  Maria,7  b.  July  4,  1835,  d.  January  25,  1873. 

170  Charles,7  b.  September  30,  1838. 

171  Frederic  Hollister,7  b.  September  24,  1841;  served  three 

years  in  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  during  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion. 
(95)  Robert  B.  Severance,6  (Solomon,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3 
John,2  John1)  b.  October  1,  1786,  d.  February  10, 
1830;  m.  November  27,  1810,  Diana  Long,  b.  Octo- 
ber 12,  1788,  cl.  July  22,  1830. 

Shelburn,  Mass. 

Born  in  the  town  of  Greenfield,  Mass.  When  about  four  years 
old  his  parents  moved  to  Shelburn  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  town  on  what  is  now  known  as  Greenfield  Moun- 
tain or  Hanson  Farm,  where  he  passed  his  boyhood  days  without 
any  privileges  of  acquiring  an  education,  save  a  few  weeks  of  school 
taught  in  a  private  house  each  year  for  the  accommodation  of  a  few 
children  in  that  vicinity.  For  some  years  after  locating  in  Shelburn, 
there  was  no  public  school  of  any  note  at  all,  but  somehow  he  made 
the  best  use  of  all  the  privileges  afforded  him,  for  he  became  a  good 
scholar,  ranked  high  as  a  student.  He  chose  medicine  as  a  profes- 
sion and  began  the  study  of  it  in  the  office  of  Dr.  John  Long,  of 
Shelburn,  and  graduated  from  the  Medical  Department  of  Bowdoin 
College,  Brunswick,  Me.  Very  soon  after  he  began  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Shelburn,  locating  at  the  center  of  the  town,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  practice  extended  over  a 
large  portion  of  the  town.  He  opened  a  store  adjoining  his  resi- 
dence, where  he  kept  a  full  stock  of  general  merchandise  for  the 
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supply  of  the  common  demand  of  all  the  country  around,  there  be- 
ing no  other  place  of  trade  within  about  six  miles.  The  manage- 
ment of  this  store  was  intrusted  to  the  care  of  his  sons,  while  yet 
boys,  himself  having  only  a  general  oversight.  His  whole  thought 
and  study  was  given  to  his  profession.  He  was  withal  a  philan- 
thropist, taking  a  deep  interest  in  all  public  affairs,  but  always  de- 
clined the  acceptance  of  any  public  office.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  at  Iris  death  his  funeral  was,  under 
the  conduct  of  the  order;  largely  attended.  A  good  man  had  fallen, 
lamented  and  deeply  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

172  Solomon  Lewis,7  b.  April  9,  1812. 

173  Theodoric  Cordenio,7  b.  March  1,  1814. 

174  Erasmus  Darwin,7  b.    March  14,    1817,    d.    April   11, 

1840. 

175  John  Long,7  b.  April  4,  1822,  d.  August  30,  1859. 
(96)  Otis  Severance,6  (Solomon,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2 

John1)  b.  October  12,  1788,  d.  December  31,  1874; 
m.  February  8,  1814,  Abigail  Stratton,  b.  1792,  d. 
May  13,  1842,  m.  ,  1864,  Mary  E.  Smith. 

Clifford,  Pa. 

176  Otis  Cathestus,7  b.  November  13,  1815. 

177  Laura  Matilda,7  b.  February  22,  1818,  d.  September  22, 

1866;  m.  January  15,  1837,  Ecrasny  Mapes. 

178  Erasmus  Cordenio,7  b.  October  12,  1829. 

179  Carrie  Ophelia,7  b.  October  23,  1834. 

(105)  Ralph  A.  Severance,6  (Elihu,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3 
John,2  John1)  b.  January  15,  1803,  m.  September  5, 
1838,  Mary  W.  Smith,  b.  June  2,  1817,  d.  March 
21,  1844;  m.  June  11,  1845,  Joanna  Bailey,  b.  Sep- 
tember 4,  1820. 

Bellevue,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Severance  studied  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Amariah 
Brigham  and  Dr.  Amasa  Barrett,  of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  graduated 
from  the  Medical  Department  of  Bowdoin  College,  Maine, 
in  1831.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  October  13th 
of  the  same  year  in  Putney,  Vt.,  where  he  remained  until  February, 
1833,  when  he  removed  to  Saxton's  River,  Vt.,  where  he  continued 
the  practice  of  his  profession  until  June,  1831,  when  he  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Bellevue,  Ohio.  Using  the  language  of  one  who  was  a 
resident  of  Saxton's  River  when  the  Doctor  left  for  Ohio:  "His  re- 
moval was  an  occasion  of  universal  regret  and  sorrow  throughout 
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the  whole  community,  being  most  highly  esteemed  and  beloved,  both 
as  a  physician  and  a  man."  He  entered  at  once  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Bellevue,  where  he  has  since  remained  until  the 
present,  covering  a  period  of  more  than  fifty  years  as  a  practicing 
physician.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  Delemater  (?)  Medical  Association.  He 
has  for  many  years  been  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  a  principal  delegate  to  ecclesiastical  meetings  of  the  Asso- 
ciations of  the  Congregational  polity,  ordination  and  installing  pas- 
tors, as  well  as  in  the  settlement  of  vexed  questions  which  not  un- 
frequently  arise  in  churches;  in  this  respect,  as  well  as  with  disease 
of  the  body,  he  has  ever  been  a  characteristic  "healer,"  beloved  by 
all  among  whom  he  has  so  long  resided. 

180  James  Ralph,7  b.  April  5,  1846. 

181  Mary  Joanna,7  b.  March  19,    1849,    m.    September  10, 

1872,  Henry  F.  Clark. 

182  Flora  Irene,7  b.    May  18,    1857,   m.  January  11,  1882, 

Sumner  C.  Thompson. 

(106)  Ptolemy  P.  Severance,5  (Elihu,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3 
John,2  John1)  b.  July  23,  1805,  d.  May  4,  1883;  m. 
December  28,  1832,  Margaret  Caldwell,  d.  May  8, 
1851,  m.  November  6,  1855,  Harriet  Converse. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

Born  in  Greenfield,  and  from  early  life  became  one  of  its  promi- 
nent business  men;  a  man  of  energy  and  perseverance.  He  never 
engaged  in  any  undertaking  without  counting  the  cost,  and  it  is  not 
known  that  he  ever  failed  in  the  consummation  of  any  of  his  prominent 
plans.  He  lived  for  many  years  in  the  "  Old  Homestead  "  on  Main 
street  and  carried  on  a  farm.  He  was  one  of  those  philanthropic 
men  who  was  never  satisfied  with  present  attainments,  he  always 
saw  a  point  ahead  to  be  reached  a  public  demand;  of  this  fact  many 
of  the  highways  of  the  county  are  a  verification.  The  Rocky  Moun- 
tain road  from  Greenfield  to  Turner's  Falls — one  of  his  last  efforts 
for  the  public  welfare— is  a  standing  monument  of  his  integrity 
and  philanthropy.  In  1844  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
locks  and  canal  at  Montague,  which  position  he  occupied  for  ten 
years.  He  was  prominently  identified  in  the  contract  of  the  Glen 
Water  Works  which  now  supplies  the  village  with  water.  Held  the 
office  of  selectman  and  assessor  for  several  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  Masonic  Order  in  the  town,  being  a  member 
of  the  Republican  Lodge;  also  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Greenfield. 
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183  Edward  H.7  b.  April  10,  1835. 

184  Franklin  C.7  b.  December  24,  1837. 

185  Elisabeth  M.7  b.  May  13,  1844,  m.  ,  William  A. 

Ames. 

186  Charlotte  C.7  b.  July  31,  1860. 

(117)  Charles  Severance,6  (Moses,5Moses,4  Josepn,3  John,2 
John1)  b.  January  7,  1807,  d.  March  25,  1875;  m. 
June  20,  1833,  Melvina  Hamilton,  b.  November  23, 
1812. 

POMPEY,    N.  Y. 

187  Mary,7  b.  May  9,  1834. 

188  Frank  M.7  b.  April  30,  1835. 

189  Henrietta,7  b.  May  1,  1837,   m.  March  3,  1860,   James 

A.  Tappan. 

190  James  H.7  b.  June  20,  1844. 

191  Helen,7  b.  November  21,  1847,   m.  November  4,  1868, 

H.  D.  Benjamin. 

192  Elva,7  b.  January  25,  1850,  m.  April  25,  1870,  Wilfred 

M.  Scoville. 

(119)  Luther  Severance,6  (Elihu,5  Moses,4  Joseph,3  John,2 

John1)  b.  October  29,  1797,  d.   January  5,  1855;  m. 

October  12,  1827,  Anna  Hamlin,   b.   May  31,  1801, 

d.  April  2,  1887,  at  Honolulu.  S.  I. 

Augusta,  Me. 

His  early  life  was  passed  on  his  father's  farm  in  Cazenovia,  N. 
Y.,  attending  the  village  school  in  the  winter.  When  he  was  in  his 
seventeenth  year  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  printer's  trade  in  Peter- 
borough. From  this  office  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  office 
of  the  Aurora,  wrote  and  printed,  among  other  things,  an  article  on 
the  subject  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  which  gained  him  great 
credit  from  the  administration  of  President  Monroe.  In  1820  he  was 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  National  Intelligencer.  Here  he  con- 
tinued to  write  leading  political  articles  and  his  future  success  as 
an  editor  was  predicted  by  Mr.  Gales  of  that  paper.  In  1824  he 
settled  in  Augusta,  Maine,  establishing  the  "Kennebec  Journal." 
From  this  time  his  position  was  one  of  responsibility  and  leading 
influence  in  the  political  history  of  that  state.  This  influence  was 
retained  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  until  1854  when  Mr. 
James  G.  Blaine  began  his  editorial  career  in  the  office  of  this  in- 
fluential and  prominent  journal. 
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Mr.  Severance  was  for  five  years  the  popular  representative  and 
senator  of  his  state,  and  in  1835-1836  in  the  State  Senate;  in  1843- 
1847  a  member  of  the  National  Congress.  Here  he  distinguished 
himself  by  his  able  speeches  favoring  a  protective  tariff.  He  was  one 
of  the  fourteen  members  who  voted  with  John  Quincy  Adams 
against  the  bill  for  an  appropriation  to  carry  on  the  Mexican  War, 
and  which  was  urged  through  Congress  without  discussion. 

In  1847  he  was  again  elected  to  the  State  Legislature;  in  1848  a 
delegate  and  a  vice-president  of  the  National  Convention  which 
nominated  General  Taylor  for  the  presidency. 

Upon  the  election  of  General  Taylor,  Mr.  Severance  was  suffer- 
ing much  from  ill  health  and  he  was  appointed  minister  to  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  in  the  hope  that  the  salubrity  of  that  climate 
might  restore  him.  Accompanied  by  his  family  he  sailed  from  Bos- 
ton August,  1850,  and  arrived  January,  1851. 

For  three  years  he  was  the  diplomatic  representative  of  the 
United  States  and  acquired  great  influence  with  King  Kamehameha 
and  his  cabinet,  besides  winning  the  highest  regard  and  esteem  of 
the  foreign  consuls,  the  people  of  the  islands  and  his  own  country- 
men. But  the  climate  did  not  restore  his  failing  health,  and  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  at  Augusta,  Maine,  April  12,  1854,  and  after 
much  suffering,  which  he  bore  with  Christian  fortitude,  he  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven  years. 

The  State  Legislature  being  then  in  session,  passed  appropriate 
resolutions,  and  as  a  testimonial  of  their  high  regard  for  his  distin- 
guished services  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  honor,  and  a  faithful  pub- 
lic officer,  attended  his  funeral,  as  did  also  the  governor  and  council, 
the  city  council  of  Augusta  and  a  large  number  of  citizens. 

Mr.  Severance  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow-citizens, 
though  not  enjoying  superior  advantages  in  early  life,  yet  by  diligent 
culture  in  the  faithful  use  of  those  means  of  information  which  are 
accessible  to  all,  he  took  a  position  among  men  of  intelligence  and 
culture  second  to  none. 

As  the  able  editor  of  the  leading  journal  of  his  state,  as  an  active 
and  beloved  citizen,  as  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  and 
Senate  and  National  Congress  and  a  diplomatic  representative  in  a 
foreign  country,  he  was  uniformly  distinguished  for  his  good  sense, 
sound  judgment,  extensive  acquaintance  with  men  and  things  and 
firm  adhesion  to  correct  principle,  a  man  of  exemplary  morals,  which 
he  earnestly  advocated  in  his  own  state  and  in  those  islands  of  the 
Pacific  where  his  elevated  station  gave  to  his  opinions  counsel  and 
example,  a  commanding  influence. 

In  his  domestic  and  social  relations,  he  was  peculiarly  amiable 
and  kind  and  gained  the  affection  of  all  kindred  and  friends  who 
cherish  his  memory. 
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193  Henry  Weld,7  b.  July  12,  1828. 

194  Anna,7  b.  April  12,  1832,  m.   January,   1856,  William 

C.  Park. 

195  Luther,7  b.  June  1,  1836. 

(120)  Moses  Severance,6  (Elihu,5  Moses,4  Joseph,3  John,2 

John1)  b.    September   1,    1799,   d.    April  2,  1833;  m. 

April  20,  1826,  Abigail  M.  Staples,  b.  December  3, 

1803. 

Geneva,  N.  Y. 

Engaged  in  the  publication  of  school  books,  which  business  he 
carried  on  for  years.  His  printing  was  done  on  a  press  of  his  own 
invention  and  run  by  water  power,  He  was  inspector  of  schools  for 
many  years  and  an  ardent  promoter  of  the  cause  of  education,  for 
which,  it  may  be  truly  said,  he  devoted  his  whole  life. 

196  Mary,7  b.  March  28,  1827,  m.  October  9,  1849,  Charles 

Jackson,  d.  May  28,  1876. 

197  Helen  Miranda,7  b.  January  28,  1829,  d.  . 

198  Elisabeth  Grace,7  b.  October  20,  1833,  d.  . 

199  Charles,7  b.  September  15,  1835,  d.  in  early  childhood. 

(121)  Apollos  Severance,6  (Elihu,5  Moses,4  Joseph,3  John,2 

John1)  b.   May  20,   1802,   d.    January   16,   1883;  m. 

February  4,  1834,  Rhoda  E.  Johnson,  b.   December 

9,  1811. 

Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 

Settled  in  Cazenovia  on  a  farm.  Was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by 
trade;  a  man  of  somewhat  eccentric  characteristics;  a  most  respected 
citizen;  lived  quiet  and  somewhat  retired;  died  leaving  a  property 
valued  at  $4,000,  owing  no  one  anything  but  love. 

200  Sarah  M.7  b.  September  22,  1835. 

201  Francis  A.7  b.   July  20,   1842,   m.    July  17,    1873,    J. 

Brainerd  Johnson. 

202  Infant  dau.  b.  April  7,  1848,  d.  the  10th  following. 

(123)  Henry  Severance,"  (Elihu,5  Moses,4  Joseph,3  John,2 

John1)  b.    January  30,   1808,    d.    January,   1892;  m. 

May    23,    1833,   Hannah   J.    Wooley,    b.  January  7, 

1811. 

Dunkirk,  N.  Y. 

Born  in  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  his  youthful  days  on 
his  father's  farm;  here  he  began  business  for  himself.    Disposing 
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of  his  property  there,  he  removed  to  Dunkirk,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  invested  his  means  in  city  real  estate.  He  was  here  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  for  three  successive  terms;  was  keeper  of  the 
Dunkirk  Harbor  Light  for  eight  years;  was  selected  by  the  vote  of 
his  native  town  to  write  its  history,  a  work  which  was  faithfully  and 
ably  done  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Historical  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  take  the  matter  in  charge.  He  also  immortalized  Chau- 
tauqua County  in  song,  embracing  four  hundred  stanzas  which  has 
had  an  extensive  circulation  and  received  the  plaudits  of  the  multi- 
tude as  the  Chautauqua  Singer.  Politically,  a  republican  of  the 
"  protective  policy"  school  without  a  tinge  of  "  mugwumpery,"  but 
death  to  traitors,  and  "  leave  of  abscence  "  to  copperheads.  Let  his 
name  and  memory  go  down  to  coming  generations  as  one  whose 
political  doctrine  was  "  none  but  Americans  on  guard." 

OBITUARY. 

FROM  THE  DUNKIRK  JOURNAL. 

He  was  born  in  Cazenovia,  Madison  County,  this  state,  and  was 
married  in  1833  to  Miss  Hannah  Wooley  of  the  same  village.  In  1851  he 
came  to  Dunkirk,  and  from  that  time  to  his  death  it  has  been  his 
home.  In  his  early  life  Mr.  Severance  was  a  carpenter,  but  other 
business  has  occupied  his  thoughts  and  attention  for  many  years 
past,  and  he  enjoyed  a  comfortable  subsistence.  Mr.  Severance  has 
been  a  remarkable  man  in  many  respects.  With  limited  facilities 
for  acquiring  an  education,  he  fully  improved  all  his  time  in  study 
and  reading,  and  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  no  man  in  this  city  or  county 
was  more  familiar  with  the  great  principles  of  government,  in  all 
their  various  details,  than  he.  He  came  from  a  family  of  statesmen, 
several  of  whom  have  at  different  times  held  important  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  A  man  of  enlarged  views  and  more  than  ordinary 
memory,  the  deceased  was  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  doctrines 
and  teachings  of  all  political  parties  during  the  last  three-quarters 
of  a  century.  He  was  a  clear  and  concise  writer,  and  many  of  his 
productions  are  familiar  to  our  readers  over  the  well-known  signa- 
ture of  "Dunkirk  Farmer"  Politically  he  was  formerly  an  old  time 
whig,  but  united  with  the  republican  party  among  the  first,  and  from 
that  day  to  his  death,  was  a  firm  believer  and  advocate  of  its  princi- 
ples, with  high  expectations  of  what  was  yet  to  be  accomplished  by 
it.  As  a  citizen,  he  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know 
him,  and  was  a  man  of  clear  ideas  in  public  matters,  affecting  the 
present  and  future  condition  of  our  city.  Full  of  life  and  vigor  for 
one  of  his  age,  he  used  to  predict  with  great  confidence  that  he 
would  round  out  the  present  century,  and  behold  the  dawn  of  the 
twentieth;  but  a  sudden  attack  one  week  ago  to-day,  at  once  over- 
came the  strength  and  bouyancy  of  an  active  mind  and  stirring  body, 
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when  the  increasing  weakness  from  day  to  day  closed  his  earthly 
labors  with  the  commencement  of  another  day.  A  pure  minded, 
truthful  and  good  man,  full  of  years,  has  gone  to  his  reward,  needing 
no  fulsome  eulogies  to  embalm  his  memory  in  the  hearts  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens who  knew  him  so  well. 

203  Helen,7  b.  October  28,  1834,  d.  July  11,  1839. 

204  Harriet,7  b.  May  29,  1836,  m.  November  10,  1864,  E. 

M.  Lucas. 

205  Emma  H.7  b.  September  20,  1842. 

206  Flora  Annette,7  b.    March  17,    1847,    d.  February  29, 

1864. 

Charles  Severance,6  (Elihu,5  Moses,*  Joseph,3  John,2 
John1)  b.  August  29,  1813,  d.  November  18,  1837; 
m.  January  1,  1837,  Maria  Farnham. 

Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 

207  Charles,7  b.  February  15,  1838.    He  was  an  only  child; 

enlisted  in  Co.  A,  100  Regt.,  N.  Y.  Vols.  Inf.; 
served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the  Chicka- 
hominy  Swamps;  held  the  rank  of  1st  Lieutenant; 
died  on  the  11th  day  of  May,  1862,  at  Nelson  Hospi- 
tal, Yorktown,  Va. ;  was  a  graduate  of  Union  Col- 
lege, N.  Y. ;  a  good  scholar,  ambitious,  full  of  hope 
and  promise. 


SEVENTH  GENERATION  OF  PARENTS  — EIGHTH 
GENERATION  OF  CHILDREN. 

(1)  Ebenezer  Severance,7  (Samuel,6  Ebenezer,5  Eben- 
ezer,4  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  November  3,  1791, 
d.  February  17,  1880;  m.  January  29,  1817,  Corcina 
Jones,  b.  January  29,  1793. 

MlDDL-EBURY,  Vt. 

Occupation  farmer.  A  man  of  wonderful  constitution  and 
powers  of  endurance.  Had  a  large  heart  and  generous  to  the  last 
degree,  but  could  not  be  driven  one  inch.  His  feelings  were  easily 
moved  by  the  trials  of  others  and  always  ready  with  a  helping  hand. 
Too  much  so  at  times  for  his  own  financial  good.  Always  a  staunch 
temperance  man.  A  member  of  the  Congregational  Chnrch  for 
many  years. 
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1  Mary  Catharine,8  b.  August  11,  1821,  m.  July  26,  1848, 

W.  W.   Winchester. 

2  Edmund  Kirby,8  b.  April  28,  1823. 

3  Leonard,8  b.  January  25,  1825,  d.  March  17  following. 

4  Oliver,8  b.  February  14,  1827. 

5  Asahel  Jones,8  b.  December  1,  1828. 

6  Milton  Leonard,8  b.  October  14,  1830. 

7  Frances  Ann,8  b.   April  19,   1832,  d.  August  12,  1853. 

8  Emma  Adelia,8  b.  April  19,  1834,  d.  August  31,  1869; 

m.  August  16,  1865,  Rev.  S.  L.  Blake. 

9  Martha  Agnes,8  b.  May  29,  1837,  m.  January  23,  1865, 

Col.  L.  E.  Knapp. 

(9)  Samuel  S.  Severance,7  (Samuel,6  Ebenezer,5  Eben- 
ezer/ Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  May  22,  1809,  m. 
November  7,  1833,  Maria  L.  Munger. 

MlDDLEBURY,  Vt. 

A  farmer  who  knew  how  to  grow  large  crops  and  yet  improve 
his  land  for  each  succeeding  year;  financially  successful;  never 
sought  office,  quietly  attended  to  his  own  chosen  work  of  life;  was 
for  years  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  his  native 
town. 

10  Philo  Spencer,8  b.  February  28,  1840. 

11  Martin  Egbert,8  b.  August  4,  1843. 

12  Jennie  Ann  Maria,8  b.  September  15,  1856,   d.   March 

18,  1877. 

(11)  Darius  Severance,7  (Samuel,6  Ebenezer,5  Ebenezer,4 
Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  February  15,  1814,  m. 
March  11,  1839,  Emeline  S.  Rockwell. 

,  MlDDLEBURY,  Vt. 

A  farmer,  but  a  man  of  marked  ability  intellectually;  a  great 
lover  of  history;  thoroughly  posted  upon  all  matters  of  importance, 
both  of  the  past  and  present;  eminently  social;  fond  of  his  friends 
and  relatives  in  whom  he  always  takes  a  deep  interest;  never  sought 
office,  yet  an  active  and  efficient  worker  politically;  a  patriot  and 
philantrophist  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word. 

13  Edward  Clark,8  b.  April  5,  1840. 

14  Edith,8  b.  April  16,  1850,  m.  February  28,  1875,  John 

Avery,  M.D. 
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(12)  Nelson  Severance,7  (Daniel,6  Ebenezer,5  Ebenezer,4 
Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  February  3,  1808,  d. 
;  m.  July  15,  1828,  Emeline  L ,  d.  Sep- 
tember 20,  1873;  m.  Elisabeth  H.  Plaistridge,  March 
31,  1875. 

(28)  Augustus  N.  Severance,7  (Moses,6  Ebenezer,5  Eben- 

ezer,4 Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  February  16,  1808, 
d.  ;  m.  ,  Fannie  Wainwright. 

Greeley,  Col. 

15  William  N.8  b,  February  21,  1836. 

(29)  Lyman  M.  Severance,7  (Moses,6 Ebenezer,5 Ebenezer,4 

Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  April  11,  1811,  d.  Janu- 
ary 25,  1882;  m.  July  31,  1840,  Martha  S.  Bacon,  b. 
July  31,    1822,   dau.    of  Benjamin  and  Sylvania  L. 

Bacon,  of  Bedford,  Mass. 

Painsville,  Ohio. 
Born  in  Middlebury,  Vt.  Worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  of 
age,  when  he  began  for  himself  as  a  farmer,  which  occupation  he 
followed  in  or  near  his  native  town  until  forty-four  years  of  age, 
when,  in  1854,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Dixon,  111.,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm.  In  connection  with  his  farming  interest,  he  en- 
tered largely  into  dairying  and  stock-feeding,  for  the  carrying  on  of 
which,  he  was  compelled  to  make  large  purchases  of  hay  and  grain. 
Not  altogether  satisfied  with  the  facilities  for  weighing  these  com- 
modities, he  invented  and  brought  into  general  use,  what  is  known 
as  the  Victor  Platform  Scale,  for  which  he  received  letters  pat- 
ent in  1862  and  a  reissue  for  improvements  on  the  same  in  1864. 
This  scale  is  now  in  general  use  and  ranks  high  among  other  plat- 
form scales  throughout  the  west;  is  manufactured  largely  in  Illinois 
and  other  states.  In  1869  he  disposed  of  his  property  in  Illinois  and 
settled  in  Painsville,  O.,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  death. 
He  was  universally  esteemed  by  all  with  whom  he  had  dealings. 
Just  and  generous,  he  readily  won  the  confidence  of  all.  Politically- 
he  was  a  republican,  but  at  the  same  time  an  abolitionist  of  the 
Garrison  and  Wendell  Phillips  school;  a  radical  temperance  re- 
former; a  woman  suffragist  and  an  early  spiritualist;  quiet  and  un- 
obtrusive in  his  ways;  always  refused  public  office,  yet  in  the  strict 
sense  of  the  word  a  philanthropist. 

16  Sylvania  K.8  b.  June  8,  1843,   m.  July  21,  1866,  John 

T.  Cheney,  b.  February  25,  1830. 

17  Edson  J.8  b.  March  17,  1848. 

18  John  Holland,8  b.  March  10,  1859. 
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(31)  James  A.  Severance,7  (Moses,6  Ebenezer,5Ebenezer,4 
Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  December  14,  1814,  m. 
September,  1875. 

(43)  Chandler  Severance,7  (Orin,6  Abner,5  Ebenezer,* 
Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  November  7,  1822,  m. 
December  9,  1860,  Mary  Ann  Eaton,  dau.  of  Shep- 
herd and  Ann  (Kellogg)  Eaton,  of  Painsville,  O. 

Painsville,  O. 

Mary  Frankie,8  b.  February  9,  1866,  m.  May  23,  1889, 
Lewis  E.  Hill. 

(46)  Harris  Severance,7  (Obed,6  Abner,5  Ebenezer,4  Eben- 
ezer,3 John,2  John1)   b.    June  17,   1820,   m.  , 

Betsey  Williams. 

Gill,  Mass. 

19  Frank,8  b.  . 

20  Alfred,8  b.  . 

21  Edward,8  b. 

22  Janette,8  b. 

23  Belle,8  b.  — 


24  Albert,8  b.  — ,  1851. 

(47)  Leonard    Severance,7    (Obed,6  Abner,5  Ebenezer,4 

Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  July  25,  1822,  m.  March 
31,  1859,  Eunice  S.  Jamerson,  b.  May  4,  1836. 

Gill,  Mass. 

25  Evelyn  C.8  b.  April  2,  1860. 

26  John,8  b,  January  19,  1862. 

27  Luther  S.8  b.  October  31,  1864,  d.  . 

28  Clayton,8  b.  February  21,  1868,  d.  July  3,  1869. 

29  Clayton,8  b.  November  16,  1870. 

30  Henry  O.8  b.  February  25,  1873. 

(48)  Alvin  Severance,7  (Obed,6  Abner,5  Ebenezer,4  Eben- 

ezer,3 John,2  John1)  b.  June  29,  1824,  m.  October  4, 

1857,  Harriet  Chapin. 

Gill,  Mass. 

31  Frederic,8  b.  August  16,  1858. 

32  Mabel,8  b.  July  4,  1860. 

33  Alice,8  b.  June  22,  1866. 

34  Hattie,8  b.  January  9,  1869. 
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(52)   Charles    Severance,7     (Obed,6    Abner,5    Ebenezer,4 

Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  September  16,  1834,  m. 

July  29,  1859,  Sarah  Hay  ward. 

Gill,  Mass. 

35  Lizzie  B.8  b.  September  6,  1860,  d.  December  15,  1882. 

36  Charles  H.8  b.  . 

37  AddieL.8b.  . 

38  Gertie  G.8  b.  . 

39  Ida  P,8  b. . 

(56)  Cyrus  Severance,7  (Matthew,6  Matthew,5  Joseph,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  November  15,  1796,  d. 
March  16,   1862;  m,   May  23,   1815,  Lephe   Louisa 

Wells,  b.  July  12,  1798,  d. ;  m.  ,  Sarah 

Moore. 

40  Samuel  Orton,8  b.  August  17,  1816. 

41  Mary,8  b.  February  27,  1818. 

42  Emily,8  b.  August  12,  1820. 

43  Amanthus,8  b.  March  13,  1825. 

44  Theresa,8  b.  September  19,  1827. 

45  Cyrus  Wells,8  b.  August  11,  1829. 

46  Harlow,8  b.  September  12,  1831,  d.  February  3,  1835. 

47  Lephe  Wells,8  b.  November  15,  1833,  d. ,  1836. 

48  Anthony  Peck,8  b.  October  8,  1835. 

49  Harlow  Wills,8  b.  . 

50  Wm.  Henry,8  b.  . 

(57)'  Chester  Severance,7  (Matthew,6  Matthew,5  Joseph,4 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  April  20,  1799,  d.  ; 

m.  January  19,  1822,  Martha  Smith  Nash,  b.  March 

31,  1793,  d.  October  29,  1860. 

Leyden,  Mass. 

Born  in  Greenfield,  Mass.  Settled  in  Leyden.  Began  life  a 
farmer;  filled  the  office  of  selectman,  assessor  and  collector;  was 
overseer  of  the  poor  many  years;  a  good  man. 

51  Adeliza,8  b.  May  31,  1823,  m.   August  16,  1848,  John 

M.  Thayer. 

52  Mary  Mehitable,8  b.    October  20,   1824,   d.   September 

30,   1871;  m.   September  26,   1852,    Geo.   W.    Hast- 
ings.  (?) 
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53  Martha,8  b.  October  7,  1826,  d.  August  23,  1828. 

54  William  Sidney,8  b.  March  24,  1829. 

55  Chester  Wells,8  b.  February  27,  1831. 

56  Charles  Earl,8  b.  August  7,'  1834. 

57  Martha  Helen,8  b.  February  13,    1840,  d.  October  14, 

1865;  m.  May  27,  1863,  Hiram  O.  Smith. 

(60)  Matthew  Severance,7  (Matthew,6  Matthew,5  Joseph,4 
Joseph3,  John,2  John1)  b.  August  9,  1807,  d.  August 

2,  1867;  m.  September  9, ,  Maria  T.  Stebbins. 

,  N.  Y. 

58  George,8  b. . 

59  Alice  B.8  b.  . 

(62)  Cephas  Clesson  Severance,7  (Matthew,6  Matthew,5 
Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  April  23,  1812,  m. 
November  19,  1835,  Harriet  Miner,  b.  May,  1810, 
d.  September  25,  1853;  m.  May  10,  1855,  Nancy  P. 
Legate  (?)  b.  October  4,  1813. 

Leyden,  Mass. 

60  Samuel  Clesson,8  b.  August  1,  1836. 

61  Harriet  Ann,8  b.  October  5,  1838. 

62  Henry  Harrison,8  b.  January  7,  1841,  d.  July  28,  1843. 

63  Mary  Meroa,8  b.  August  4,  1843. 

64  Charles  Francis,8  b.  July  11,  1848. 

Leonard  Severance,7  (Zenas,6  Matthew,5  Joseph,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  November  6,  1796,  d.  Jan- 
uary 5,  1880;  m.  November  15,  1821,  Doraxa  Frost, 
b.  May  12,  1798,  d.  August  3,  1879. 

Joseph  W.8  b.  January  21,  1823. 

Philip  S.8  b.  November  10,  1824. 

Samuel  M.8  b.  June  26,  1827. 

Martha  J.8  b.  December  13,  1828,  m.  September  20, 
1866,  Wm.  Kelly. 

Leonard  S.8  b.  May  3,  1832. 

Laura  A.8  b.  June  18,  1835,  m.  August  9,  1866,  Ho- 
ratio W.  Dutton. 

Daniel  D.8  b.  April  20,  1838,  d.  May  following. 

Warren  F.8  b.  December  2,  1840. 
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(64)  Charles  C.  Severance,7  (Consider,6  Matthew,5  Joseph,* 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  October  17,  1807,  m.  Jan- 
uary 10,  1842,  Elisa  F.  Badgley,  b.  June  24,  1824, 
d.  January  1,  1840;  m.  February  21,  1849,  Sellena 
B.  Ingalls,  cl.  January  6,  1857;  m.  April  6,  1858, 
Hannah  M.  Douglass,  d.  June  2,  1859. 

Springville,  N.  Y. 

He  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Vermont  in  August, 
1827,  and  in  the  same  year  commenced  the  study  of  his  profession  in 
the  office  of  Julius  C.  Hubbell,  at  Chazy,  Clinton,  Co.,  N.  Y.,  closed 
his  studies  at  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  in  1833,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  October,  1833,  and  immediately  re- 
moved and  settled  at  Springville,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
has  continued  to  remain  up  to  the  present  time  (near  forty-nine 
years).  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  for  the  year  1848 
— the  first  Legislature  under  the  constitution  adopted  in  1846,  re- 
quiring members  to  be  elected  by  districts  instead  of  counties.  He 
was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature  for  the  year  1851.  Was  elected 
surrogate  of  the  County  of  Erie  in  1859  for  four  years,  commenc- 
ing January  1,  1860;  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
near  forty  years;  is  still  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  has  represented 
his  town  (Concord)  on  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Erie  County  some 
twelve  years;  was  president  of  the  board  eight  years. 

65  George  Specer,8  b.  December  9,  1849,  cl.  July  26,  1864. 

66  Henry  C.8  b.  February  10,  1852. 

67  Miranda  E.8  b.    November  25,    1854,   d.    February  19, 

1855. 

(65)  George  Severance,6  (Consider,6  Matthew,5  Joseph,4 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  d.  August  4,  1810,  d.  May  8, 
1875;  m.  June  17,  1836,  Mary  Elisabeth  Douglass,  b. 
June  17,  1816. 

Chazy,  N.  Y. 

Born  in  Burlington,  Vt.  Entered  a  store  as  clerk.  Settled  in 
Chazy  and  began  business  for  himself  as  a  merchant,  which  pursuit 
he  is  still  engaged  in.  He  served  as  supervisor  for  two  terms;  was 
elected  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church,  which  office  he  still 
holds;  a  prominent  man. 

68  Mary  Lucretia,8  b.  April  6,  1837. 

69  Elisabeth  Nancy,8  b.  August  12,  1841. 

70  Charles  Douglass,8  b.  March  6,  1846,  d.  May  3,  1865. 
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71  George  Craige,8  b.  June  4,  1853. 

72  Frederic  Henry,8  b.  November  20,  1855. 

(69)  Ruel  Severance,7  (Ruel,6  Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3 
John,2  John1)  b.  May  8,  1798,  d.  February  3,  1876; 
m.  April  10,  1826,  Electa  Rice,  b.  August  30,  1801, 
d.  September  9,  1874. 

Shelburn,  Mass. 

Born  in  Leyden,  Mass.  Settled  on  a  farm  at  Shelburn  Centre 
purchased  of  Moses  Allen's  heirs.  He  was  one  of  the  successful, 
progressive  men,  always  bringing  into  practical  use  every  theory 
that  promised  success,  and  as  a  result,  he  was  able  to  bring  his  farm 
into  a  comparatively  high  state  of  cultivation;  he  was  enabled  to 
add  largely  to  his  acres  and  take  rank  among  the  best  farmers  of 
the  town.  He  filled  the  office  of  selectman  for  three  years;  he  unit- 
ed with  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  1820  and  remained  a 
consistent  member  until  his  death. 

73  Nancy  Wilbur,8  b.  May  7,  1827,  m.  February  8,  1848, 

Charles  S.  Allen,  d.  October  6,  1876. 

74  C.  Arabella,8  b.  April  5,  1829,  m.  September  26,  1852, 

Henry  S.  Shepardson. 

75  Diana  Long,8  b.  November  25,  1831,  m.  December  13, 

1856,  W.  T.  Peck. 

76  Lucia  Ann,8  b.   July  28,   1835,   d.  February  10,  1869; 

m.  September  17,  1861,  Austin  L.  Peck. 

77  Joseph  Cordenio,8  b.  September  7,  1841. 

(73)  Curtis     Severance,7    (Asaph,6    Matthew,5    Joseph,4 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  October  7,  1804,  d. ; 

m.  January  20,  1838,  Marcia  M.  Tuttle,  b.  September 
8,  1815. 

Oswego,  N.  Y. 

78  Elvira  Electa,8  b.  May  27,  1839,  d.  January  5,  1844. 

79  Henry  Clay,8  b.  February  27,  1841. 

80  Albert  Gallatin,8  b.  March  16,  1843. 
Jane  Tuttle,8  b.  . 

(77)  George  W.  Severance,7  (Asaph,6  Matthew,5  Joseph,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John,1)  b.  July  4,  1813,   d.  October 

7,  1868;  m.  May  18,  1835,  Charlotte . 

Detroit,  Mich. 
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81  Sarah  C.8  b.  June,  1836,  d.  May  28,  1840. 

(79)  Luther  N.  Severance,7  (Asaph,6  Matthew,5  Joseph,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John,1)  b.  January  28,  1819,  m.  Sep- 
tember 15,  1830,  Araminta  Ann  Baldwin,  d.  Sep- 
tember 28,  1847;  m.  September  3,  1848,  Zelia  L. 
Landon. 

WlLLIAMSTOWN,  MASS. 

82  Elmer  D.8  b.  May  12,  1849. 

83  Arthur  Edwards,8  b.  December  19,  1850. 

84  Marion  L.  C.8  b.  January  31,  1853,   m.  May  21,  1879, 

M.  M.  Gavitt. 

85  Asaph  C.8  b.  April  25,  1855. 

86  Walter  L.8  b.  December  25,  1857. 

87  Minnie,8  b.  May  19,  1860. 

88  Fred  C.8  b.  May  31,  1862. 

89  Frank  E.8  b.  December  7,  1865. 

(82)  Martin  J.  Severance,7  (Asa,6  Martin,5  Martin,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  December  24,  1826,  m. 
June  16,   1858,  Elisabeth  P.   Van  Horn,  b.  May  7, 

1854. 

Mankato,  Minn. 

He  was  born  at  Shelburn  Falls,  Mass.;  educated  at  the  Shel- 
burn  Falls  Academy  and  at  Williston  Seminary  at  East  Hampton. 
He  studied  law  with  John  Wells,  of  Chickopee,  and  Beach  and  Bond, 
of  Springfield,  Mass.  He  removed  to  Minnesota  in  1856  and  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  elected  from  the  County 
of  Sibley  to  the  lower  house  of  the  "Legislature  in  1859  and  1862.  On 
the  14th  day  of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  I, 
10th  Regt.  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  as  such  served  one 
year  in  the  Indian  War  of  1862  in  Minnesota,  and  then  eight  months 
in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  At  the  end  of  that  time  by  order  of 
the  secretary  of  war,  he  was  mustered  out  as  a  private  and  mustered 
in  as  captain  of  his  own  company,  and  in  that  capacity  served  until 
the  end  of  the  war,  when  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law  at  Le  Sueur, 
Minnesota.  From  thence  he  removed  to  Mankato  and  then  to  St. 
Paul,  Minnesota.  In  June,  1881,  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the 
Sixth  Judicial  District  by  the  governor  of  Minnesota  to  fill  a 
vacancy.  In  November,  1881,  he  was  elected  to  said  office  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  and  again  in  1888  for  another  term  of  six  years, 
and  still  continues  to  fill  such  office. 
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90  Winthrop  G.8  b.  May  2,  1859. 

91  Frank  Q.8  b.  April  15,  1868. 

92  Nettie  J.8  b.  December  6,  1871. 

(85)  MelvinA.Severance,7(Asa,6Martin,5Martin,4  Joseph,3 
John,2  John1)  b.  June  4,  1833,  m.  June  18,  1874, 
Mrs.  Belle  Broman,  b.  November  2,  1843. 

Belding,  Mich. 

(98)  Samuel  M.  Severance,7  (Elisha,6  Samuel,5  Martin,* 

Joseph,3   John,2   John1)     b.    February    8,    1829,    d. 

;  m.  October  14,  1858,  Mary  Brown. 

No  family.  Chicago,  Ohio. 

(99)  William  M.  Severance,7  (Elisha,6  Samuel,5  Martin,4 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)    b.    February   12,    1832,    m. 

June   8,    1859,   Mary   T.    Latimer,    b.    November  3, 

1834. 

Calhoun,  Richland  Co.,  III. 

93  Mary  L.8  b.  August  31,  1861. 

94  Julia  M.8  January  18,  1863. 

95  Elisabeth  T.8  b.  August  23,  1867. 

(91)  Warren    Severance,7    (Elisha,6    Samuel,5    Martin,4 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.    October  9,  1836,  m.  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1860,  Philinda  Shepherd,  b.  May  17,  1841. 

Chicago,  Ohio. 

96  Elmer  W.8  b.  August  16,  1861. 

97  Clara  May,8  b.  September  24,  1868. 

(92)  Byron  Severance,7  (Elisha,6  Samuel,5  Martin,4  Joseph,3 

John,2  John1)  b.  February  2,  1839,  m.  September  20, 
1859,  Charlotte  A.  Arthur,  b.  February  25,  1836. 

98  Arthur  L.8  b.  July  14,  1860. 

99  Ernest  E.8  b.  July  15,  1868. 

(96)  John  F.  Severance,7  (Fairfield,6  Salah,5  Martin,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  January  24,  1835,  m.  Jan- 
uary 1,  1859,  Angeline  Ware. 

Shelburn  Falls,  Mass. 

100  Clayton  F.8  b.  December  8,  1859. 

101  John  Franklin,8  b.    November  16,    1862,   d.   June  22, 

1889,  unm. 
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102  Jennie  L.8  b.  April  25,  1865. 

103  Ethelyn  Daisy,8  b.  November  21,  1870. 

104  Charles  L.8  b.  July  3,  1878. 

(102)  Herbert  F.  Severance,7  (Luther,6  Selah,5  Martin,4 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  July   9,  1848,  m.  . , 

Cornelia  D.  Ferguson. 

Jones,  Mich. 

105  Nellie  Maud,8  b.  February  7,  1871. 

106  Clara  Belle,8  b.  September  14,  1875. 

(106)  Benjamin  F.  Severance,7  (Lorenzo,6  Selah,5  Martin,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  March  2,  1841,  m.  Decem- 
ber 25,  1875,  Lizzie  M.  Kimball,  b.  July  27,  1847. 

Shelburn,  Mass. 
No  family.     A  farmer  occupying  the  old  homestead. 

(110)  Warren  D.  Severance,7  (Seth,6  David,5  John,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  November  17,  1812,  m. 
October  15,  1837,  Sarah  Bullock,  b.  July  2,  1814. 

Pulaski,  Mich. 

107  Helen,8  b.  April  7,  1839. 

108  Adalaide,8  b.  May  2,  1848. 

109  Lovell,8b.  January  31,  1852. 

(112)  Joseph  A.  Severance,7  (Seth,6  David,5  John,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  July  17,  1816,  d.  April  23, 
1859;  m.  February  11,  1850,  Caroline  E.  Wales. 

Mexico,  N.  Y. 

110  Seth,8  b.  February  10,  1851. 

111  George,8  b.  December  15,  1853,  d.  October  10,  1856. 

112  Wales  Frank,8  b.  November  1,  1855. 

113  George  W.8  )  d.  March  12,  1884. 

lb.  September  1,  1857. 

114  John,8  )  d.  Nov.  25,  1878. 

At  the  early  age  of  eleven  George  made  a  profession  of  his  faith 
in  Jesus  by  uniting  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  pursued  his 
academic  course  in  Mexico  and  entered  Hamilton  College  in  1876. 
He  was  graduated  from  the  law  school  in  June,  1881;  was  immedi- 
ately admitted  as  attorney  and  counselor  at  law,  and  in  less  than  a 
month  was  on  his  way  to  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  to  enter  into  a  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  W.  F.  Severance.    On  arrival  he  was  induced 
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to  accept  a  position  in  the  Lincoln  schools.  He  entered  actively 
into  the  service  of  the  Sunday-school  as  treasurer  and  teacher,  and 
was  active  in  the  organization  of  mission  schools.  During  the 
second  year  his  health  failed  and  he  was  compelled  to  resign  the 
principalship  of  the  Park  School.  The  local  press  spoke  of  him  as 
one  of  the  most  faithful  teachers  in  the  city,  and  voiced  the  general 
wish  that  he  might  regain  his  health  by  a  contemplated  Southern 
trip,  and  resume  his  labors  in  the  following  spring.  This  sudden 
change  in  his  prospects  did  not  unman  him.  From  his  retreat  in 
Florida,  to  which  his  mother  had  accompanied  him,  he  wrote  to  a 
friend:  "This  is  a  severe  blow,  but  I  have  a  habit  of  looking  at  all 
things  as  if  they  were  for  the  best."  The  sensitive  lungs  responded 
for  a  while  to  the  mild  air  and  bright  sunshine,  but  hereditary  con- 
sumption had  been  developed  to  a  degree  that  a  fatal  issue  was 
plainly  inevitable.  He  arrived  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  January  8,  1883; 
he  returned  to  Mexico  in  May  of  the  same  year.  A  gradual,  but 
certain  decline  now  set  in  to  be  terminated  only  by  his  death.  That 
he  was  losing  ground  was  evident.  Quietly,  as  one  who  thinks,  un- 
complainingly, as  one  who  endures,  he  passed  through  protracted 
pain  to  a  painless  eternity. 

It  was  characteristic  of  him  that  whatever  engaged  his  attention 
was  pretty  sure  to  excite  his  enthusiasm.  It  was  so  with  his  sports. 
He  was  fond  of  sailing  and  camping  out,  preserving  a  few  of  his 
pleasant  experiences  in  articles  contributed  to  the  Forest  and  Stream 
and  the  Angler.  There  were  native  to  him  a  superior  refinement 
and  an  unusual  self-possession.  His  fine  sensibility  showed  itself  at 
times  in  an  unerring  moral  instinct  that  would  feel  the  right  while 
others  were  casting  about  to  discover  it.  He  possessed  "the 
rarity  of  charity."  The  appropriate  language  of  kindness  and  com- 
pliment was  familiar  to  him.  He  had  the  art  not  only,  but  the 
nature,  to  please.  These  qualities  made  him  the  centre  of  attrac- 
tion in  the  company  of  his  friends.  His  considerateness  for  others 
became  more  and  more  remarkable  during  his  sickness.  He  thought 
not  of  himself,  but  of  the  mother  who  was  daily  and  nightly  beside 
him.  In  the  fear  that  he  was  wearying  her,  he  forgot  that  he  was 
being  exhausted.  To  a  friend  who,  in  bidding  him  a  last  good-bye, 
had  thrown  his  arm  about  him  and  said,  "Now,  George,  I  want  you 
to  take  the  very  best  care  of  yourself,"  he  replied,  in  that  ready, 
quiet  way  that  was  characteristic,  "Mother  does  that." 

It  is  said  that,  when  he  was  quite  young,  he  expressed  the  wish 
that  he  might  go  through  college,  assigning  as  a  reason  that,  if  he 
once  had  an  education,  it  could  never  be  taken  from  him.  He  was 
permitted  to  complete  his  academic  and  collegiate  courses,  to  acquire 
an  elementary  knowledge  of  the  law  and  to  utilize  the  result  in 
a  brief  practical  experience  in  teaching.     Up  to  this  point  transi- 
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tions  were  from  one  period  of  intellectual  development  to  another 
along  ambitious  lines.  There  was  need  now  of  quite  another  kind> 
that  he  should  pass  through  the  school  of  patience.  A  long,  hard 
lesson  was  put  before  him;  but  he  learned  it  well.  It  is  observable 
in  college  life  that  the  last  year  brings  many  a  quiet,  honest  student 
to  the  front  and  establishes  the  wisdom  of  the  curriculum.  There 
was  an  organic  connection  between  the  parts  of  his  education,  and 
the  probation  of  patience  was  the  refiner's  fire. 

"  I  never  before  reached  the  depth  of  his  character,"  is  the  testi- 
mony of  one  who  knew  him  well.  He  was  finishing  a  course  laid 
out  by  the  divinity  that  shapes  ends,  and  the  character  was  coming 
out.  The  education  gained  by  the  Christian  here  is  not  taken  away 
at  death,  but  is  continued  under  better  conditions  for  the  harmo- 
nious and  perfect  development  of  all  the  faculties. 

(112)  Avery  W.  Severance,7  (Seth,6  David,5  John,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  February  23,  1819,  d.  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1874;  m.  March  7,  1844,  Julia  N.  Marvinr 
b.  September  5,  1823. 

New  Haven,  N.  Y. 

COPIED   FROM    OBITUARY. 

Mr.  Severance  was  a  resident  of  New  Haven  from  boyhood,  and 
it  is  not  too  much  to  say  of  him  that  from  early  manhood  he  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Oswego 
county. 

He  was  the  son  of  the  late  Seth  Severance,  Esq.,  who  for  many 
years  represented  the  town  of  New  Haven  in  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, and  the  name  "  Squire  Severance "  in  the  early  days  of  this 
county  was  the  synonym  of  intelligence  and  integrity. 

He  inherited  the  sterling  qualities  of  his  highly  respected  father. 
He  has  been  regarded  for  years  as  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
and  successful  agriculturists  and  stock  growers  of  the  county.  His 
farm  was  a  model,  while  his  cattle  always  attracted  the  attention 
and  admiration  of  the  best  judges  at  all  of  the  county  exhibitions. 

For  many  years  he  represented  New  Haven  in  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  holding  the  same  relative  position  in  that  body  that  his 
honored  father  did  in  the  early  history  of  the  county.  He  was  sev- 
eral times  its  presiding  officer,  and  his  familiarity  with  the  public 
business  and  his  intelligence  upon  all  town  and  county  matters 
always  enabled  him  to  hold  a  commanding  position  in  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  Board. 

In  the  session  of  1865,  he  represented  the  Third  Assembly  Dis- 
trict of  this  county  in  the  Legislature.  His  duties  as  a  Legislator 
were  characterized  by  the  same  intelligence  and  integrity  which 
had  even  distinguished  his  public  life.  He  was  afterwards  frequently 
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urged  to  accept  the  position  again,  and  his  friends  urged  him  to 
allow  his  name  to  be  presented  for  the  Senate  under  such  circum- 
stances that  his  consent  was  only  necessary  to  success,  but  he  could 
not  see  it  his  duty  to  comply  with  their  wishes. 

In  public  and  in  private  life,  as  a  gentleman,  citizen,  neighbor 
and  christian,  as  well  as  in  all  the  relations  that  constitute  a  good 
citizen,  he  had  few  superiors  in  Oswego  county.  His  death  was  a 
public  loss  and  severely  felt  in  the  community  where  he  resided* 
and  in  the  society,  in  the  welfare  of  which  he  had  for  so  many  years 
taken  an  active  interest. 

115  Noble  D.9  b.  June  18,  1845,  d.  . 

116  Orla  Avery,9  b.  August  19,  1846,  d.  February  21,  1869. 

(118)  William  Severance,7  (Horace,0  David,5  John,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John,1)  b.  December  7,  1832,  m. 
,  Mary  G.  Welch. 

Ludlow,  Mass. 

(123)  Daniel  H.  Severance,7  (Daniel  A.b  Daniel,5  John,4 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  September  25,  1834,  d. 
__ ;  m.  January  1,  1863,  Muraluisia  Lewis. 

117  Lewis  Eggleston,8  b.  November  27,  1863. 

118  Gertrude  Iowa,8  b.  July  10,  1866. 

119  Sarah  Ellen,8  b.  May  30,  1869. 

(124)  John    J.    Severance,7    (Daniel  A.6   Daniel,5   John,4 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.    June  15,  1837,  d.  ■ ; 

m.    December    31,    1863,    Martha  Bentley,    dan.    of 
George  Bently,  of  Davenport,  Iowa. 
No  family.  Davenport,  Ia. 

(125)  Hugh  McClellan  Severance,7  (Jonathan,6  Jonathan,5 

Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  November  26, 
1818,  d.  September  13,  1880;  m.  September  12,  1862, 
Angelina  Graves,  b.  October  10,  1821,  d.  March  11, 
1879. 

Birdsall,  Alleghany  Co.,  N.  Y. 

He  was  from  a  boy  a  great  reader  of  history,  keeping  himself 
thoroughly  posted  on  all  the  general  questions  of  the  day — entering 
actively  into  politics.  Excelling  in  mathematics,  he  early  became  a 
practical  surveyor  of  the  county.  As  a  school  teacher  he  ranked 
among  the  first;  elected  in  early  life  to  the  office  of  town  superin- 
tendent of  schools.    At    the    age    of  twenty-seven   years  he   was 
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chosen  superintendent  of  the  common  schools  of  Alleghany  County, 
a  position  which  he  filled  with  marked  ability.  In  1856  he  was 
appointed  resident  engineer  of  the  canals  of  New  York,  and  located 
at  Cuba,  on  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal;  and  a  little  later  division 
engineer.  He  was  kind  hearted  and  generous  even  to  a  fault;  always 
ready  with  a  helping  hand  for  others,  asking  nothing  in  return  for 
self.  His  counsel  and  advice  was  sought  by  those  in  offices  of  trust 
and  responsibility,  as  well  as  those  in  the  humble  walks  of  life.  If 
a  knotty  problem  was  to  be  solved  it  was  brought  to  him.  If  a  bill 
of  relief  was  desired  of  the  Legislature,  he  was  relied  on  to  see  it 
through.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  he  was  devoted  to  the 
welfare  of  the  soldiers,  giving  his  time  and  means  for  the  relief  of 
their  sufferings  both  in  camp  and  hospital.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife,  he  removed  to  the  old  homestead  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days  with  his  sisters,  Elisabeth  and  Elmira  M.  in  the  town  of 
Hume,  near  Wiscoy,  Alleghany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died. 

(128)  James  T.  Severance,7  (Jonathan,6  Jonathan,5  Jona- 
than,4 Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  September  4,  1824, 
m.  October  22,  1856,  Marian  Botsford,  b.  May  9, 
1838. 

Wiscoy,  N.  Y. 

Settled  in  Canadea,  Allegany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  began  life  a  farmer, 
which  pursuit  he  has  continued  to  follow,  varied  with  contracts  on 
public  works  and  the  duties  of  official  life,  such  as  supervisor,  asses- 
sor and  similar  positions  of  township  requisition.  He  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  the  public  school  and  the  higher  institutions  of  learning; 
he  spared  no  pains  or  means  for  the  education  of  his  own  family,  and 
at  the  same  time  securing  the  best  of  privileges  for  others  to  do  the 
same. 

120  John,8  b.  August  9,  1859. 

121  Willard  Lorenzo,8  b.  September  1,  1862. 

122  Martin,8  b.  June  12,  1875. 

(130)  John  Severance,7  (Jonathan,6  Jonathan,5  Jonathan,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  February  25,  1830,  m.  May 
25,  1860,  Elisabeth  Westcott. 

Hutchinson,  Kan. 

John  left  his  home  in  New  York  in  1853  and  went  to  Missouri 
where  he  accepted  the  position  of  engineer  in  the  construction  of 
the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  R.  R.;  also  the  St.  Joe  &  Denver  R.  R.  He 
was  chosen  State  Senator  in  1864;  colonel  of  the  state  militia  during 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion;  was  mayor  of  St.  Joseph  several  years; 
was  post-master  in  that  city  one  term  of  administration.    In  1877  he 
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removed  to  Axtell,  Marshall  Co.,  Kan.  Afterward  to  Hutchinson, 
Reno  County,  where  he  now  resides;  now  holding  the  office  of  mayor 
of  that  city.  Doniphan  County  did  him  the  honor  of  naming  one 
of  her  townships  "  Severance,"  in  consideration  of  their  esteem  of 
him  as  a  man  and  citizen. 

123  William,8  b.  March  12,  1861. 

124  Jane  Isabella,8  b.  February  28,  1862. 

125  Clara,8  b.  December  7,  1863,  d.  September  11,  1864. 

126  Arthur,8  b.  August  4,  1865. 

127  John  Elbert,8  b.  September  17,  1869. 

(134)  David  S.  Severance,7  (John,6  Jonathan,5  Jonathan,* 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  October  13,  1819,  m.  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1842,  Harriet  Newell  Jeffrey. 

Truxton,  N.  Y. 

A  farmer;  lives  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Truxton,  N.  Y.,  on 
which  his  father  lived  and  died;  he  also  owns  a  part  of  the  farm  pur- 
chased by  his  grand-father  in  1801.  He  still  has  in  his  possession 
one  of  the  wheels  of  the  wagon  in  which  his  grandfather  moved  his 
family  from  Greenfield  in  1800,  which  he  cares  for  as  a  precious 
relic  of  "  ye  olden  time."  Successful  as  a  farmer,  philanthropic  in 
all  matters  of  public  interest,  generous  and  benevolent,  and  ready  to 
every  good  word  and  work. 

128  John   Jeffery,8  b.    September   7,    1848,    d.    March   12, 

1853. 

129  Jennie  T.8  b.  November  24,  1852. 

130  David  Allen,8  b.  December  19,  1854,  d.  July  19,  1855. 

(136)   Calvin    Severance,7    (John,6   Jonathan,5  Jonathan,4 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)   b.   May   15,    1825,  m.  March 

21,  1848,  Rosamond  M.  Fay. 

Homer,  N.  Y. 

Began  life  a  farmer  in  Truxton,  N.  Y.  In  1863  he  sold  his  farm 
to  Oliver  Perry  and  purchased  another  near  Cortland,  where  he  has 
lived  the  past  twenty-eight  years  (now  1891). 

(139)  E.  Hubbard  Severance,7  (Joseph,6  Joseph,5  Jona- 
than,4 Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  September  27,  1805, 
d.    October  30,    1879;  m.    May  16,    1843,  Maria  H. 

Street. 

Boston,  Mass. 

131  George  L.8  b.  March  14,  1850. 

132  Louisa  ]fr.8  b.  May  7,  1856. 
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133  Lizzie  Helen,8  b.  December  26,  1859. 

134  John  E.8  b.  June  2,  1867. 

135  Arthur  C.8  b.  March  6,  1869,  d.  August  22  following. 

136  James  Hubbard,8  b.  September  14,  1844,  d.    February 

10,  1845. 

(149)  Joseph  F.  Severance,7  (Horace,6  Joseph,5  Jonathan,4 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  April  29,  1831,  m.  — —  , 

Flora  Gilligan. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

(155)  Edwin    Severance,7     (Pliny,6    Joseph,5   Jonathan,4 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.    November  30,    1825,    m. 
April  29,  1859,  Caroline  Agatha  St.  John. 

Lincoln,  Iowa. 

137  Edwin  K.8  b.  February  13,  1860. 

138  Charlton  Metcalf,8  b.  March  16,  1861. 

139  William  Mulholland,8  b.  August  11,  1863. 

140  Louis  Howard,8  b.  March  13,  1868. 

141  Henry  Wrisley,8  b.  December  11,  1876. 

142  May  Florence,8  b.  December  6,  1877. 

143  Ellen  Josephine,8  b.  June  13,  1879. 

(156)  George    Severance,7    (Pliny,6  Joseph,5   Jonathan,4 

Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.   November  30,   1827,   m. 

November    24,    1849,    Eliza    Elisabeth    Bacchus,    b. 

March  12,  1826. 

Hudson,  Iowa. 

144  Ann  Elisabeth,8  b.  February  18,  1852. 

145  Isabel  Maria,8  b.  November  4,  1854. 

146  Virginia  Emma,8  b.  May  14,  1859. 

147  Carrie  Josephine,8  b.  October  24,  1861. 

148  Charles  Frederic  Malcom,8  b.  July  4,  1864. 

(161)  Solomon    L.    Severance,7    (Robert   B.6   Solomon,5 

Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  April  9,  1812, 

d.  July  13,  1838;  m.    November  12,  1833,  Mary  H. 

Long. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

149  Solon  Long,8  b.  September  8,  1834. 

150  Louis  Henry,8  b.  August  1,  1838. 


SEVERANCE    GENEALOGY.  61 

(162)  Theodoric  C.  Severance,7  (Robert  B.6  Solomon,5 
Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  Marcn  1,  1814, 
d.  October  21,  1892;  m.  August  27,  1840,  Caroline  M. 
Seymour,  b.  January  12,  1820. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Born  at  Shelburn  Centre,  where  he  lived  until  fifteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  left  his  home  to  enter  upon  a  clerkship  in  Elyria,  O. 
He  remained  here  four  years,  when  he  was  offered  a  position  in  the 
"  Bank  of  Auburn,"  Auburn,  N.  Y.  He  remained  here  two  years 
when,  in  1836,  he  went  to  Cleveland,  O.,  where  he  remained  for 
twenty  years  as  teller  and  cashier  in  three  different  banks.  In  1855 
he  went  to  Boston,  Mass.,  engaged  as  cashier  in  the  Bank  of  the 
Republic,  where  he  remained  until  1862.  Failing  health  warned  him 
that  a  change  of  occupation  was  an  absolute  requisite,  and  obedient 
to  the  warning,  he  accepted  the  appointment  of  "Special  Agent  of 
the  Treasury  Department  and  Acting  Collector  of  Customs  for  the 
District  of  Beaufort,  S.  C."  A  stay  of  four  years  here  in  the  mild 
climate  and  complete  change  of  business,  resulted  in  the  restoration 
of  health  and  physical  vigor.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
to  his  home  in  Boston,  but  a  brief  residence  there  in  a  Northern 
climate,  determined  him  to  try  a  Southern  climate;  as  a  result,  in 
1875  he  located  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  where  he  now  resides. 

151  Orson  Seymour,8  b.  June  25,  1841,  d.  July  29,  follow- 

ing. 

152  James  Seymour,8  b.  July  5,  1842. 

153  Julia  Long,8  b.    March  8,  1844,  m.  January  16,  1866, 

Edward  C.  Burrage. 

154  Mark  Sibley,8  b.  October  28,  1846. 

155  Pierre  Clarke,8  b.  September  16,  1849. 

(165)  Otis  C.  Severance,7  (Otis,6  Solomon,5  Jonathan,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  November  13,  1815,  d. 
April  1,  1877;  m.  December  28,  1837,  Emeline  Ste- 
vens, b.  July  12,  1824,  d.  April  13,  1889. 

Dundaff,  Pa. 

156  Eunice,8   b.    November    12,    1838,    d.    September   25, 

1872;  m.  — -,  Emery  Harding. 

157  Oresamus,8  b.  July  5,  1840,  d.  April  11,  1841. 

158  Oliver  Cathestes,8  b.  October  24,  1842. 

159  Otis  Cordenio,8  b.  October  25,  1845. 

160  Eugene  Kincaid,8  b.  March  31,  1848. 
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161  Emma  Jane,8  b.  August  11,    1851,  m.  ,    Luther 

Miller. 

162  Oscar  Alphonso,8  b.  May  24,  1854. 
Emery,8  b.  February  18,  1860. 

.  (167)  Erasmus  C.  Severance,7  (Otis,6 Solomon.5 Jonathan,* 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  October  12,  1829,  m.  Sep- 
tember 28,  1859,  Amanda  Julia  Arnold,  b.  June  29, 

1835. 

Manteeville,  Minn. 

163  Cordenia  Arnold,8  b.  June  30,  1862. 

164  Carrie  Ann,8  b.  September  14,  1869. 

(169)  James  K.  Severance,7  Ralph  A.6  Elihu,5  Jonathan,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  April  5,  1846,  m.  August 
*      8,  1871,  Rosa  Gridley. 

Bellevue,  Ohio. 

165  Julia,8  b.  January  11,  1877. 

(172)  Edward  H.  Severance,7  (Ptolemy  P.6  Elihu,5  Jona- 

than,4 Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  April  10,  1835,  m. 
May  22,  1874,  Ellen  Barnes,  b.  May  3,  1844. 

Toledo,  O. 

No  family.  Enlisted  in  the  24th  Regt.  Ohio  Vols.;  appointed 
sergeant;  promoted  to  1st  Lieutenant;  was  in  the  first  Bull  Run 
battle;  was  never  wounded.  Conductor  on  the  Toledo,  St.  Louis  & 
Pacific  R.  R. 

(173)  Franklin  C  Severance,7  (Ptolemy  P.6  Elihu,5  Jona- 

than,4 Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  December  24,  1837, 
m.  May  28,  1828,  Sallie  J.  Thurman,  b.  July  27, 
1844. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Born  in  Greenfield,  Mass.;  graduated  from  Amherst  College  in 
the  class  of  1863;  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  ad  eundem.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  A.  52d  Regt.  of  Massachusetts  Vols.;  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  1st  Lieutenant  of  his  company;  the  company  presenting 
him  with  a  sword  and  belt  on  the  occasion  as  a  token  of  their  appre- 
ciation of  his  ability.  Having  served  the  full  term  of  his  enlist- 
ment, he  re-enlisted  in  the  regular  army  as  hospital  steward;  was 
ordered  to  report  to  Col.  Wood,  Asst.  Surg.  Gen.,  at  Louisville.  Ky.r 
and  by  him  ordered  to  report  to  Surg.  Josiah  Curtis,  U.  S.  A.  Med. 
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Dir.  Dist.  East  Tennessee,  and  by  him  assigned  to  duty  at  the 
Asylum  Hospital,  Surg.  F.  Meachem  in  charge.  When  this  hospital 
was  closed,  he  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Curtis,  with 
whom  he  remained. until  the  Doctor  was  mustered  out  of  the  service, 
after  which  he  was  ordered  to  duty  at  the  small-pox  hospital,  at 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  by  Dr.  Cooper,  Med.  Dir.  of  Department,  but  he 
being  relieved  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Summers,  the  order  was  countermanded 
and  he  assigned  to  duty  with  Dr.  Summers,  who  moved  his  office 
from  Nashville  to  Knoxville,  and  from  there  to  Memphis.  When 
Gen.  Thomas  assumed  command,  headquarters  were  again  moved  to 
Nashville,  where  he  remained  until  November,  1866,  when  he  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service,  after  which  he  was  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department,  at  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he 
now  is. 

166  Cassell,8b.  March  18,  1869. 

167  Lizzie  Barbes,8  b.  January  8,  1873. 

168  Frank  Bidwell,8  b.  May  15,  1875. 

(177)  Frank  M.  Severance,7- (Charles,6  Moses,5  Moses,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  April  30,  1835,  m.  June  6, 
1878,  Zaide  L.  Cameron,  b.  July  18,  1840. 

Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

(179)  James  H.  Severance,7  (Charles,6  Moses,5  Moses/ 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  June  20,  1844,  m.  Febru- 
ary 12,  1868,  Mary  E.  Barber,  b.  February  18,  1845. 

Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

169  Harry  James,8  b.  March  18,  1870. 

170  Charles  Barber,8  b.  May  21,  1876. 

(182)  Henry  W.  Severance,7  (Luther,6  Elihu,5  Moses/ 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  July  12,  1828,  m.  March 
17,  1857,  Hannah  Swan  Child,  b.  October  3,  1836. 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Born  in  Augusta,  Maine;  eldest  son  of  Hon.  Luther  Severance; 
educated  in  the  high  school  of  Augusta  and  afterwards  at  the  Caze- 
novia  Seminary,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  sailed 
from  Boston  for  California,  arriving  via  Cape  Horn  in  June,  1849. 
After  visiting  the  mining  regions,  he  located  in  San  Francisco,  ex- 
periencing all  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune  incident  to  business  in 
those  pioneer  times.  During  th^e  winter  of  1849,  first  visited  the 
Hawaiian  Islands.  After  the  death  of  his  father  in  1855  he  married, 
and  1857  made  Honolulu  his  home,  engaging  in  rice  planting  and 
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commercial  pursuits.  He  established  the  first  large  rice  plantation 
in  Hawaii;  was  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  of  State  during  the 
reign  of  Kamehameha  V.  In  1867  he  visited  California,  established 
himself  in  San  Francisco  as  a  merchant  and  was  appointed  Hawaiian 
consul  by  His  Majesty,  Kamehameha  V.  This  appointment  he  has 
now  held  under  three  successive  kings,  enjoying  the  confidence  of 
the  government  at  this  important  commercial  port.  He  has  re- 
ceived orders  of  merit  .from  Kamehameha  V.  as  Knight  Commander, 
and  also  similar  honors  from  His  Majesty,  Kalakaua  for  distinguished 
services  rendered.  Since  the  Treaty  of  Reciprocity  with  Hawaii 
and  the  United  States  this  consulate  has  become  one  of  much  im- 
portance; its  duties  continue  to  be  discharged  by  Mr.  Severance  at 
time  of  writing  this  sketch. 

171  Alice  May,8  b.  May  1,  1862. 

172  Gertrude  Child,8  b.  January  26,  1869. 

(184)  Luther  Severance,7  (Luther,6  Elihu,5  Moses,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  June  1,  1836,  m.  January 
1,  1866,  Lucinda  M.  Clark,  b.  in  Honolulu,  Sand- 
wich Islands. 

Honolulu,  Sandwich  Islands. 

Born  in  Augusta,  Maine;  second  son  of  Hon.  Luther  Severance; 
went  to  Hawaii  with  his  parents  and  sister  in  1850,  when  he  married 
and  was  largely  engaged  in  rice  planting.  In  1870  he  was  appointed 
by  His  Majesty,  Kamehameha  V.,  sheriff  of  the  Island  of  Hawaii; 
also  filling  the  offices  of  Collector  of  Customs  and  Port  Master  at 
the  Port  of  Hilo,  where  he  has  since  resided,  and  is  well  known  for 
his  ability  and  efficiency  in  the  various  duties  of  his  office. 

173  Helen,8  b.  March  9,  1867. 

174  Allen,8  b.  June  15,  1872. 


EIGHTH     GENERATION     OF     PARENTS  —  NINTH 
GENERATION  OF  CHILDREN. 

(2)  Edmund  K.  Severance,8  (Ebenezer,7  Samuel,6  Ebe- 
nezer,5  Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  April 
28,  1823,  m.  December  14,  1869,  Mary  A.  Landon. 

MlDDLEBURY,  Vt. 

Located  in  his  native  town;  engaged  in  farming;  filled  the  office 
of  selectman  for  several  years  as  well  as  that  of  lister;  a  man  univer- 
sally respected  and  esteemed  as  a  citizen  and  fellow-townsman. 
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1  Nellie  M.9  b.  September  22,  1871. 

2  Frank  E.9  b.  September  4,  1873. 

3  George  M.9  b.  Jauuary  2,  1876. 

4  Jennie  A.9  b.  July  10,  1878. 

5  Martha  A.9  b.  August  17,  1880. 

(4)  Oliver   Severance,8   (Ebenezer,7  Samuel,6  Ebenezer,5 

Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  February  14, 

1827,  m.  March  18,   1849,   Delia  Cady,  b.  April  16, 
1832. 

MlDDLEBURY,  Vt. 

Mr.  Severance  is  a  thorough  business  man;  was  at  first  a  car- 
penter and  builder,  but  became  interested  in  the  water  power  at 
Middlebury  and  set  in  motion  energies  which  gave  to  Middlebury 
grist-mills,  machine  shops,  wollen  factory  and  two  large  paper  mills, 
both  of  which  were  burned.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent  judgment  in 
estimating  the  value  of  property  of  all  kinds.  He  has  a  large  ranch 
in  Texas  and  is  largely  engaged  in  the  sheep  trade.  His  sons  are  with 
him  in  the  same  employment. 

6  Julia  Adalaide,9  b.  July  10,  1850,  d.  December  11,  1860. 

7  Junius  Eugene,9  b.  September  7,  1851. 

8  Charles  Carlton,9  b.  September  17,  1853. 

9  Florence  Lillian,9  b.   January   30,  1856,  m.   January  5, 

1881,  Charles  B.  Warren. 

10  Willie  Frank,9  b.  April  15,  1860,  d.  June  2,  1861. 

11  Fred  Wilmot,9  b.  February  2,  1862,  d.  June  17,  1878. 

12  Frank  Oliver,9  b.  August  28,  1864. 

13  Lizzie  Ethel  Daisy,9  b.  November  12,  1873. 

(5)  Asahel  J.  Severance,8  (Ebenezer,7  Samuel,6  Ebenezer,5 

Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  December  1, 

1828,  m.  April  6,  1850,  Martha  W.  Cady. 

New  York  City. 

He  began  life  as  a  carpenter;  went  from  that  into  the  lumber 
business  and  thence  opened  a  marble  quarry;  soon  became  connected 
with  a  diamond  drill  and  went  to  California.  He  is  now  in  New 
York  City  dealing  in  mining  interests,  etc.     No  family. 

(6)  Milton  L.  Severance,8  (Ebenezer,7  Samuel,6  Ebenezer,5 

Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)   b.  October  14, 
1830,  m.  August  16,  1859,  Emily  A.  Spencer. 

Bennington,  Vt. 
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Worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when 
he  began  preparations  for  college  without  funds;  provided  him- 
self with  the  requisite  means  to  carry  him  along  by  teaching  and 
otherwise;  graduated  from  Middlebury  College,  Vt.,  with  $150  in  his 
pocket  over  and  above  paying  all  bills;  engaged  as  principal  of 
Ticonderoga  Academy  for  one  year,  after  which  he  entered  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  New  York  City,  where  he  studied  for  two 
years;  transferred  his  relations  to  Andover  Theological  Seminary  for 
his  third  year;  supplied  the  Congregational  Church  at  Lynn,  Mass., 
for  three  months  during  the  year  before  graduating.  After  leaving 
the  Seminary  he  settled  at  Boscowan,  N.  H.,  as  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  where  he  remained  for  five  years;  during  this 
period  forty-three  members  were  added  to  the  church.  Receiving  a 
call  from  the  Congregational  Church  of  Orwell,  Vt.,  he  accepted  and 
settled  there,  where  he  remained  for  twelve  years,  during  which  the 
church  was  prospered  in  all  respects.  He  was  called  from  his  labors 
there  to  become  the  financial  agent  of  his  alma  mater,  to  procure  an 
endowment  of  $100,000,  which  sum  was  eventually  secured.  When 
he  closed  his  financial  agency  fc*r  the  college,  he  was  called  to  the 
principalship  of  the  Burr  and  Burton  Seminary,  Manchester,  N.  H., 
for  three  years;  at  the  expiration  of  which  term,  his  contract  was 
renewed  for  three  years  more;  during  the  interim  of  these  terms 
he  made  a  tour  of  Europe,  visiting  England,  Scotland,  Belgium, 
Holland,  Germany,  Switzerland,  Italy  and  France.  During  these 
years  of  teaching,  he  frequently  preached  for  destitute  churches. 
In  the  meanwhile  the  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Ben- 
ington,  Vt.,  died,  and  he  was  called  to  supply  them  temporarily,  the 
result  of  which  was  an  engagement  for  three  months.  He  was  then 
requested  to  resign  his  principalship  of  the  Seminary  and  accept  of 
the  pastorate,  which  he  declined  to  do  until  his  engagement  with 
the  Seminary  terminated.  As  a  result  of  this  understanding,  the 
church  gave  him  a  unanimous  call  to  become  pastor  and  would  wait 
for  one  year.  He  has  now  (1891)  been  settled  over  the  church  for 
three  years;  twenty-five  have  been  added  to  its  membership  and  in 
the  meanwhile  raised  and  expended  $5,000  on  the  church  and  par- 
sonage. 

14  Claude  Milton,9  b.  November  3,  1861. 

15  Wilburt  Nathaniel,9  b.  August  18,  1863. 

16  Carlton  Spencer,9  b.  August  15,  1867. 

17  Maude  Emily,9  b.  November  28,  1870. 

18  Herbert  Allen,9  b.  December  2,  1873. 

(10)  Philo  S.  Severance,8  (Samuel  S,7  Samuel,6  Ebenezer,* 
Ebenezer/  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  February  28, 
1840,  m.  February  2,  1867,  Helen  E.  At  wood. 
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Born  in  Middlebury;  graduated  from  Middlebury  College.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Northern  Army,  heavy 
artillery,  Battery  B,  11th  Regt.,  Vermont  Vols.,  as  a  private;  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  as  lieutenant,  and  is  now  a  farmer  deal- 
ing in  registered  sheep. 

Emma,9  b.  ,  m.  1890,  Baine. 

(11)  Martin   E.    Severance,8   (Samuel   S.7  Samuel,6  Ebe- 
nezer,5 Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  August 

4,  1843,  m.  November  26,  1878,  Mattie  Van  Slyke. 
Martin  E.  graduated  at  Middlebury  College  in  the  class  of  1870. 

He  has  been  a  teacher  and  surveyor  in  the  west;  is  now  in  trade  in 
Dakota. 

Jennie,9  b.  . 

(13)  Edward     C.     Severance,8    (Darius,7   Samuel,6   Ebe- 
nezer,5 Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.   April 

5,  1840,  m.  February  27,  1872,  Ellen  A.  Perkins. 

Burlington,  Vt. 

(17)  Edson    J.     Severance,8    (Lyman   M.7  Moses,6  Ebe. 

nezer,5  Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b.  March 

17,  1848,  m.  July  25,  1869,  Mahala  Kate  Smith,  b. 

July    25,   1849,  dau.   of   Phineas    and    Hannah    W. 

Smith,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Moline,  III. 

Born  in  Painesville,  Ohio;  learned  the  trade  of  jeweler;  began 
business  in  Moline,  111.;  moved  from  there  to  Henry,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  jewelry.  He  served  during  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion  in  the  140th  Regt.  Illinois  Vol.  Infy. 

19  Victor  Lyman,9  b.  February  21,  1870. 

20  Emma  Viola  Vane,9  b.  June  17,  1871. 

21  Victoria  Tennie  C.9  b.  August  17,  1873. 

22  Johnnie  Smith,9  b.  February  29,  1876. 

23  Arthur  Edson,9  b.  March  19,  1878. 

(41)  Samuel  O.  Severance,8  (Cyrus,7  Matthew,6  Matthew, 

Joseph,4   Joseph,3   John,2   John1)    b.    February    27, 

1818,  d.  December  27,  1877,  m.  September  12,  1842, 

Susan  Lewis,  b.  August  28,  1824. 

Chili,  N.  Y. 

Settled  in  Scottsville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  carried  on  the  saddle  and 
harness  business  for  several  years,  after  which  he  purchased  a  farm 
and  became  a  farmer,  which  pursuit  he  followed  until  death. 
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24  Horace  Wells,9  b.  May  13,  1844. 

25  Homer  R.9  b.  June  15,  1846. 

26  Mary  Emma,9  b.   October  23,   1850,   d.   November  27, 

1861. 

27  Ella  Maud,9  b.   August  24,   1856,  m.  March  26,  1879, 

John  Y.  Reed. 

(45)  Cyrus  W.  Severance,8  (Cyrus,7  Matthew,6  Matthew,5 
Joseph,*  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  August  11,  1829, 
m.  February  4,  1886,  Mary  Hafner,  b.  January  12, 
1842. 

Lawndale,  III. 

28  George  W.9  b.  January  15,  1870. 

Anthony  Peck  Severance,8  (Cyrus,7  Matthew,6 
Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  October 
18,  1835,  m.  March  13,  1856,  Frances  Arabelle 
Rathbun,  b.  January  18,  1837. 

Fayette  G.9  b.  January  4,  1857. 
Charles  N.9  b.  October  25,  1858. 
Frank  B.9  b.  July  23,  1860. 
Cyrus  J.9  b.  July  16,  1862. 
Cynthia  Electa,9  b.  October  23,  1867. 
Helen  Lydia,9  b.  September  19,  1875. 

(54)  William     S.     Severance,8     (Chester,7     Matthew,6 

Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph3,  John,2  John1)  b.  March 

24,  1829,  m.  November  24,  1853,  Martha  Elisabeth 

Lyman,  b.  October  17,  1831. 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

29  William  Lyman,9  b.  September  17,  1858. 

30  Wilhelmina,9  b.  March  1,  1866. 

31  Charles  Dora,9  b.  December  18,  1868. 

(55)  Chester     W.     Severance,8     (Chester,7     Matthew,6 

Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  Febru- 
ary 27,  1831,  m.  November  25,  1857,  Catherine 
Matilda  Wilkins,  b.  February  10,  1840. 

Leyden,  Mass. 

Born  in  Leyden;  a  farmer;  but  amid  all  of  his  activities  as  such, 
he  has  found  time  to  engage  in  teaching  school  not  only,  but  to 
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serve  his  town  as  school  commissioner  and  selectman,  and  withal  a 
prosperous  farmer. 

32  Kate  Florabel,9  b.   October  17,  1858,   d.   August  21, 

1875. 

33  Lillian  Louise,9  b.  September  20,  1860. 

34  Etta  May,9  b.  May  17,  1865. 

35  Ulysses  Grant,9  b.   December  15,  1867,   d.  March  10, 

1868. 

36  Chester  Gilbert,9  b.  September  29,  1869. 

37  George  Henry,9  b.   February  2,    1873,   d.  January  21, 

1876. 

(56)  Charles  E.  Severance,8  (Chester,7  Matthew,6 
Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John,1)  b.  August 
7,  1834,  m.  May  14,  1862,  Mary  Ellen  Wilson,  b. 
August  ,14,  1840,  d.  November  19,  1872;  m.  June 
17,  1875,  Mary  Evelyn  Sawyer. 

Born  in  Leyden,  Mass;  studied  medicine;  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Vermont;  received  his  diploma;  located  at  Shelburn 
Falls  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  at  which  place  he 
continued  for  some  years.  He  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  73d 
Regt.  of  New  Fork  Vol.  Infy.;  acting  surgeon  Seamen's  Retreat  Hos- 
pital, and  visiting  surgeon  of  Eastern  Dispensary,  New  York  City, 
In  1886  he  left  Shelburn  Falls  and  located  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  where 
he  now  is. 

38  Earl  Clarendon,9  b.   February  7,   1864,  drowned  May 

17,  1877. 

39  Martha  Helen,9  b.  October  12,  1868. 

40  Franklin  Sawyer,9  b.  January  3,  1880,  d.  April  18,  fol- 

lowing. 

41  Evelyn  Kendall,9  b.  December  30,  1881. 

(60)  Samuel    C.    Severance,8    (Cephas    C.7    Matthew,6 

Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  August 

1,  1836,  m.   October  29,   1872,   Angenette  Dean,  b. 

June  11,  1843. 

Leyden,  Mass. 

42  Edith  Leila,9  b.  November  26,  1873. 

43  Leon  Henry,9  b.  February  15,  1875. 

44  Harriet  Gertrude,9  b.  December  2,  1876. 

45  Herman  Waldo,9  b.  November  22,  1881. 
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(64)  Charles  F.  Severance,8  (Cephas  C.7  Matthew  6 
Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  July 
11,  1848,  m.  November  21,  1871,  Ella  S.  Yining,  b. 
January  7,  1852. 

Leyden,  Mass. 

46  Gratia  E.9  b.  July  6,  1874. 

47  Florence  A.9  b.  May  26,  1876. 

Joseph  W.  Severance,8  (Leonard,7  Zenas,6  Matthew,5 
Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  January  21,  1823, 
m.  August  4,  1846,  Mary  A.  Atcherson,  b.  October 
30,  1827. 

Joseph  W.9  b.  January  12,  1848,  d.  . 

Clariot  P.9  b.  November  20,  1849. 

Philip    Severance,8    (Leonard,7    Zenas,6    Matthew,5 
Joseph,4   Joseph,3   John,2  John1)    b.   November   10, 
1824,    m.    January  3,    1853,  Lydia  W.   Garland,  b. 
October  17,  1824,  d.  May  11,  1873. 
No  children. 

(66)  Henry C.Severance,8(CharlesC.7 Consider,6 Matthew,5 

Joseph,4   Joseph,3    John,2   John1)    b.    February    10, 

1852,  m.  May  6,  1874,  Ida  Wilson,  b.  November  25, 

1852. 

Spkingville,  N.  Y. 

48  Charles  C.9  b.  April  28,  1875. 

(71)  George  C.  Severance,8  (George,7  Consider,6 Matthew,5 

Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  June  4,  1853,  m. 

December  1,  1875,  Emma  Alida  Gilbert,  b.  August 

21,  1853. 

Chazy,  N.  Y. 

49  Annie  Douglas,9  b.  May  27,  1877. 

50  Harold  Craige,9  b.  July  1,  1879. 

51  George  Malcom,9  b.  August  5,  1882. 

(77)  Joseph  C.  Severance,8  (Ruel,7  Ruel,6  Matthew,5 
Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  September  7, 
1841,  m.  November  24,  1861,  Eliza  Dinsmore. 

Shelburn,  Mass. 
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A  farmer  on  the  old  homestead  farm  at  Shelburn  Centre,  which 
he  has  carried  on  since  his  father's  death.  He  ranks  among  the 
very  best  farmers  in  town,  both  in  producing  good  crops  and  rais- 
ing the  finest  stock,  the  pride  and  boast  of  the  farmer  on  the  hill- 
sides of  Western  Massachusetts. 

52  Alice  Maria,9  b.  May  3,  1863. 

53  Mary,9  b.  May  22,  1868. 

54  George  Alvin,9  b.  July  22,  1871. 

55  Lucia  Jane,9  b.  March  25,  1874. 

56  Joseph  Ruel,9  b.  June  7,  1880. 

Samuel  W.  Severance,8  (Leonard,7  Zenas,6  Matthew,5 
Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  June  26,  1827,  m. 
April  11,  1861,  Adeline  K.  Hazen,  b.  February  19, 
1832. 
No  children. 

Leonard  S.  Severance,8  (Leonard,7  Zenas,6  Matthew,5 
Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  May  3,  1832,  m. 
January  1,  1857,  Ophelia  E.  Geer,  b.  November  24, 
1838. 

Ida  D,9  b.  August  12,  1858,  m.  April  9,  1874. 

Warren  F.  Severance,8  (Leonard,7  Zenas,6  Matthew,5 
Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  December  2,  1840, 
m.  August  20,  1861,  Ancy  C.  Dutton,  b.  September 
10,  1841. 

Elsie  C.9  b.  September  4,  1865. 

Joseph  W.9  b.  June  24,  1867. 

William  S.9  b.  July  29,  1869. 

Derrick  D.9  b.  April  13,  1871. 

Leonard    S.9   b.    February   8,    1873,   d.    September  3, 

1874. 
Lemira  D.9  b.  April  24,  1875. 

(79)  Henry  C.  Severance,8  (Curtis,7  Asaph,6  Matthew,5 
Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John,1)  b.  February  27, 
1841,  m.  October  28,  1863,  Emily  E.  Townshend, 
b.  December  25,  1840. 


Chicago,  III. 


57  Frederic  A.9  b.  August  2,  1864. 


72  SEVERANCE    GENEALOGY. 

(82)  Elmer  D.  Severance,8  (Luther  N.7  Asaph,6  Matthew,5 
Joseph,*  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  May  12,  1849,  m. 
October  30,  1879,  Alice  Lester. 

Miller's  Falls,  Mass. 

(86)  Walter  L.  Severance,8  (Luther  N.7  Asaph,6  Matthew,5 
Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  December  25, 
1857,  m.  November  4,  1879,  Carrie  Briggs,  d.  May 
6,  1885. 

WlLLIAMSTOWN,  MASS. 

58  Marion,9  b.  April  23,  1880. 

(90)  Winthrop  G.  Severance,8  (Martin  J.7  Asa,6  Martin,5 

Martin,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  May  2,  1859,  m. 

August  20,  1890,  Nettie  Watkins. 

Mankato,  Minn. 

(100)  Clayton  F.  Severance,8  (John  F.7  Fairfield,6  Selah,5 
Martin,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  December  8,  1859, 
m.  October  8,  1884,  Amelia  Koouny. 

Shelburn  Falls,  Mass. 

(110)  Seth  Severance,8  (Joseph  A.7  Seth,6  David,5  John,4 
Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  February  10,  1851,  m.  July 
22,  1875,  Ella  Steele,  dau.  of  Edwin  and  Caroline 
(Stewart)  Steele,  b.  May  11,  1852,  Edgewood,  Iowa. 

Manchester,  Iowa. 

59  George  W.9  b.  February  6,  1876. 

60  Eva,9  b.  April  7,  1878. 

61  Jessie  R.9  b.  February  14,  1880. 

(120)  John  Severance,8   (James  T.7  Jonathan,6  Jonathan,5 

Jonathan,4    Joseph,3    John,2    John1)    b.     August    9, 
1859,  m.  January  29,  1885,  Jennie  Markham. 

Belfast,  Allegany  Co.,  N.  Y. 

(121)  Willard  L.  Severance,8  (James  T.7  Jonathan,6  Jona- 

than,5 Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  Septem- 
ber 1,  1862,  m.  December  25,  1881,  Mary  Shank. 

Belfast,  Allegany  Co.,  N.  Y. 

62  Lizzie  Belle,9  b.  May  14,  1883. 

(131)  George  L.  Severance,8  (Calvin,7  John,6  Jonathan, 
Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  March  14,  1850, 
m.  February  22,  1872,  Lucy  E.  Stillman. 
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(149)  Solon   L.   Severance,8   (Solomon   L.7   Robert    B.6 

Solomon,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  Sep- 
tember  8,    1834,   m.    October   10,    1860,   Emily    C. 

Allen,  b.  June  9,  1840. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

63  Julia  Walworth,9  b.  November  23,  1862,  m.  December 
1,  1891, 'Dr.  Benj.  L.  Millikin. 

S^SS?'*    f  ^  March  12,  1865. 

66  Paul  Frame,9  b.  December  18,  1871,  d.  July  27,  1872. 

(150)  Louis    H.    Severance,8    (Solomon   L.7   Robert   B.6 

Solomon,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John,1)  b. 
August  1,  1838,  m.  August  13,  1862,  Fannie  B. 
Benedict,  b.  August  14,  1839,  d.  August  1,  1874. 

Cleveland,  Ohio, 

67  John  Long,9  b.  May  8,  1863. 

68  Bessie  Lill,9  b.  November  16,  1865,  m.  August  1,  1892, 

Dr.  D.  J.  Allen,  b.  25,  1865. 

69  Annie  Belle,9  b.  April  24,  1868. 

70  Robert  Bruce,9  b.   April  28,  1872,  d.  July  29,   follow- 

ing. 

(154)  Mark  S.  Severance,8  (Theodore  C.7  Robert  Bruce,6 

Solomon,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  Octo- 
ber 28,  1846,  m.  November  1,  1879,  Annie  Critten- 
den, b.  August  26,  1859. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

71  Hattie  Ivison,9  b.  September  8,  1884. 

(155)  Pierre  C.  Severance,8  (Theodore  C7  Robert  B.6 

Solomon,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  Sep- 
tember 16,  1849,  m.  May  9,  1883,  Isabel  M.  Rotch. 

Boston,  Mass. 

72  Emily  Rotch,9  b.  October  11,  1884.    ■ 

73  William  Morgan,9  b.  October  17,  1886. 

(158)  Oliver  C.  Severance,8  (Otis  C.7  Otis,6  Solomon,5 
Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  October  24, 
1842,  m.  February  18,  1863,  Mary  Harding,  b.  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1843,  d.  February  22,  1864;  m.  March  16, 

1865,  Sarah  C  Bell. 

Clifford,  Pa. 
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74  Lyman  Cathestes,9  b.  November  9,  1866. 

75  Kirk  Eugene,9  b.  November  29,  1869. 

76  Arthur,9  b.  March  9,  1864. 

77  Eleanor  May,9  b.  October  28,  1877. 

78  Martin  Oliver,9  b.   December  28,   1880,   d.   September 

19,  1881. 

(159)  Otis  C.  Severance,8  (Otis  C.7  Otis,6  Solomon,5  Jona- 

than,4 Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.    October  25,  1845, 
m.   March  17,   1867,   Carrie  Celestia  Wetherby,  b. 

April  21,  1848. 

Lenox,  Pa. 

79  Burton  Cordenio,9  b.  February  8,  1870. 

80  Addie  Alverna,9  b.  January  11,  1880. 

(160)  Eugene  K.  Severance,8  (Otis  C.7  Otis,6  Solomon,5 

Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  March  31,  1848, 
m.  December  15,  1869,  Sarah  Ann  Miller. 

Lenox,  Pa. 

81  Ella  May,9  b.  August  18,  1871. 

(162)  Oscar  A.  Severance,8  (Otis  C.7  Otis,6  Solomon,5 
Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  May  24,  1854, 
m.  July  3,  1874,  Matilda  Bennett. 

Lenox,  Pa* 

82  Worden  Oscar,9  b.  December  1,  1875. 

83  Viola  Emeline,9  b.   July  21,   1877,   d.   November  25, 

1879. 

84  Walter  Henry,9  b.  August  15,  1880,  d.  September  27, 

1884. 


NINTH  GENERATION   OF  PARENTS  —  TENTH 
GENERATION  OF  CHILDREN. 

(7)  Junius  E.  Severance,9  (Oliver,8  Ebenezer,7  Samuel,6 

Ebecezer,5  Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3   John,2   John1)   b. 

September  7,  1851,  m.  November  18,  1873,  Dora  D. 

Biggart. 

Middlebury,  Vt. 
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Was  superintendent  of  Barcelona  Silver  Mine  in  Nevada,  which 
position  he  resigned  and  engaged  in  a  quartz  mill  in  Candelaria, 
Nev. 

(8)  Charles  C.  Severance,9  (Oliver,8  Ebenezer,7  Samuel,6 
Ebenezer,5  Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1)  b. 
September  17,  1853,  m.  July  4,  1879,  Ida  L.  Lati- 
mer, d.  ,  1891. 

MlDDLEBURY,  Vt. 

Guy  Carlton,10  b.  May  9,  1880. 

(12)  Frank  O.  Severance,9  (Oliver,8  Ebenezer,7  Samuel,6 
Ebenezer,5  Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John,1)  b. 
August  28,  1864,  m.  June  28,  1887,  Carrie  L.  Tyrel. 

Burlington,  Vt. 

(14)  Claude  M.  Severance,9  (Milton  L.8  Ebenezer,7  Sam- 
uel,6 Ebenezer,5  Ebenezer,4  Ebenezer,3  John,2  John1) 
b.  November  3,  1861,  m.  July  12,  1892,  Almona 
Gill,  b.  at  Monroeville,  Ohio. 

Tsu-Japan. 

He  graduated  at  Middlebury  College,  class  of  1883;  taught 
school  two  years.  In  1885  he  went  to  Germany,  studied  one  year; 
accepted  a  professorship  in  Oahu  College  at  Honolulu;  graduated  in 
1890  from  Yale  Theological  Seminary;  was  ordained  at  Newton, 
Mass.,  and  sailed  for  Japan  under  the  auspeces  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M. 
She  graduated  at  Cooper  Institute,  N.  Y.;  taught  two  years  in  Ober- 
lin,  O.  In  1887  went  as  missionary  for  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  They 
now  take  charge  of  the  work  at  Tsu. 

(24)  Horace W.  Severance,9  (Samuel O.8 Cyrus,7 Matthew,6 

Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  May 
13,  1844,  m.  December  22,  1869,  Eleanor  Ballantine, 
b.  July  28,  1848. 

SCOTTSVILLE,  N.  Y. 

(25)  Homer  R.  Severance,9  (Samuel  O.8  Cyrus,7  Matthew,6 

Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  June 
15,  1846,  m.  February  6,  1873,  Jeanette  D.  Warren. 

SCOTTSVILLE,  N.  Y. 

(29)  William  L.  Severance,9  (William  S.8  Chester,7 
Matthew,6  Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1) 
b.  September  17,  1858. 
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Fayette  G.  Severance,9  (Anthony  P.8  Cyrus,7 
Matthew,6  Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1) 
b.  January  4,  1857,  m.  January  24,  1876,  Anna 
Bonnett. 

Anna  Maud,10  b.  . 

Cyrus  William,10  b. . 

Fayette  Bonnett,10  b.  . 

Edna  Frances  10  b.  . 


Charles  N.  Severance,9  (Anthony  P.8  Cyrus,7 
Matthew,6  Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1) 
b.  October  25,  1852,  m.  August  7,  1884,  Gertrude 
A.  Calkins,  dau.  of  Jesse  W.  and  Lydia  A.  Calkins. 

Gertrude  Jean,10  b.  August  23,  1886. 

Ruth,10  b.  January  1,  1889. 

Frank  B. Severance,9  (Anthony  P.8  Cyrus,7  Matthew,6 
Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  July 
3,  1850,  m.  August  4,  1890,  Charlotte  Loretta  Scott, 
d.  May  1,  1892. 

Born  in  Bridgewater,  N.  Y.,  1863;  graduated  from  Houghton 
Seminary  in  the  class  of  1886;  taught  in  the  Delaware  Literary  In- 
stitute at  Franklin,  N.  Y.  She  resigned  her  position  there  and 
accepted  a  call  to  the  Union  School  at  West  Windfield,  N.  Y.,  as 
principal  of  the  Intermediate  Department,  where  she  remained 
until  she  married  Mr.  Frank  B.  Severance  August,  1890,  and  came 
to  Mexico,  N.  Y. 

When  the  Academy  opened  she  entered  the  school  as  one  of  the 
instructors.  She  had  been  in  the  Academy  only  a  few  months  when 
it  became  evident  to  all  that  her  health  was  failing.  The  entreaties 
of  husband  and  friends  induced  her  to  seek  rest  from  the  cares  of 
the  school  room,  but  to  no  purpose.  She  peacefully  breathed  out 
her  life  in  the  month  of  April,  1891.  "  She  being  dead  yet  speaketh." 

Cyrus  J.  Severance,9  (Anthony  P.8  Cyrus,7  Matthew,6 
Matthew,5  Joseph,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b.  July 
15,  1863,  m.  February  11,  1883,  Hattie  E.  Davis. 

(63)  John  L.  Severance,9  (Louis  H.8  Solomon  L.7  Robert 
B.6  Solomon,5  Jonathan,4  Joseph,3  John,2  John1)  b. 
May  8,  1863,  m.  November  3,  1891,  Bessie  Hunting- 
ton DeWitt. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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PREFACE. 


" inquire,  I  pray  thee,  of  the  former  age,  and  prepare  thyself  to  the  search 

of  their  fathers.  "—Job  8:  8. 

"  Remember  the  days  of  old,  consider  the  years  of  many  generations :  ask  thy 
father,  he  will  shew  thee ;  thy  elders,  and  they  will  tell  thee."— Deut.  32  :  7. 

IT  is  now  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  the  compilation  of 
this  work  was  commenced  in  good  earnest,  with  a  determined  pur- 
L'  pose  to  carry  it  through  if  life  was  spared  sufficiently  long.  What 
led  up  to  this  work  indirectly  was  what  my  Uncle  Martin  was  wont  to 
tell  me  about  my  Grandfather  Martin,  in  which  I  became  most  deeply 
interested,  but  never  satisfied  ;  the  fact  was  always  in  mind  :  "  more  to 
learn,"  and  the  more  I  learned  only  intensified  my  desire  to  learn  more; 
but  how  to  accomplish  this  I  did  not  know.  My  uncle  was  not  able,  or 
did  not  pilot  me  on  my  way  any  farther  back  on  the  Genealogical  line 
than  his  own  father,  my  Grandfather  Martin.  Availing  myself  of  all  that 
he  could  furnish  me,  I  began  a  systematic,  careful  study  of  his  life,  using 
every  facility  afforded  ;  progress  was  slow,  but  progress  was  made,  and  in 
proportion  to  the  progress  made  was  the  desire  intensified  to  have  as  com- 
plete a  history  of  the  name  and  race  as  time,  study  and  research  could 
compile.  Having  reached  this  point,  the  work  was  systematically  begun. 
The  origin  of  the  name  was  made  a  careful  study  for  years  No  pains 
were  spared  on  the  work.  Libraries  were  searched  ;  prominent  and  dis- 
tinguished men  and  scholars  were  employed  in  the  translation  of  German 
and  French  history  of  the  name,  whose  ability  is  beyond  dispute.  The 
name  was  traced  into  Germany,  France,  Denmark,  England  and 
America. 

We  find  John  Severans  in  Ipswich,  England,  in  1634,  where  he  mar- 
ried Abigail  Kimball,  the  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ursula  (Scott)  Kim- 
ball, who  sailed  in  the  ship  "  Elizabeth  "  with  their  family  on  that  date 
for  New  England.  John  and  wife  follow  later.  We  find  them  in  Boston 
in  1637,  but  soon  after  in  Salisbury — one  of  the  very  first  settlers  there. 
At  this  point  the  study  of  his  colonial  life  began.  Early  records  were 
carefully,  qritically  and  extensively  examined  by  those  skilled  in  genea- 
logical research,  whose  efforts  were  satisfactorily  successful.  His  man- 
ner of  life,  his  occupation,  his  standing  among  his  fellows  in  the  planta- 
tion, were  all  made  a  careful  study,  that  the  history  of  his  life  might  be 
as  complete  as  possible.  Having  reached  this  point  in  our  research  and 
study,  our  work  practically  stopped  with  the  record  of  his  family. 

The  next  step  taken  was  to  issue  blanks  to  be  filled  up  with  family 
records  which  were  sent  abroad  on  their  mission.      These  brought  in  the 
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records  of  the  families,  oftentimes  running  back  as  far  as  great  grand 
father.  These  blanks  served  the  purpose  of  insuring  correctness,  being 
copies  of  the  original  family  record,  and  in  so  far  as  these  returns  are 
correct,  just  so  far  the  book  will  be  found  correct  and  beyond  cavil ;  but 
if  errors  are  found  they  must  be  chargeable  to  the  family  record,  not  the 
compiler,  for  the  book  is  a  true  copy  of  the  records  sent  in. 

The  space  left  to  be  bridged  between  the  family  records  sent  to  the 
compiler  and  the  family  of  John  Severans,  Sr.,  proved  by  far  the  most 
difficult  and  arduous  work  of  all  ;  for  this  state,  county  and  town  records 
were  called  into  requisition  ;  church  and  society  records  invoked,  and 
even  cemeteries  have  not  been  silent,  having  donated  their  records  of  the 
sleeping  dust. 

The  amount  of  time  and  labor  given  to  the  work  of  compilation  can- 
not be  estimated.  More  than  1500  letters  of  inquiry  were  written  and 
sent  out,  and  probably  a  like  or  greater  number  received,  the  contents  of 
which  were  carefully  noted  and  duly  arranged,  and  the  letters  filed  for  re- 
ference, and  so  the  work  went  on,  having  in  exercise  all  the  while  especial 
care  that  every  name  and  date  was  correct.  One  of  the  chief  difficulties 
here  met  with  was  careless  writing — words  utterly  impossible  to  decipher 
satisfactorily ;  without  doubt  some  errors  have  crept  in  through  this 
means,  wholly  unavoidable.  Let  an  especial  note  be  made  of  this  fact  by 
all  those  who  may  chance  to  make  such  a  discovery,  and  then  asK  them- 
selves,   "  Is  it  I  ?" 

The  question  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  some,  "  Does  such  a  work 
pay?"  If  so,  we  ask  what  does  any  one  live  for,  or  desire  to  live,  unless 
it  be  to  leave  a  name  and  memory  that  shall  be  handed  down  as  a  precious 
legacy  to  generations  that  shall  come  after  him?  To  die  and  be  forgotten 
is  most  deplorable  ;  names  may  be  cherished  and  loved  for  generations, 
but  deeds,  however  good,  are  lost  sooner  or  later,  unless  they  are  made  to 
live  on  the  lettered  page.  Tradition  soon  becomes  unreliable  and  uncer- 
tain, and  in  consequence  multiplied  deeds  of  a  noble  life  pass  into  oblivion 
as  a  result. 

It  becomes  a  matter  for  especial  congratulation  that  not  a  single 
name  has  been  found  in  the  long  line  of  250  years  who  has  been  an  in- 
mate of  the  penitentiary  ;  a  single  instance  of  one  who  was  intemperate 
and  abused  his  family  ;  very  few  who  ever  indulged  in  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors.  As  a  general  thing  they  have  been  professors  of  religion 
and  active  members  of  some  protestant  church.  Not  one  who  has  hot 
had  a  fair  business  education  in  his  day  has  been  found.  The  name  has 
represented  all  the  different  professions  to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  All 
the  varied  offices  from  the  U.  S.  Senate  down  through  State  and  town 
have  been  so  represented  from  the  first  to  the  last,  but  by  no  means  least. 
There  has  not  been  a  conflict,  during  the  Colonial,  Constitutional  or 
Revolutionary  periods  of  the  country's  existence,  in  which  more  or  less 
of  the  name  have  not  been  engaged,  especially  so  during  the  Revolutiona- 
ry and  every  war  since,  save   the   Mexican,    in   which  it  is  not  known  as 
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there  was  one.     In  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  it  had  its  full  quota  of  rep- 
resentatives in  the  ranks,  but  not  a  "copperhead"  to  be  found. 

The  study  of  genealogy  has  important  scientific  and  moral  uses.  It 
summons  the  Past  to  interpret  the  lives- of  men  with  respect  to  physical, 
mental  and  moral  character.  It  shows  how  the  Past  has  poured  itself 
into  our  Present  life.  It  embalms  in  the  memory  of  the  living  the  lessons, 
examples  and  obligations  of  an  honorable  lineage,  and  places  before  us 
an  image  of  our  ancesters,  to  become  an  inspiration  and  benediction  to 
our  own  lives — though  dead,  yet  they  speak.  We  would  that  this  work 
was  complete  in  all  its  details  ;  but  it  is  not,  though  every  effort  has  been 
put  forth  to  make  it  so  ;  but  such  as  it  is,  it  is  now  sent  out  as  a  memorial 
of  the  lives  and  virtues  of  our  ancestors  and  kindred,  which,  while  it  may 
be  no  mean  offering  to  their  worth,  may  also  be  to  the  descendants  full 
of  inspiration  to  piety  and  patriotism  as  they  trace  their  lineage  from  the 
self-sacrificing  founders  of  civilization,  and  the  brave  and  steadfast  de- 
fenders of  freedom  in  this  New  World. 


ABBREVIATIONS. 

b.  for  born.  d.  for  died.  m.  for  married,  unm.  for  unmarried, 
dau.  for  daughter.  Coll.  for  College.  Rep.  for  Representative,  bap. 
for  baptised.     Ch.  for  Church. 


PLAN  AND  ARRANGEMENT. 


A  copious  index  will  indicate  the  page  on  which  any  desired  name 
will  be  found.  The  figure  or  figures  opposite  such  name  will  indicate  the 
page  where  it  will  be  found.  Turn  to  that  page.  We  will  suppose  you 
want  to  find  John  in  the  body  of  the  book.  You  turn  to  the  page  indica- 
cated  in  the  index,  where  John  can  be  found,  and  there  you  find  (4)  John,3 
(James,2  Henry,1)  b.4 — ,  d.  — ,  m.  . — . 

Chil. 

7  Joseph,4  b. 

8  Mary,*  b. 

9  Daniel,4  b. 
10     Sarah,4  b. 

The  (4)  indicates  John's  number  as  a  parent ;  the  3  indicates  his  gen- 
eration. Now  turn  back  to  the  3rd  generation  of  children  and  you  will 
find  4  John,3  as  a  child  among  brothers  and  sisters.  So  in  every  in- 
stance, you  will  go  back  in  like  manner  from  parent  to  child.  Now 
again,  take  for  instance  7  Joseph,4  as  above,  you  want  to  find  him  as  a 
parent.      His  generation  you  see  is  4  ;   you  turn   to  the  4th  generation  of 
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parents  and  5th  generation  of  children  and  you  will  find  (7)  Joseph,4 
John,3  James,'4  Henry,1  b.  — ,  m — .  So  in  every  instance  you  go  for- 
ward from  child  to  parent  in  this  way. 

We  desire  to  make  acknowledgment  of  the  very  general  and  generous 
aid  that  has  been  afforded  us  in  the  compilation  of  this  work  by  all  of 
the  name  throughout  the  country.  The  interest  manifested  has  been 
general  and  untiring,  and  without  which  the  work  could  not  have  been 
produced,  and  for  all  which  we  especially  herewith  desire  to  put  on  re- 
cord our  most  sincere  thanks  to  all.  But  justice  demands  that  we  make 
especial  mention  of  the  aid  and  assistance  of  Dr.  LaGrange  Severance, 
of  Huntington,  Indiana,  T.  Cordenio  Severance,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 
Dr.  Wm.  S.  Severance,  of  Greenfield,  Mass.  and  Mr.  George  A.  Sea- 
verns,  of  Chicago,  Ills.,  without  whose  aid  the  work  would  have  hardly 

appeared. 

JOHN  F.   SEVERANCE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


ORIGIN  OF   NAME. 


CHE  chief  interest  that  centres  in  any  name,  is  its  deri- 
vation and  meaning,  given  probably  from  its  sup- 
posed fitness,  every  one  being  distinguished  from 
his  fellow  by  his  name.  Suffolk  on  Surnames,  page  120, 
says  Severans  is  a  mental  quality  characteristic  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  it  was  applied  :  In  support  of  this  assertion, 
Lower  on  Surnames  gives  numerous  illustrations  as  evi- 
dence, such  as  Esau,  the  hairy ;  Edom,  red  ;  Deborah,  the 
bee  ;  Margarita,  a  pearl  ;  David,  beloved.  Not  unfrequent- 
ly,  however,  great  changes  have  been  made  in  names  by 
corruptions  in  spelling,  written  according  to  the  fancy  of  the 
writer ;  but  through  all  such  corruptions  and  errors,  the 
stem  or  root  of  the  name,  in  its  simple  purity,  is  not,  as  a 
general  thing,  so  far  obliterated  as  to  forbid  tracing  it  back 
to  its  original.  In  the  inquiry  concerning  the  origin  or  de- 
rivation of  our  own  name,  Severance,  we  find  that  however 
many  changes  there  may  have  been  in  its  orthography 
ever  from  first  to  last,  the  stem  or  root  of  the  name  is  one 
and  the  same,  and  that  root  is  Se-ver,  these  two  sylla- 
bles being  the  root  or  stem  of  Severin,  Severinus, 
Severns  and  all  kindred  names  originate  in  the 
Latin,  "  Severus, "  severe,  serious,  chaste,  virtuous,  etc. 
Prof.  E.  F.  L.  Gauss,  Assistant  Librarian  of  Chicago  Pub- 
lic Library,  who  is  acknowledged  as  undisputed  authority 
as  a  German  scholar  in  the  translation  of  German  into  En- 
glish, says:  "the  name  Severins  was  used  by  the  early  Ro- 
mans, and  is  historical.  Later  the  preferred  form  seems  to 
have  been  Severinus,  of  whose  name  there  was  a  saint,  sev- 
eral martyrs,  and  other  historical  personages.    It  is  from  this 
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latter  form  the  modern  name  Severans  or  Severance  is  de- 
rived by  dropping  the  Latin  ending.  This  modern  form 
comes  to  us  through  the  channel  of  the  French."  Of  the 
origin  of  the  name  Severans,  nothing  is  positively  known 
beyond  the  fact,  that  the  father  of  Lucius  Septimus  Severus, 
born,  A.  D.  146,  at  Septis,  an  African  coast  town,  was  a 
Roman  citizen,  that  the  Punic  tongue  was  the  prevalent  lan- 
guage spoken  at  this  time.  Historically  this  was  the  origin 
of  the  name,  but  what  is  back  of  this  remains  to  be  discov- 
ered." (Beater's  Universal  Lexicon,  Vol.  j8,  pp.  666 — 81.) 
He  further  says  "that  the  name  was  prominent  in  Rome  as 
early  as  the  8th  century,  but  we  find  no  evidence  of  its  be- 
ing widespread."  It  seems  to  have  appeared  historically, 
step  by  step  on  its  way  to  our  shores,  leaving  its  footprints 
on  the  sands  of  time  in  its  journeyings.  It  passed  from 
Rome  into  Germany  prior  to  the  12th  century,  as  we  find 
records  of  it  in  the  city  of  Cologne  at  this  early  date.  "At 
the  entrance  to  the  city  we  are  received  by  a  stern  sentinel 
in  the  form  of  Bayen  Tower,  a  square,  turreted  building, 
in  the  Romanesque  style  which  was  erected  in  the  year  1200. 
It  forms  the  beginning  of  the  mediaeval  outer  wall  of  the 
town  which  is  well  preserved.  This  wall  has  very  fine  gate 
towers,  among  which  the  Severins  gate  may  be  particularly 
noticed.  This  gate  opens  upon  Severins  street,  one  of  the 
principal  streets  of  the  city,  at  the  head  of  which  stands  St. 
Severins  Church,  where  Saint  Severins  officiated  as 
Bishop  for  many  years  —  a  learned  and  prominent  divine. 
In  this  church,  the  spot  is  indicated  on  the  flooring  by  some 
inlaid  marbles,  where  Sylvanus  was  murdered,  who  had 
been  elected  from  Cologne,  Emperor  of  Rome.  (Rhine  Il- 
lustrated by  Karl  Steiler,  pp.  17  et  JJO.)  We  also  find  in 
Beater's  Un.  Lex.  Vol.  j8,  p.  667,  Johann  Severans  in  Ger- 
many 1580.  We  find  another  waymark  of  the  name  in  Mar- 
cus Aurelius  Severins,  born  in  Tarsin;  (Colabre)  1589;  died 
in  Naples  "la  peste"  1656,  a  distinguished  physician.  At  the 
age  of  25  years,  he  was  elected  to  the  Chair  of  Anatomy  and 
Medicine  in  the  University  of  Medicine  in  Paris.  So  great 
was  his  popularity  as  an  instructor,  he  was  soon  after  made 
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Surgeon  in  Chief  of  "/a  Hospitale  Incurables.''''  He  wrote 
several  treatises  on  medicine  and  surgery  during  the  latter 
years  of  his  life.  Still  history  leads  us  further  on  our  way 
and  points  to  one,  Pierre  Severinus,  and  says:  "Medicine 
et  ecrivaine  danoise  ne  a  Ripen  dans  le  Danemark  Eu  1540, 
mort  1602.  II  sarreta  a  Paris,  on  il  pret  sou  diplome  se  doc- 
teur  en  1571  et  reviut  en  Danemark,  on  1'  attendait,  le  titre 
de  medicine  du  roi.  Severinus  est  de  tous  les  disciples  de 
P  ecole  de  Paracelsi  dout  il  adopta  le  principes. "  {Grand 
Dictionaire  Universel  xix*  Sielle  pp.  640 — 41.)  "A  Danish 
physician  and  author  born  in  Ripen,  Denmark,  1540, 
died  in  1602.  He  pursued  the  study  of  medicine  in  Paris 
where  he  received  his  diploma  in  1571,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Denmark,  after  which  he  received  the  title  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  king.  He  was  a  disciple  of  the 
school  of  Paracelsis  and  adopted  his  theory  of  practice." 
From  Denmark  history  leads  us  forward  another  step 
into  England  and  makes  record  of  the  name  in  Burke' s 
Landed  Gentry  p.  1247,  and  says  there  are  ancient  and 
broken  records  tracing  the  ancestry  of  the  Severans  of 
Shrawley  to  a  remote  period.  Thomas  Severans,  of  Broad- 
way and  Powick,  County  of  Worcester,  (son  of  John  of 
Shrawley,  living  tempe  Henry  VIII,")  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Nash,  Esq.,  of  Martley,  County  of  Wor- 
cester and  was  succeeded  at  his  death,  1591,  by  his  son  John 
of  Powick,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  Langley, 
of  the  Abbey  of  Shrewsbury,  and  left  at  his  decease,  1660, 
Thomas,  who  died  numarried,  1698 ;  Elizabeth,  who  also 
died  unmarried,  1675.  Mary,  who  married  John  Walsh; 
Catharine,  who  married  John  Moore,  and  John  the  young- 
est of  the  family.  Was  this  John  the  Patriarch  of  the  name 
in  America?  This  is  the  question.  That  he  was,  there  is 
no  positive  proof.  Burke  makes  no  allusion  to  the  date  of 
birth  of  any  of  the  family;  but  according  to  his  record  given 
of  deaths,  John's  grandfather  died  in  1592  and  his  father  in 
1660.  John's  wife,  Abigail  Kimball,  was  18  years  old  in  1634, 
when  her  parents,  with  their  family  left  Ipswich,  England, 
during  the  month  of  April  of  that  year,  as  appears  from  Hut- 
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ton's  List  of  Emigrants  to  America  at  that  time  p.  282;  they 
having  been  married  before  her  parents,  with  their  family, 
sailed.  Allowing  John  to  have  been  25  years  of  age  in  1634, 
when  he  married,  the  date  of  his  birth  must  have  been  1609, 
and  73  years  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1682,  thus  making 
the  age  of  his  father  50  years   at  the  time    of    John's  birth. 

Take  another  view:  Richard  Kimball,  with  his  wife, 
Ursula  (Scott)  Kimball,  at  the  age  of  37  years — says  Hutton, 
sailed  from  Ipswich,  England,  in  April  1634,  having  taken 
the  oath  of  allegience,  with  the  following  named  family: 
Henry,  age  15;  Richard  n •  Mary  9;  Martha  5;  John  3; 
Thomas  1.  Abigail  was  the  oldest,  and  if  18,  when  mar- 
ried in  1634,  her  father  was  21  at  the  time  of  her  birth,  if 
but  17,  he  was  22  years.  She  certainly  was  not  less  than  17  nor 
more  than  18  when  married,  and  John  probably  not  more 
than  25.  This  plain  statement  does  not  prove  conclusively, 
that  the  patriarch  of  our  name  —  John  —  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Langley)  Severens  of  Powick,  but  it  does  show 
a  very  close  alliance  of  parties  named,  and  a  strong  pre- 
sumptive evidence  that  the  relationship  was  that  of  father 
and  son,  so  nearly  so,  that  we  may  readily  presume  it  to 
have  bee?i  so,  and  take  it  for  granted  that  it  was  so,  without 
cavil. 


HISTORY  OF  COLONIAL  LIFE. 


John  Severans  was  in  Boston  in  1637,  a  freeman,  and  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  in  1640, 
(Boston  Notions,  pp.  60  :  List  of  citizens  of  Boston  for  the 
26  earliest  years,  between  1630  to  1656).  The  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  was  organized  the  1st  Monday  in  June, 
1638,  and  John  an  enrolled  member.  {Hist.  An.  and  Hon. 
Arty.,  p.  123.)  According  to  this  record  he  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1637,  in  Boston,  and  not  in  Salisbury,  as  has 
been  claimed,  and  that  he  resided  there.  He  probably  re- 
sided with  his  wife's  maternal  uncle,  Robert  Scott — "a  mer- 
chant, who  owned  a  house  and  garden  on  Washington  street, 
with  an  orchard  extending  to  the  Common."  The  planta- 
tion at  Merrimack,  Salisbury,  was  begun  early  in  1638,  but 
the  grant  was  not  obtained  from  the  General  Court  until 
September  of  that  year.  The  petition  for  this  grant  was 
made  by  12  men,  only  2  of  whom  ever  lived  there.  This 
petition  included  what  is  now  South  Hampton,  a  portion  of 
Kingston,  Plaistow,  Newton,  Seabrook,  Hampstead  and 
Amesbury.  The  Company  was  allowed  "to  begin  a  plan- 
tation at  Merrimack  and  shall  have  liberty  to  associate  to 
them  such  others  as  they  can  agree  upon  and  if  any  differ- 
ence fall  out  among  the  planters  aboute  the  seate  of  their 
Towne  of  receiving  of  other  associats  or  alotment  of  lands, 
then  this  Court  or  the  Counsell  shall  set  order  in  it." 

This  was  the  first  attempt  at  settlement  north  of  Merri- 
mack. At  the  first  meeting  only  six  persons  were  present, 
"two  divisions  of  meddow  was  ordered — one  nearer — the 
other  further.  3  month,  1639."  These  six  were  the  half  of 
those  to  whom  the  grant  was  given,  but  how  many  in  the 
meanwhile  had  been  associated  with  them  is  not  known.  It 
seems,  however,  that  at  this  time  a  meeting  was   called   for 
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September  4,  1639,  for  locating  the  town.  Salisbury  was 
the  favored  spot,  and  was  so  decided.  General  Court  gave 
the  plantation  first  known  as  Merrimack,  the  name  of  Col- 
chester, but  this  was  changed  by  the  same  Court  October 
7,  1640,  to  "  Salisbury. "  After  the  location  was  made  and 
decided  upon,  the  roads  were  laid  out,  and  house  Lotts  loca- 
ted as  designated  and  shown  by  the  accompanying  map,  of 
which  the  following  is  the  record:  "  The  following  are  the 
names  of  those  yt  have  Lotts  and  proportions  granted  pr  the 
Towne  of  Colchester  in  the  first  division."  (Here  follows 
thirty-seven  names,  and  among  them  is  that  of  John  Sever- 
ans.)  "This  a  true  coppie  of  the  original  list  taken  out  of 
the  Old  Book  of  Records  for  Salisbury." 

Attest:     Tho.    Bradbury,   rec. 
A  true  coppie.      Attest:     Edward  Ransom,    Sec. 

In  the  above  noted  list  the  name  of  John  Severans  ap- 
pears for  the  first  time  in  Salisbury,  3  month,   1639. 

This  must  have  been  late  in  the  season  of  1639,  so  late 
that  very  little  if  any  work  could  be  done,  probably  not  any, 
before  the  spring  of  1640.  At  the  last  meeting  held  in  1639 
we  find  the  following  record: 

29th,    10th   mo.    1639 

"According  unto  ye  single  division  of  ye  Towne  of 
Salisbury  ther  was  granted  unto  John  Severans  one  acre 
more  or  less  for  a  house  Lott  Lying  between  the  house  Lotts 
of  Isaac  Buswell  and  Willie  Sargent.  Also  ther  was  grant- 
ed him  two  acres  more  or  less  for  hismeddow  Lott  lying  be- 
tween the  Lotts  of  Phillip  Challice  and  John  Bagley  Sr  but- 
ting upon  John  Hodges  house  Lott.  Also  ther  was  granted 
unto  him  fower  Acres  more  or  less  for  a  planting  Lott  lying 
at  the  south  end  of  ye  Lotts  of  Thomas  Macey,  John  Stevens 
and  Luke  Heard. 

10.    mo   1639 

Att  a  general  meeting  of  ye  ffreemen  ther  was  granted 
unto  John  Severans  a  piece  of  ground  unto  his  house  Lott 
lying  on  ye  west  side  of  Isack  BuswelPs  house  Lott. 

28.    8th   mo.    1640 

"Att  a  gen1  metting  of   ye   ffreemen    ther   was   granted 


HISTORY    OF     COLONIAL    LIFE.  12 

unto  John  Severans  3  Acres  more  or  less  of  meddow  land  by 
ye  point  of  rocks  agt  the  fferie." 

Ye  7th  9  mo.  1640.  Att  a  general  meeting  of  ye 
ffreemen  ther  was  granted  unto  John  Severans  20:  Acres  of 
upland  to  be  layed  out  on  ye  west  side  of  the  Powwaus 
(Powanus)  river,  Also  ther  was  granted  unto  John  Severans 
a  p  cell  of  Sault  Marsh  in  lieu  of  a  p  cell  of  meddow  of  his 
wch  the  Towne  allowed  to  Phillip  Challice,  the  aforesayed 
p  cell  of  meddow  containing  pr  estimation  two  acres  more  or 
less,  lying  aboute  a  burchin  Island  in  the  hoghouse  med- 
dowes  incompossed  wth  creeks  &  pt  of  comon  meddow. 
Whereas  ther  was  twenty  Acres  twice  before  mentioned,  it 
is  found  by  examination  that  ther  was  only  20  granted  unto 
him,  the  other  was  a  mistake  in  recording.  All  ye  above 
sayed  grants  were  confirmed  by  Mr  Christopher  Batt  & 
Isack  Buswell  according  to  a  Towne  order  p  vided  in  that 
behalfe." 

It  seems  to  be  fully  settled  that  he  built  his  home  in 
Salisbury  early  in  1640  and  moved  his  family  from  Boston. 

-THE  PLANTATION." 

The  territory  emi d  in  this  grant   was   at   this    time 

an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  A  historian  who  wrote 
about  1700  says:  -When  the  English  first  landed  on  the 
coast,  the  country  looked  like  one  vast  wood,  the  Indians 
having  only  cleared  here  and  there  a  small  patch  of  ground 
for  planting  corn;  but  upon  a  narrower  survey  they  found 
every  three  or  four  miles  a  fruitful  valley  with  a  clear,  fresh 
rivulet  or  brook  running  through  it,  and  these  were  sur- 
rounded with- vast  woody  hills."  Dismal  and  gloomy  musr 
have  been  the  outlook,  as  approaching  night  settled  ovet 
this  wilderness  enshrouding  them  in  the  darkness  of  night. 
True,  there  were  rich  meadow  lands  lying  along  the  shore; 
oysters,  clams  and  fish  were  abundant;  the  woods  were  full 
of  game  of  all  kinds.  Tradition  says,  -that  at  times  geese 
were  so  plenty  as  to  greatly  damage  the  hay  crop."  But 
withal,  there  was  a  large  marsh    near  at    hand     which    was 
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available  as  feeding  ground  for  their  flocks  and  herds.  There 
may  have  been  other  inducements  for  the  settlement  of  Sal- 
isbury, but  if  so,  they  are  not  known.  This  was  the  first 
attempt  of  permanent  settlement  north  of  the  Merrimack  in 
Salisbury,  save  a  single  exception  of  one  who  built  his  log- 
house  a  little  earlier  in  this  gloomy  wilderness.  Such  was 
Salisbury  in  1640. 


THE  MAN. 

"22,  6th  mo,  1642.  John  Severans  with  six  others 
was  appointed  Prudential  man  to  manage  the  affaires  of  ye 
plantation  and  continued  in  said  office  for  two  years." 

"Jan  6,  1645.  He  with  two  assistants  was  appointed 
to  lay  out  a  road  to  Little  river  5  rods  broad."  This  was 
the  road  which  branches  from  the  old  road  and  leads  to  the 
large  brook  (Little  river)  at  Salisbury. 

"  May  27,  1645.  He  was  appointed  surveyor,  with 
power  to  demand  helpe  towards  ye  making  and  repairing 
of  ways." 

"Dec  21,  1647.  He  sold  to  Thomas  Bradbury  his 
new  and  old  house  &  house  lot  on  both  sides  of  ye  street  on 
N.  W.  side  of  the  road  running  into  the  great  swamp,  ye 
middle  of  it."  It  was  at  this  time  he  opened  the  "Ordina- 
ry" for  the  accommodation  of  the  General  Court,  agreea- 
ble to  the  appointment  thereto  by  said  Court,  and  was  af- 
terwards known  as  a  "victualler  and  vinter. " 

"At  a  general  meeting  of  ye  ffreemen  of  ye  plantation 
he  with  3  others  were  fined  i2d  a  piece  for  disorderly  talk- 
ing in  the  meeting." 

It  was  evidently  a  marked  characteristic  of  these  early 
settlers  to  speak  their  minds  freely  whenever  occasion  af- 
forded ;  but  what  raised  this  spirited  discussion  is  not 
known,  as  there  seems  to  have  been  but  two  subjects  under 
consideration,  "the  Hampton  line  and  the  disposal  of  the 
fferrie." 

"Jan  20,  1652.  Ordered  that  the  old  meetinghouse 
shall  be  repaired  wth   an  addition  of  a  new  frame  of   twelve 
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foot,  &  it  is  left  for  John  Severans  &  Edward  French  to 
agree  wth  any  carpenters  &  joyners  for  the  speedy  finishing 
of  the  same  wth  convenient  seates  and  wt  else  is  needed  to 
ye  sayed  house." 

1663  September  igth.  A  highway  was  ordered  begin- 
ning at  the  north  eng  of  John  Severans  lot. 

1664.  A  meeting  was  held — John  Severans — mode- 
rator. 

1672.  Christopher  Guild  sold  unto  Jon  Severans  Sen. 
of  the  town — a  bright  bay  stone  horse  with  a  black  maine 
and  tayle,  a  white  blaze  down  ye  forehead — about  fower 
years  old. 

From  these  few  brief  records  it  will  be  seen  that  he 
was,  very  soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  plantation  at  Sal- 
isbury, appointed  "  Prudential  man,"  (which  orifice  answers 
to  that  of  Selectman  and  Supervisor  now,)  and  that  he  was 
cantinued  in  that  office  much  of  the  time.  He  was  often 
put  in  charge  of  public  trusts  of  various  kinds,  of  which 
there  can  be  no  better  evidence  of  a  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  so  imposed  upon  him  ;  all  of  which  proves  that  he 
was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  especially  fitted  for  the 
various  trusts  placed  in  his  hands. 

Of  his  church  relations  there  is  no  record,  as  all  the 
records  of  the  Congl.  Ch.  at  Salisbury,  organized  in  1639, 
up  to  1687 — five  years  after  his  death — are  lost;  but  from 
what  is  known  of  both  himself  and  wife,  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
they  were  among  the  number  included  in  the  list  of  mem- 
bership constituting  the  first  organization  of  the  Church. 
One  fact  seems  worthy  of  notice  here  which  indicates  his 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  church,  viz:  In  1643  he  is- 
sued an  order  as  "Prudential  man"  "that  the  military 
officrs  in  every  Towne  shall  appoint  what  arms  to  be  brought 
to  the  meeting  houses  on  the  Lord's  day  &  to  take  orders  at 
farmes  &  houses  remote  that  amunition  bee  safely  disposed 
of,  so   that    an    enemy    may  not  possess  himself  of    them." 

Little  do  we  or  can  we  know  of  the  trials  and  privations 
of  those  early  days,    requiring   of  every   one  an   unceasing 
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personal  courage  and  self-reliance,  while  everywhere  expos- 
ed to  the  wily  foe.  not  less  on  the  Sabbath  than  on  any  and 
every  day.  From  all  of  which  we  are  able  to  see  what  our 
representative  head,  standing  in  his  place,  with  others,  en- 
during trials  and  privations  of  which  we  can  form  no  con- 
ception, in  laying  the  foundation  of  our  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  all  of  which  has  come  down  to  us,  even  to  the  ioth 
generation,  as  a  precious  legacy. 

He  and  his  wife  sleep  in  the  old  burying  ground  at  East 
Salisbury  ;  no  stone  marks  the  spot  ;  if  there  ever  was  one, 
time  has  done  its  effective  work,  leaving  no  trace  behind: 
but  their  name  and  "works  do  follow  them/' 


HIS  LAST  WILL 


In  the  name  of  God  Amen  the  7th  day  of  Aprill  An  : 
Dom  :  1682  I  John  Severans  of  the  towne  of  Salisbury 
Massachusetts  Colloney  in  New  England  being  weak  in 
body  but  of  sound  &  perfect  memory  (prayse  be  given  to 
god  for  ve  same)  &  being  desierous  to  settle  things  in  order  : 
do  make  this  my  last  will  cY.  Testament  in  manner  and  forme 
following  viz 

First  &  princypally  I  commend  my  soule  to  Almighty 
God  my  Creator  Assuredly  believing  that  I  shall  receive  full 
pardon  &  free  remission  of  my  sins  and  be  saved  by  ye  pre- 
sious  death  and  meritts  of  my  blessed  Savior  and  Redeemer 
Christ  Jesus  &  and  my  bod}7  to  ye  earth  from  whence  it  was 
taken  to  be  buried  in  such  decent  &  christian  manner  as  to 
my  Executor  hereafter  named  shall  be  thought  meet  &  con- 
venient. And  as  touching  such  worldly  estate  as  ye  lord  in 
mercy  hath  lent  me  :  my  will  &  meaning  is  ye  same  shall  be 
imployed  &  bestowed  :  as  hereafter  by  this  my  will  is  ex- 
pressed :  And  first  I  do  renounce  frustrate  &  make  voyd  all 
wills  by  me  formerly  made  &  declare  &  appoint  this  my  last 
will  &  testament. 

2nd.      After  my  honest  &just  debts  being  first  payd       I 
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do  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  wel  beloved  wyfe  Susanna  Sev- 
erans  the  one  halfe  :  of  all  my  houshold  goods  throughout  & 
free  liberty  of  halfe  my  dwelling  house  duering  the  time  of 
her  widdowhood  &  that  my  Executor  shall  find  her 
wood  for  tiering  so  long  as  she  shal  be  pleased  to  live  in 
ye  house  :  Also  I  do  give  unto  my  wyfe  :  the  best  bed  :  & 
the  third  best  bed  ;  wth  all  kind  of  furniture  to  the  sd  beds 
belonging  And  one  cow  which  shee  will  :  and  halfe  of  my 
corne  &  other  provisions  :  &  :  ye  best  swine. 

3rd.  I  do  give  to  my  son  John  ten  shillings  :  he  have- 
ing  had  a  portion  all  ready. 

4th.  I  do  give  unto  ye  rest  of  my  Children  five  pounds 
a  peece. 

5th.  I  do  give  unto  my  grandchilde  Jonathan  Church 
2  sheep  &  a  cow. 

Also  .  I  do  give  &  Assigne  over  unto  my  son  in  law 
James  Coffyn  in  consideration  &  for  wine  that  I  formerly  re- 
ceived of  him,  in  the  sumer  1678  or  ther  abouts  all  yt  my 
fower  acres  of  meadow  or  marsh  att  Brushy  I  land  wc  I 
bought  of  Tho:  Polenson  wc  was  originally  the  first  higle 
pigle  lott  of  Josiah  Cobham. 

Lastly.  I  do  appoint  my  loveing  sone  Ephraim  Sever- 
ans  my  lawful  Executor  to  this  my  last  will  and  Testament. 
And  that  my  said  Executor:  shall  have  a  twelve  months 
time  to  pay  the  Legasies  :  given  by  this  my  will:  In  witness 
whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  the  day  &  years 
first  above  written  : 

JOHN  SEVERANS. 

vSigned  &  declared  in  ye  presence  of  us. 

Henry  True. 
Beniamin  Stevens. 
Jerrermi  Ah  Allin. 

This  will  proved  by  the  oaths  of  Henry  True,  Beniamin 
Stevens  and  Jerimiah  Allin  to  be   the    last   will  &  testament 
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of  John  Severans  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  &  know  of 
no  other  &  and  that  he  was  then  of  a  disposing  mind  In 
court  held  at  Ipswich  may  9  1682. 


Essex,   ss. 
A  true  copy. 


Attest.  Robert  Lord  Clerk. 
Probate  Office,  Dec.  15,  1885. 
Attest  :     J.  T.  Mahony,  Reg. 
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Seaverns  Geneal°gical  HistorY- 


FIRST  GENERATION. 

( 1 )     John  Severans,  b.  ;  d.  April  9,  1682  ;  m.  June 

13,    1635,    Abigail    Kimball,    of    Ipswich,    England, 
b.  ;  d.   June  19,  1658.  m.   Oct.  27,  1663,  Mrs. 

Susanna  Ambrose,  Salisbury,  Mass. 

1  Samuel,2  b.  Sept.  19,  1637,  d.  young. 

2  Ebenezer,2  b.  March  7,  1639,  d.  Sept.  1667,  unm. 

3  Abigail,2  b.  Jan.  7,  1641,  d.  same  day. 

4  Abigail,2  b.  May  25,   1643,  m.  Nov.    29,   1664,   John 

Church. 

5  Mary,2   b.    Aug.    5,    1645,   m.   Nov.    3,    1663,    James 

Coffin,  of  Nantucket. 

6  John,2  b.  Nov.  29,  1647. 

7  Joseph,2  b.  Feb.  15,  1650. 

8  Elizabeth,2  b.  April  8,  1652,  d.  1656. 

9  Benjamin,2  b.  January  13,  1654. 

10  Ephraim,2  b.  April  8,  1656. 

11  Elizabeth,2  \  m.  1686,  Samuel 

V  b.  June  17,  1658.  Eastman,  of  Sal- 

12  Adam,2         J  d.  June  23,  fol'ng.  [isbury,  Mass. 

(2)  Ebenezer,2  died  leaving  his  property  by  will  to  John,2  Benja- 
min,2 Ephraim,2  Abigail  and  Mary,  his  brothers  and  sisters.  The  fact 
that  Joseph2  was  not  remembered  in  his  will  is  at  least  presumptive 
evidence  that  he  was  not  a  resident  of  Salisbury  at  the  time  of 
Ebenezer's  death  in  1667. 

John  Church,  Abigail's  husband,  was  taken  captive  by  the  Indians 
in  the  war  of  1689,  and  escaped  a  short  time  after,  but  was  finally 
killed  by  them  near  his  own  house,  May  7,  1696. 

Elizabeth2  m.  Samuel  Eastman,  of  Salisbury,  in  1686.  He  was 
born  Sept.  20, 1637,  and  settled  in  Kingston,  N.  H.  Their  youngest  son 
Thomas,  married  Abigail  French,  and  their  youngest  child,  Abigail, 
born  July  10, 1737,  married  the  Hon.  Ebenezer  Webster,  father  of  the 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster. 
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SECOND    GENERATION. 

(7)  Joseph  Severans,2  (John1)  b.  Feb.  15,  1650,  d.  prob- 
ably about  1676  or  77;  m.  probably  1675,  Elizabeth , 

of  Watertown.  Charlestown,  Mass. 

That  he  settled  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  according  to  the  most 
reliable  records.  No  record  of  his  occupation  has  been  given  be- 
yond that  he  was  engaged  in  general  employment.  The  exact  time 
of  his  death  is  uncertain.  Enough  has  been  found  to  indicate  that 
it  occurred  in  1676  or  1677,  and  certainly  not  later  than  1677,  and 
that  after  his  death  his  widow,  with  their  son  Samuel,  then  an 
infant,  returned  to  the  home  of  her  friends  in  Watertown,  where 
her  son  Samuel  was  baptised.  The  following  is  the  baptismal  rec- 
ord found  in  the  First  Parish  Church,  Watertown,  Mass.:  "I  bap- 
tised Samuel  Severns,  the  widow's  son,  Nov.  28, 1686,  at  the  time  she 
united  with  the  church."  The  baptismal  name  differs  in  its  orthog- 
raphy and  pronunciation  from  his  father,  Severans;  dropping  a 
letter  in  the  original  Severans  would  leave  it  Severns,  which  was  so 
called  and  given  as  the  baptismal  record,  and  as  a  matter  of  record 
remained  so.  He  kept  the  name  as  such  and  so  wrote  it  ever  after, 
having  no  knowledge  of  his  father's  family  or  their  pronunciation 
and  spelling  of  the  name. 

1   Samuel,3  b.  probably  1676  or  1677. 


THIRD    GENERATION. 

(1)  Samuel  Severns,3  (Joseph2  John1)  b.  probably  1676, 
d.  Nov.  10,  1714;  ra.  Dec.  20,  1699,  Rebecca  Stratton,  dau. 
of  John  Stratton,  Watertown,  Mass.  Watertown,  Mass. 

In  the  case  of  the  first  child,  the  record  is  from  the  minutes 
taken  from  the  record  of  the  First  Parish  Church,  Watertown,  Mass. 
"Elizabeth  Severins,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  Severins, 
was  born  October  20,  1700."  The  record  goes  on  until  we  come  to 
Samuel  and  then  another  record  is  made.  "  Samuel  is  recorded 
Saverains  and  the  children  following  are  spelled  similarly."  It  is 
most  likely  that  the  name  Seaverns  comes  from  the  last  pronuncia- 
tion, Saverains,  and  is  taken  at  the  fourth  generation  by  the  indi- 
vidual here  named  and  used  by  him  from  childhood.  In  the  fourth 
generation  the  change  is  made  to  Severance  by  John's  descendants, 
and  to  Seaverns  by  Samuel,  and  the  descendants  of  each  have 
continued  this  form  of  spelling  to  present  time. 

Samuel's  children. 

1  Elizabeth,4  b.  October  20,  1700,  m.  October  23,  1719, 

Jonas  Warren. 

2  Sarah,4  b.  January  19,  1703. 

3  Samuel,4  b.  July  11,  1706. 

4  Rebecca,4  b.    February  21,    1709,    ra.   May   16,    1730, 

Peter  Hall. 

5  Abigail,4  b.  March  7,  1712. 
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FOURTH  GENERATION. 
(i)     Samuel  Seaverns,4  (Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  July 
ii,  1706,  d.  Dec.  — ,    1788.   m.   Oct.  6,    1731,    Sarah 
Jennison,  dau.  of  Peter  Jennison,    b.  Nov.   13,   171 1, 
of  Sudbury,  Mass.  Watertown,  Mass. 

1  Josiah,5  b.  Aug.   10,  1732,  d.  Aug.  13,  following. 

2  Sarah,'  b.  May  5,  1734,   m.    Oct.    13,    1756,    Nathan 

Jones. 

3  Samuel,5  b.  September  13,  1736. 

4  Eunice,5  b.  April  24,  1739,  d.  July  9,  1740. 

5  Josiah,5  b.  April  12,  1741. 

6  Abigail,5  b.  March  13,  1743,  d.  October  4,  1762. 

7  Elisha,5b.  April  12,  1746. 

8  Joseph,5  b.  January  26,  1749,  d.  September  3,    1750. 

9  Joseph,5  b.  October  7,  1752. 


LAST  WILL  OF  SAMUEL  SEAVERNS. 
in  the  Name  of  God  Aman.  I  Samuel  Seaverns  of 
Weston  in  the  County  of  Middlesix,  yeoman,  Being  Sick 
and  weak  in  Body  But  of  Perfect  mind  and  Memory  thanks 
Begiven  unto  God  :  Calling  unto  mind  the  Mortality  of  my 
Body  and  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  For  all  men  once  to 
Die  Do  Make  and  irdain  this  my  Last  will  and  Testament 
that  is  to  say  Principally,  and  first  of  all,  I  Give  and  Rec- 
ommend My  Soul  into  the  Hand  of  Almighty  God  that  gave 
it  and  My  Body  I  Recommend  to  the  Earth  to  Be  Buried 
in  a  Decent  Christian  Burial  at  the  Direction  of  my  Executor  ; 
Nothing  doubting  But  at  the  General  Resurrection  I  shall 
Receive  the  same  again  by  the  Mighty  Power  of  god  and  as 
Touching  such  Worldly  Estate  Whereunto  it  has  Pleased 
God  to  Blefs  Me  in  this  Life  I  Give  Devise  and  Dispose  of 
the  Same  in  the  following  Manner  and  form.  First,  I  give 
and  Bequeath  to  Sarah  My  Beloved  wife  all  my  Real  aud 
Personal  Estait  to  Be  improved  By  Her  During  Her  Natu- 
ral Life  ;  at  Her  Deceas.  I  Give  and  Bequeath  all  my  Per- 
sonal Estate  unto  my  son  Joseph  his  hairs  or  afsigns  For 
Ever.  I  alfso  g\~ve  unto  My  Daughter  Jones  Six  Pound 
Lawful  Money  to  Be  Paid  unto  Her  By  My  Exceciters  out 
of  My  Real  Estate  at  the  Decease  of  My  Wife,  and  all  the 
Remainder  of  My  Real  Estate  I  give  and  Bequeath  unto  my 


21  SEAVERNS    GENEALOGICAL    HISTORY. 

Sons  viz.  Samuel,  Jofiah,  Elifha  and  Joseph  to  Be  Equally 
Divided  among  them  at  the  Deceas  of  my  wife  Excepting 
Samuel  my  Son  for  whom  I  am  Bound  for  the  Sum  of  Eight 
Pound  Principal  and  Interest,  which  Sum  Be  it  More  or 
Less  to  Be  Paid  by  My  Exceciters  and  the  Same  to  Be 
Deducted  out  of  my  Son  Samuel  Portion. 

My  sons  Elifha  and  Joseph  I  Do  appoint  to  Be  My  Ex- 
ecutors to  this  My  Last  Will  and  Testament  and  Do  utterly 
Disallow,  Revoak  and  Disannul  all  and  every  other  former 
Testament  Wills  and  Executors  By  me  in  any  ways  before 
Named  Willed  and  Bequeathed,  Ratifying  and  Confirming 
this  and  No  other  to  Be  My  Last  Will  and  Testament  in 
Witness  Whear  of  I  have  hereunto  Set  my  Hand  and  Seal 
this  Thirteenth  Day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-Eight. 

SAMUEL  SEAVERNS. 
Sined  Sealed  Published  Pronounced   and    Declared  by 
the  said  Samuel  Seaverns  as  his  Laft   Will   and   Testament 
in  the  Preasants  of  us  who  in  his  Preasantsand  in  the  Preas- 
ants  of  each  other  Hear  unto  Subscribed  our  names. 

Joseph  Taft, 
Phinehus  Jackson, 
Josiah  Stare. 

JOSEPH  SEAVERNS  a  COUNT. 

m 
Dec 

1788.      The  Estate  of  Saml.  Seaverns,  late  of  Weston  Deft 

To  Joseph  Seaverns Dr. 

To   the  Funeral  Expences £  1 — ro— o 

To  the  Coffin o —  9 — o 

To  Diging  the  Grave o —  4 — 6 

To  Nursing  &  att'  in  his  Last  Sickness 1—  0  —  0 

To  2  Jurney  to  Concord  and  Expences o — 12 — o 

To  Josiah  Star  2  Jurnys  to  Concord  as  Wit-  \     

ness  to  the  Will  &  as  a  Bondman \ 

To  Cash  Paid  in  Office o—  8—8-2 

To    time  and    Expences    in     Attending    the  ) 

Comeponcers  in  Aprising   &  Dividing  &  -  o— -18— -o 

setting  off  the  wid  Dower 1 

To  Cash  paid  for  the  oaths  of  the  Aprizens..     o —   1 — -0 

£  5—15—5-2 

To  a  Journey   to  Cambridg   to  Give   Bonds 

for  the  sale  of  the  Real  Estate o —  6 — o 

To  Cash  Paid  for  the  Surveving  of  the  Land     o—  2 — o 
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FIFTH  GENERATION. 

(i)     Sam  Seaverns,5    (Samuel,4    Samuel,3    Joseph,2 

Joh  ,  )  o.  Sept.  13,  1736,  d.  Nov.  27,  1796,  m.  April 
11,  1765,  Lucy  Smith. 

1  Joel,6  b.  Jan.  14,  1766,  d.  Aug.  23  following. 

2  Joel,6  b.  May  22,  1767. 

3  Lucy,6  b.  Jan.    31,    1769,    m.    Jan.    1,    1792,    Rufus 

Bemis. 

4  Nahum,6  b.  November  16,  1770. 

5  Luther,6  b.  July  15,  1773. 

6  Sarah,6  b.  Feb.    2,    1775,    m.    Feb.    9,    1801,    Daniel 

Ayres,  of  Needham. 

7  Elisha,6  b.  November  n,  1776. 

8  Anna,6  b.  July  18,  1778. 
Hepzibah,6  b.  October  15,  1789. 

9  Louisa,6  b.  March  15,  1781,  d.  Feb.  13,  1829. 

10  Samuel,6  b.  August  18,  1782. 

11  Nabby,6  b.  September  15,  1786. 

(2)  Josiah  Seaverns,5  (Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1) 
b.  April  12,  1741,  d.  ,  m.  Feb.  8,  1764,  Ra- 
chel Binney,  dau.  of  Doct.  John  and  Hannah  Bin- 
ney,  of  Weston,  d.  August  — ,  1783. 

Born  in  Weston,  Mass.,  owned  a  farm  of  about  100  acres  in  the  S. 
E.  part  of  the  town,  near  Needham  line.  His  marketing  was  done  in 
Boston,  going  through  Roxbury,  there  being  no  bridge  over  Charles  riv- 
er. Gov.  Hutchinson,  who  lived  in  a  house — still  standing — near  Dud- 
ley, on  Washington  street,  was  a  customer  on  whom  he  frequently  called. 
On  one  occasion  he  was  questioned  concerning  his  politics,  to  which  he 
curtly  replied,  "a  Whig,"  to  which  the  Governor  retorted,  "do  you 
know  the  risk  you  are  running  ?  If  there  is  an  outbreak  against  the 
Government,  you  will  all  be  taken  as  rebels  and  hung."  "Nevermind 
that,"  was  the  reply.  "Let  the  Government  take  us  if  it  can;  we  are 
all  ready  for  the  trial  to  a  man."  He  was  a  vigorous,  aggressive  politi- 
cian, down  on  all  tories  and  papists.  On  the  19th  of  April,  1775  he  went 
into  the  ranks  of  the  Western  militia  to  Concord  and  laid  in  ambush  to 
intercept  the  British  in  their  retreat.  Several  of  the  company  being  kill- 
ed, he  escaped  injury,  but  with  a  conscience  satisfied  that  he  made  many 
good  shots.  He  always  insisted  to  the  day  of  his  death  that  the  fruit 
trees  were  in  blossom  at  that  time,  April  19th,  but  all  subsequent  years 
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have  been  against  the  verification  of  the  assertion  until  1889,  which  has 
verified  it,  making  the  record  good  that  Nature  did  so  display  itself  as 
claimed  by  him.  Another  item.  He  had  a  near  neighbor  by  the  name 
of  Pratt,  whose  wife  had  been  blessed  with  an  heir  in  the  morning.  He 
suggested  that  his  wife  make  them  a  call  in  the  afternoon,  which  was 
done,  and  found  Mrs.  Pratt  up  and  dressed,  making  her  dinner  from  a 
beef-bone  left  from  the  family  dinner  and  the  child  in  a  basket  hanging 
on  the  crane  in  the  fire  place.  Noting  this  characteristic  of  strength — 
"  Strength,"  says  Pratt,  "  my  mother  could  lift  a  barrel  of  cider  from  the 
ground  and  drink  from  the  bung-hole."  But  strength  and  hardihood 
combined  were  nothing  alone  without  the  superstition.  He  was  wont  to 
tell  his  children  about  Pratt's  experiences  in  his  grave,  laconic  way,  one 
of  which  was  that  Pratt  insisted  that  once  when  crossing  the  dismal 
swamp  road  just  at  dark,  when  the  oxen  stopped,  threw  up  their  heads 
and  refused  to  move.  Hearing  a  sound  like  a  furious  wind,  he  looked  up 
and  saw  an  old  woman  riding  on  a  broom  handle  through  the  air  over 
them.  As  soon  as  she  passed,  the  oxen  started  with  their  load  for  home. 
His  children  would  ask  him,  "Father,  do  you  believe  it  ?"  His  repe- 
al ways  was,   "  My  neighbor  is  a  truthful  man." 

12  Abijah,15  b.  April  28,  1765. 

13  Relief,"  b.  March  7,    1767,  m.  Oct.  25,  1784,  Eleazer 

Taft. 

14  Josiah,0  b.  May  27,  1774. 

15  Charles,0  b.  January  2,   1776. 

16  Mary/'  b.  Feb.  23,  1778,  m.  July  19,  1802,  Ebenezer 

Stedman,  of  Newton,  Mass. 

17  Rachel,0  b.    October   14,    1780,    m.    Nov.    28,    1805, 

William  Spring,  of  Roxbury,  Mass. 

18  John,0  b.  August  7,  1783. 

• 

(3)  Elisha  Seaverns,5  (Samuel,4 Samuel,3  Joseph,*  John,1) 
b.  April  12,  1746,  d.  Dec.  19,  1831,  m.  Oct.  24,  1774, 
Elizabeth  Whittemore,  of  Medford,  Mass.,  b.  Aug. 
24,  1750,  d.  Aug.  15,  1830. 

Newton,   Mass. 

Served  on  the  Board  of   Selectmen  in   Newton  3  years. 

19  Patience,6  b.  Aug.  24,  1777,  d.  Jan.   15,  1778. 

20  Patience,0  b.  Aug.  27,  1779,  d.  June  9,    1864,  m.  — , 

1798,  Walter  Ware. 
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(4)  Joseph  Seaverns,5  (Samuel,*  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1) 
b.  Oct.  7,  1762,  d.  April  4,  1833,  m.  May  4,  1774, 
Elizabeth  Stratton,  b.  ,  1757,  d.  Mar.    13,  1835. 

21  Betsey,6  b.  Aug.  9,  1775,  d.  Nov.  21,  1855,  m.  Nov. 
30,  1797,  Arthur  Train. 

22  Eunice,6  b.    July  27,  1777,    m.    Dec.    26,    1797,    Mar- 

shall Spring. 

23  Samuel,6  b.  October  30,  1779. 

24  Grace,6  b.  Dec.  21,  1781,  d.  Oct.  31,  1822,   m.  Nov. 

4,  1805,  Enoch  Fisk,  of  Natick,  Mass. 

25  Sally,6  b.  October  1,  1783. 

26  Charlotte,6  b.    Sept.    9,    1785,    d.    Aug.    8,    1870,    m. 

March  16,  1806,  Peter^Lyon,  of  Natick,  Mass. 

27  Faithful,6  b.    June    28,    1787,    d.    June    17,    1868,    m. 

April  24,  1808,    George   W.    Hoags,    of   New- 
ton, Mass. 

28  Harriet,6  b.  June   21,    1790,    d.    March    4,    1842,    m. 

Feb.   14,  1810,  Samuel  Train,  Jr. 

29  Elmira,6  b.  March  12,   1792,  d.  April  24,  1862. 

30  Joseph,6  b.  April  15,  1796. 

SIXTH  GENERATION. 

(2)     Joel  Seaverns,6  (Samuel,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2 

John,1)  b.  May  22,  1767,  d. ,  m.  October  15, 

1797,  Deborah  Crosby,  b.  Dec  26,  1774,  d.  Sept.  10, 
181 1,  m.  Jan.  20,  1809,  Olive  Draper  Gay,  b.  Sept. 
15,  1786,  d.  August  31,  1833. 

1  Lucy  Smith,7  b.  Aug.  10,  1798,  d.  Jan.  16,  1869,  m. 

Aug.  19,  1 81 7,  Lewis  Keyes. 

2  Joel,7  born  April  18,  1801. 

3  Mary,7  b.  July  10,  1804,  d.  June  18,  1875,  m.  Dec.  1, 

1850,  William  H.  Brown. 

4  Sarah,7  b.  November  14,  1806,  unm. 

5  Samuel,7  b.  April  29,  1812,  d.  July  13,  1848. 

6  Francis,7  b.  March  25,  1814. 

7  Henry,7  b.  May  24,  1815. 

8  Sylvester,7  b.  October  3,  1816. 

9  Olive  Draper,7  b.  November  26,     1819,  m. , 

Charles  Sanborn. 
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(4)  Nahum  Seaverns,6  (Samuel,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Jo- 

seph,2 John,1)  b.  Nov.  16,  1770,  d.  January  8, 
1831,  m.  May  28,  1804,  Rhoda  Hunting,  b. 
April  26,  1780,  d.  Feb,  18,  1863,  dau.  of  Is- 
rael Hunting,  of  Needham,  Mass. 

Brookline,  Mass. 

10  Louisa,7  b.   April  9,  1805,  d.  June  8,  1884,  m.  , 

Josiah  Moore. 

11  Thomas,7  b.  December  20,  1806. 

12  William,7  b.  April  18,  1808,  d.  May  20  following. 

13  Rhoda,7  b.  April  8,  1809,  d.  June   17,    1885,    m.    Jo- 

seph Huff. 

14  Sarah,'  b.  May  27,  181 1,   d.  — ,  m.  — ,  John  Moore. 

15  Luther,7  b.  August  29,  1813. 

16  Nahum,7  b.  September  8,  1815. 

17  Julianna,7  b.  Oct.  28,  1817,  d.  April  29,  1877,  m.  — , 

William  Sargent. 

18  George  W.,7  b.  August  10,  181 9. 

(5)  Luther  Seaverns,6  (Samuel,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Jo- 
seph,'2 John,1)    b.    July    15,    1773,    d.    Aug.    — ,    1825,  m. 

— ,  Mary  Parker. 

19  Mary  Parker,7  b.  Oct.  26,  1803,  d.  Sept.  3,  1839,  m. 

Nov.  30,  1826,  William  Winchester. 

20  Catharine,7  b.  June  5,  1806,  d.  April  1,   1831. 

21  Sarah  Payson,7  b.  May  5,  181 1,  m.  June  1,  1833,  Jo- 

seph Dudley  Gould. 

22  Ann  Augusta,7  b.  April  25,  18 16,  m. ,  William 

Winchester,    2d  wife. 

(7)  Elisha  Seaverns,6  (Samuel,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Jo- 
seph,2 John,1)  b.  Nov.  11,  1776,  d.  Nov.  17, 
1 82 1,  m.  Jan.  1,  1809,  Abigail  Lethbridge,  b. 
March  — ,  1790. 

23  Abigail  Lethbridge,7  b.  Februry  15,    181 1,    m.    Nov. 

24,   1833,  John  Seaver. 

(10)  Samuel  Seaverns,6  (Samuel,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Jo- 
seph,2 John,1)  b.  Aug.  18,  1782,  d.  April  30, 
1810,  m.  Aug.  30,  1806,  Charlotte  Williams, 
b.  July  14,   1786. 
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24  Charlotte  A.7  b.  Dec.  12,  1807,  d.  Oct.  10,  1808. 

25  Samuel,7  b.  May  18,  1810,  d.  April  30,  1817. 

26  Samuel,7  b.  Sept.  13,  181 1,  d.  March  22,  1813. 

(12)  Abijah  Seaverns,6  (Josiah,5  Samuel,*  Samuel,3  Jo- 
seph,2 John,1)  b.  April  28,  1765,  d.  July  29, 
1839,  m.  April  22,  1792,  Susanna  Winchester, 
b.  ,  d.  Oct.  26,  1849. 

27  Lucretia,7  b.  Feb.  16,  1793,  d.  Oct.  12,  1801. 

28  Peris  B.7  b.  Dec.  23,  1794,  d.  Sept.  18,  1804. 

29  Nancy,7  b.  Oct.  1,  1796,  d.  Nov.  27,  1878. 

30  Abijah,7  b.  Nov.  9,  1803. 

31  Caroline,7  b.  Dec.  23,  1806,  d.  Nov.  26,  1878. 

32  Susan  M.7  b.  Jan.  29,  1809,  d.  Sept.  12,  1862. 

33  George  A.7  b.  Nov.  15,  1812. 

(14)  Josiah  Seaverns,6  (Josiah,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Jo- 
seph,2   John,1)    b.  May  27,  1774,    d.  Jan.    20, 

1847,  m. ,  Rebecca  White,    of  Jamaica 

Plain,  b.  Aug.    23,  1780,  d.  Oct.  25,  1863. 

Merrimac,   N.   H. 

Born  in  Weston,  Mass.,  settled  on  a  farm  of  thirty-four  acres  in  Ja- 
maica Plain,  (Roxbury,)  was  an  active  business  man  in  his  younger  days, 
Captain  of  a  Militia  Company  for  several  years,  and  held  other  offices  of 
public  trust.  He  owned  a  tract  of  woodland  which  extended  west  through 
Newton  to  Needham,  on  the  Charles  river.  This  tract  of  woodland,  em- 
bracing sixteen  acres,  was  for  years  the  haunt  and  home  of  pigeons  in 
large  numbers.  He  became  an  expert  in  taking  them  for  marketing.  In 
1816  he  took  over  1,100  dozen  of  them,  which  he  dressed  and  marketed. 
During  this  year  his  father  came  to  live  with  him,  and  proposed  to  do  his 
marketing.  A  large,  roomy  carriage  was  purchased  and  arranged  in  the 
best  possible  manner  for  his  comfort  and  convenience,  and  he  started  out 
with  the  pigeons  tied  up  in  half-dozen  bunches,  with  his  grandson  for  a 
drummer.  This  grandson  (now  living)  recollects  being  sent  to  a  some- 
what pretentious  looking  house  in  Dorchester,  and  on  making  known  his 
business,  the  proprietor  exclaimed  :  ' '  Pigeons  !  if  I  should  begin  to  eat  at 
4  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  eat  until  9  o'clock  at  night  I  should  go  to 
bed  hungry."  When  he  had  a  dull  day  and  was  compelled  to  take  some 
home,  he  would  console  himself  with  telling  the  pigeon  experience  of  his 
father,  who  was  born  in  1706.  He  used  to  market  his  pigeons  in  Boston, 
taking  them  on  horseback  in  panniers.     On  one  occasion,    after  going  all 
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over  town,  making  small  sales,  he  went  to  the  market,  and  tying  his 
horse,  went  away.  When  he  returned  he  found  his  panniers  stuffed  to 
their  utmost  capacity  with  pigeons  some  one  had  generously  added  to  his 
unsold  load. 

In  1828  he  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Merrimac,  N. 
H.,  where  he  carried  on  his  trade  in  pigeons,  sending  large  quantities  to 
Fanuiel  Hall  market  to  Nathan  Robbins.  The  largest  number  taken  by 
one  springing  of  the  net  was  twenty-two  dozen,  or  264  birds.  He  became 
an  extensive  and  prosperous  farmer  in  Merrimac,  a  very  worthy  and  es- 
teemed citizen,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 

34  Thomas  White,7  b.  Feb.  22,    1802,    d.   June    29,    fol- 

lowing. 

35  Thomas  White,7  b.  June  19,  1803. 

36  Sarah  White,7  b.  Nov.  29,  1805,    d.    Feb.    17,    1877, 

m.  Oct.  9,  1834,  Josiah  Merriam. 

37  Josiah,7  b.  Nov.  22,  1810. 

38  Isaac  White,7  b.  June  29,  1814. 

39  Maria  Antoinette,7  b.  June  25,  1816. 

(15)  Charles  Seaverns,fi  (Josiah,5  Samuel,*  Samuel,3  Jo- 
seph,2 John,1)  b.  Jan.  2,  1776,  d.  May  3,  1848, 
m.  — ,  Martha  Parker,  b.   Oct.  26,  1805,  d.  — , 

m.  ,  Sarah  Humphries,   b.    ,  d. , 

m. ,  Sarah  Baker  Howe. 

40  Charles  Hunnewell,7  b.  Sept.  15,  1807. 

41  Martha  Ann,7  b.  ,   1810,    d.    Nov.    24,    1881,    m. 

,  William  A.  Gilbert. 

42  William  Parker,7  b. ,  d.  unm.  at  the  age  of  28  yrs. 

43  Sarah  Elizabeth,7  b.  Dec.  25,  1818,  d.  May  22,  1886, 

m.  Sept.  13,  1843,  William  Adams. 

44  James  Humphrey,7  b.  Nov.   14,  1821. 

45  Mary  Caroline,7  b.  ,  d.  April  16,    1876,  m.  , 

Benjamin  F.  Hawley. 

46  Henry  Hatch,7  b.  July  8,  1824. 

47  Catharine  Howe,7  b.  April — ,  1834,  d. ,  m. , 

Thomas  E.  Chase. 

48  John  Howe,'  b. . 

49  Frederick  Luther,7  b.  — - — ,  d.  quite  young. 

50  Jane  Matilda,7  b.  May — ,  1842,  d.  Nov.  9,    1883. 
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(18)  John  Seaverns,6  (Josiah,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Jo- 
seph,2 John,1)  b.  Aug.  7,  1783,  d. ,  m.  June 

15,  1815,  Abigail  Ware,  of  Weston,  Mass.,  d. 

Aug.  15,  — ,  m.  Dec.  25, ,   Elizabeth  — . 

Dorchester,  Mass. 

51  John  George,7  b. ,  d. ,  1885. 

(23)  Samuel  Seaverns,6  (Joseph,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Jo- 
seph,2 John,1)  b.  Oct.  30,  1779,  d.  — ,  m. 
May  28,  181 1,  Clarissa  Fuller,  of  Needham, 
Mass. 

52  Stephen,7  b.  March  7,  1812. 

53  Isabella,7  b.  July  27,  1813,  m.  April  30,  1835,  Luth- 

er S.  Upham. 

54  William  Fuller,7  b.  March  16,  1815. 

55  Charlotte,7  b.  Jan.  17,  1817,  m.  May  3,  1838,  Henry 

R.  Newton. 

56  Samson,7  b.  August  9,  1819. 

57  Granville  Slack,7  b.  October  22,  1820. 

58  Lucius,7  b.  June  21,  1823. 

59  Ralph,7  b.  May  23,  1826. 

60  Lucy  Ann,7  b.  June  28,  1828,  unm. 

61  Daniel,7  b.  May  9,  1830. 

62  Stanley,7  b.  February  10,  1833. 

63  Manly,7  b.  November  19,  1837. 

SEVENTH   GENERATION. 
(2)     Joel  Seaverns,7  (Joel6  Samuel,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Jo- 
seph,2 John,1)  b.  April  18,    1801,    d.    April   14, 
1853,  m.  March  27,    1825,  Ann  T.    Seaver,   b. 

Jan.  31,  1806,  d.  November  28,  1875. 

Roxbury,  Mass. 
He  was  brought  up  as  a  butcher  and  farmer  by  his  uncle,  Luther 
Seaverns,  and  eloped  with  Ann  T.  Seaver  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of 
her  parents,  the  two  walking  in  the  evening  from  Jamaica  Plain  together 
up  to  the  minister's  house  in  West  Roxbury,  just  beyond  the  Bussey  es- 
tate, some  two  miles,  and  thence  back  again  to  the  little  home  on  the 
Plain  which  he  had  provided  for  her.  In  company  with  Mr.  Abijah 
Seaverns  he  kept  a  provision  store  in  School  street,  Boston,  Mass.,  for 
many  years,  which  was  well  known  among  the  wealthy  residents  of  Bea- 
con Hill  at  that  time,  and  brought  prosperity  to  the  firm.  He,  however, 
suffered  in  health  from  the  close   confinement  incident  to  the  business, 
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and  sold  out  about  1840,  purchasing  a  farm  in  that  part  of  Roxbury  call- 
ed Canterbury,  whither  he  moved  and  where  he  carried  on  the  occupa- 
tion of  market-gardener  and  farmer  for  some  ten  years.  A  man  of  in- 
tense activity  and  energy,  he  rose  during  most  of  the  year  at  2  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  drove  to  Boston  to  Quincy  Market  where  he  sold  his  load  of 
vegetables,  and  then  returned  home  to  oversee  his  men  and  make  ready 
for  the  morrow. 

He  took  great  pride  in  having  the  earliest  peas  or  other  vegetables  in 
the  market,  in  converting  his  woodlands  into  green  fields,  and  in  having 
his  farm  well  tilled  and  fertile,  and  its  boundaries  well  fenced.  This  in- 
dustrious life  he  pursued  for  about  ten  years,  and  then  sold  his  farm  with 
all  its  fields,  hills  and  woods  to  the  City  of  Roxbury,  to  be  converted  into 
Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  as  it  now  is. 

With  the  sale  of  his  farm  his  life  work  ended,  and  after  a  year  or  two 
of  retirement  from  work,  with  one  or  two  ineffectual  attempts  to  again  go 
into  business,  his  death  occurred  in  1853. 

He  was  rather  a  stern  man,  as  I  remember  him,  but  could  unbend 
in  pleasant  society  or  in  his  own  home-circle,  and  enjoy  a  good  story  or 
a  hearty  laugh,  and  was  especially  fond  of  piano-forte  playing  and  sing- 
ing. Strict  in  religious  matters,  he  was  of  the  old-fashioned  New  Eng- 
land belief  that  one  should  go  to  "  meeting"  twice  every  Sunday,  and  al- 
though he  enjoyed  games  of  cards,  checkers  and  the  like,  he  never  allow- 
ed any  kind  of  games  in  his  family  on  Saturday  night  or  Sunday.  His 
boys  remember  well  that  he  believed  it  was  their  duty  to  work.  He  was 
honorable,  capable  and  prudent. 

i  Ann  Francis,8  b.  January  22,   1826. 

2  Joel,8  b.  May  25,  1828. 

3  Joshua  S.,8  b.  Aug.  21,   1830,  d.  Sept.  26,   1832. 

4  Joshua  S.,8  b.  June  1,  1833. 

5  Maria  Louise,8  b.  June  18,  1835,  d.  Oct.  20,  1866. 

6  William  S.,8b.  June  7,  1837. 

7  Edwin,8  b.  Sept.  11,  1840,  d.  Nov.  5,  1857. 

8  George  W.,8  b.  June  14,  1842. 

9  Alvin  R.,8  b.  July  16,  1845,  d.  April  21,  1865. 

10  Herbert  Whitney,8  b.  Nov.  5,  1847. 

(6)  Francis  Seaverns,7  (Joel,0  Samuel,5  Samuel,4  Sam- 
uel,3 Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  March  25,  1814,  d. 
J  uly  13,  1880,  m.  Jan.  1,  1845,  Nancy  Bar- 
tholomew, b.  Oct.  12,    1817,  dau.  of  Jedediah 

and  Sally  (Shurtleff)  Bartholomew. 

Roxbury,    Mass. 

11  Francis,8  b.  February  1,   1847. 

12  Edgar  Dickinson,8  b.  March  25,   1851. 
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(7)  Henry  Seaverns,7  (Joel,6  Samuel,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3 

Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  May  24,    1815,    d.    May  10, 

1879,  m.  May  25,  1857,  Julia  P.  Copp,  d.  

m.  July  4, Mary  Ann  Eldridge. 

(8)  Sylvester  Seaverns,7  (Joel,6  Samuel,5  Samuel/  Sam- 

uel,3 Joseph,8  John,1)  b.   Oct.  3,  1816,   d.  June 
25,  1879,  m.  Nov.  29,  1840,  Ann  Coy. 

(11)  Thomas  Seaverns,7  (Nahum,6  Samuel,5  Samuel,4 
Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Dec.  20,  1806,  d. 

,  m.  March  7,  1834,  Sarah  Gibbs,  d.  Nov. 

10,    1847,    m.    May    3,    1849,    Laura  Stearns 
Gibbs. 

11  Charles  Thomas,8   b.    March    22,    1836,    d.    Oct.    23, 

i860,  unm. 

12  Henry  Gibbs,8  b.  July  22,  1839. 

13  Sarah  Elizabeth,8  b.  Aug.  6,  1843,  m.  May  25,  1864, 

Charles  W.  Bachelder. 

14  Mary  Louise,8  b.  Sept.  19,    1847,    m.    Jan.    7,    1875, 

John  L.  Dexter. 

(15)  Luther    Seaverns,7    (Nahum,6    Samuel,5    Samuel,4 

Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Aug.  29,  1813,  d. 
Aug.    2,    1888,  m.  ,  Sophronia  Robinson. 

(16)  Nahum    Seaverns,7    (Nahum,6    Samuel,5    Samuel,4 

Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Sept.  8,  1815,  d. 
Aug.  26,  1866,  m.  ,  Mary  Burbank. 

(18)  George  W.  Seaverns,7  (Nahum,6  Samuel,5  Samuel,4 
Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Aug.  16,  1819.  m. 
June  26,  1850,  Margaretta  E.  Wilson,  dau.  of 
Robert  Wilson,  b.  June  9,  1827. 

Cambridgeport,   Mass. 

15  Walter  G.,8  b.  May  14,  1857. 

16  Frank  H.,8  b.  September  18,  1858. 

(30)  Abijah  Seaverns,7  (Abijah,6  Josiah,5  Samuel,4  Sam- 
uel,3 Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Nov.  9,  1803,  d.  Feb. 
12,  1877,  m.  May  13,  1830,  Sophia  Taft,  of 
Langdon,  N.  H.,  b.  July  25,  1805. 

Jamaica  Plains,   Mass. 


31  SEAVERNS    GENEALOGICAL    HISTORY. 

17  Charles  Henry,8  b.  February  15,  1831. 

18  George  Alfred/  b.  May  1,  1833. 

19  Annie  Hatch,8  b.  Oct.  21,  1836,    m.    June  20,    1866, 

Charles  Jacob  Coney. 

20  Sophia  Amanda,8  b.  Jan.  25,  1839,    m.   Jan.  1,  1861, 

Charles  Frederic  Curtis. 

21  Frederic  Abijah,8  b.  December  1,  1841. 

22  Nellie,8  b.  Jan.  22,  1845,   m.    Oct.    21,    1868,    Henry 

Elvin  Updike. 

(35)  Thomas  W.  Seaverns,7  (Josiah,6  Josiah,5  Samuel,4 
Samuel,3  Joseph,3  John,1)^  June  19,  1803,  m. 
Oct.  1,  1833,  Elizabeth  Brackett  Stearns,  of 
Boston,  b.  Nov.  13,  1804. 

Jamaica  Plains,   Mass. 

Born  at  Jamaica  Plain,  (Roxbury,)  where  he  passed  his  boyhood  life 
in  his  father's  house,  employed  mostly  on  the  farm.  On  reaching  his 
majority  he  opened  a  grocer's  store  on  Washington  street,  Boston,  where 
for  almost  half  a  century  he  continued  the  trade  with  marked  success. 
His  house  was  known  far  and  wide  as  the  "  Old  Reliable,"  and  as  such 
became  the  resort  of  an  extensive  trade,  from  which  he  retired  a  few 
years  since  to  his  quiet  home  at  Jamaica  Plain,  having  nearly  reached 
his  four-score  and  ten  years,  still  hale  and  hearty,  and  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  a  green  old  age,  with  his  companion  of  fifty-seven  years  of  wed- 
ded life,  surrounded,  by  children  and  grand-children. 

23  Thomas  White,8  b.  October  4,  1835. 

24  Mary  Rebecca/'  b.  December  31,   1839. 

(37)  Josiah  Seaverns,7  (Josiah,6  Josiah,5  Samuel,4  Sam- 
uel,3 Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Nov.  22,  1810,  d. , 

m.  Feb.  8,  1836,  Hannah  Gilmore,  of  Merri- 
mac,  N.  H.,  b.  March  14,  1816,  d.  Oct.  9, 
1845,  m.  March  11,  1846,  Elizabeth  Hutchin- 
son Melandy,  of  Boston. 

Merrimac,   N.   H. 

25  Franklin  Theophilus,8  b.  June  8,  1838. 

26  Charles  Edwin/  b.  April  19,  1847. 

27  George  Henry,8  b.  Oct.    29,    1848,   d.  Nov.   18,  1880. 

28  William  B.,8  b.  December  5,  1851. 
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(38)  Isaac  W.  Seaverns,7  (Josiah,6  Josiah,5  Samuel,* 
Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  June  29,  1814, 
m.  March  29,  1838,  Abalira  Winslow,  of  Sara- 
toga, N.  Y.,  b.  Oct.  21,  1813,  d.  Oct.  12, 
1840,  at  Cleveland,  O.,  m.  May  15,  1842,  Ann 
Eddy  Titus,    of    Leroy,   N.    Y.,    b.    February 

2,  1822. 

Owen,  Winnebago  Co.  Ills. 

29  Isaac  Winslow,8  b.  September  30,  1840. 

30  Ann  Emma,8  b.  March  15,  1843,  d.  Nov.  22,  folPng. 

31  Edwin  Merriam,8  b.  September  13,  1845. 

32  Isabella  Maria,8  b.  April  23,  1848,  d.    Aug.    4,    1881, 

m.  Aug.  18,  1869,  Welcome  Eddy. 

33  Frank,8  b.  December  13,  1850. 

34  Elanor  Martha,8  b.  Dec.  26,  1853,  m.  Dec.  25,  1876, 

Charles  S.  Taylor,  M.  D. 

35  Anna  Rebecca,8  b.  March  15,  1858,  d.  Ap'l.  19,  1869. 

36  George  Frederic,8  b.  July  25,  1861. 

37  Charles  Henry,8  b.  Nov.  27,   1865,  d.  Dec.  25,  1871. 

(40)  Charles  H.  Seaverns,7  (Charles,6  Josiah,5  Samuel/ 
Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Sept.  15,  1807, 
d.  May  5,  1862,  m.  Dec.  6,  1832,  Sarah  Lew- 
is Smith,  b.  Feb.  8,  1848. 

Born  in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  went  with  his  parents  to  Dorchester,  where 
his  father  opened  a  market,  doing  business  as  a  butcher  and  market-man. 
This  business  was  adopted  by  the  son  and  followed  for  a  succession  of 
years.  He  was  naturally  of  a  cheerful,  genial  disposition,  modest  and 
unassuming  in  manners,  readily  made  friends,  which  he  always  retained. 
In  early  life  he  made  a  profession  of  religion,  uniting  with  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Dorchester.  He  was  especially  fond  of  boating,  and 
indulged  himself  in  it  as  a  pastime.  He  built  his  home  on  the  bank  of 
the  Neponsett  river  in  1846.  So  strong  was  his  attraction  for  the  water 
that  he  became  a  reliable  pilot  in  Boston  harbor  and  Neponsett  river, 
and  often  engaged  in  that  service — a  service  that  cost  him  his  life.  His 
boat  was  capsized  in   Quincy  bay,   during  a  heavy  squall,  on  the  5th  day 

of  May,  1862.     He  clung  to  the  gunwale  until  exhausted  and  sank.     Two 
days  later  his  body  was  recovered  and  restored  to  his  family. 

29  Helen  Melvina,8    b.    Sept.    26,    1833,    m.    April    14, 

1853,  Jotheam  Wade  Bailey. 

30  Charles  Parker,8  b.  Jan.  27,  1835. 
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31  Jane  Augusta,8  b.  July  19,  1837,  d.  April  15,  1839. 

32  Alfred  Augustus,8  b.  Oct.  2,  1839. 

33  Henry  Austin,8  b.  April  21,  1842. 

34  Joseph  Francis,8  b.  Dec.  15,  1844,  d.   April  2,  1849. 

35  Martha  Ann,8  b.  Sept.  6,    1848,  d.  Aug.  29,  1869,  m. 

Dec.  24,  1868,  John  P.  Cushing. 

36  Sarah  Jane,8  b.    March  28,    1851,    d.    September   5, 

following. 

(44)  James  H.  Seaverns,7  (Charles,6  Josiah,5  Samuel,* 
Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Nov.  14,  1825,  d. 
Feb.  17,  1864,  m.  July  19,  1852,  Maria  Mance, 
dau.  of  David  and  Pleuma  (Scott)  Mance,  b. 
Jan.  19,  1825. 

Ohio,   Bureau  Co.,   Ills. 

Born  in  Weston,  Mass.,  on  his  father's  farm,  a  boy  of  unusual 
thoughtfulness  and  sobriety,  having  very  clear  views  of  truth,  right  and 
justice.  From  boyhood  life  he  was  a  strict  observer  of  the  Sabbath,  al- 
ways in  his  seat  in  church,  in  the  weekly  prayer  meeting  :  a  practical 
and  illustrious  example  of  that  passage  of  Scripture,  "  Give  to  him  that 
asketh  of  thee,  and  from  him  that  would  borrow  of  thee  turn  not  thou 
away."  He  was  generous,  open-hearted,  always  giving  and  doing  for 
others.  It  is  said  of  him  that  he  was  never  known  to  refuse  anyone  who 
came  to  him  for  aid,  even  giving  his  money  when  he  knew  it  would  not 
be  returned,  and  with  all  of  this  he  was  never  known  to  speak  an  unkind 
word.  He  was  literally  and  practically  the  poor  man's  friend,  as  multi- 
tudes now  verify.  At  his  death,  when  speaking  of  him,  the  saying  was 
correct,    "Such  a  man  is  hard  to  find." 

37  Charles  Henry,"  b.  July  27,  1853. 

38  James  Melvin,8  b.  Aug.  11,  1855,  d.  Feb.  2,  1861. 

39  Mary  Pleuma,8  b.  Jan.  9,    1858,    m.    March  29,  1883, 

Walter  L.  Armstrong. 

40  George  Mann,8  ) 

>    b.  Oct.  12,  1859. 

41  Sarah  Elizabeth,8     ) 

42  Lyman  Scott,8  b.  January  13,  1862. 
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(46)  Henry  H.  Seaverns,7  (Charles,6  Josiah,5  Samuel,4 
Samuel/'1  Joseph/  John,1)  b.  July  8,  1824,  d. 
Sept.  2,  1876,  m.  ,  1861,  Theodora  Tow- 
er, b.  ,  d.  ,  m.  Nov.   9,    1872,  Emma 

F.  Murray,  b.  Nov.  g,  1842. 

Monticeto,   Santa  Barbara  Co.,   Cal. 

Began  life  a  carpenter  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  where  he  worked  until 
1846,  at  which  time  he  took  passage  in  the  ship  Chili  for  Valparaiso, 
where  he  worked  until  1849,  when  he  left  for  California,  and  there  en- 
gaged in  mining  on  the  Eel  river,  Humboldt  county,  with  good  success. 
In  1871  he  went  to  Santa  Barbara  county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm, 
on  which  he  lived  until  his  death. 

43  Alice,8  b.  June  22,   1874. 

(52 j  Stephen  Seaverns,7  (Samuel,6  Joseph,5  Samuel,4 
Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  March  7,  1812, 
d.  ,  m.  July  5,  1837,  Mary  Eunice  Spring. 

44  Elizabeth,8  b:  August  2,  1843. 

45  Edward,8  b.  October  7,   1846. 

46  Mary  Spring,8  b.  May  6,   1848,  d.  Sept.  21,  1857. 

47  Herbert,8  b.  July  26,   1854. 

48  Amy  Pierce,8  b.  Oct.  8,  1858,  m.  Dec.  18,  1883,  Ro- 

bert Granville  Valentine. 

49  George,8  b.  June  ig,  1862. 

(54)  William  F.  Seaverns,7  (Samuel,0  Joseph,"'  Samuel,4 
Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  March  16,  1815, 
d.  May  21,  1884,  m.  April  31,  1840,  Eliza  Lu- 
cas, b.  Sept.  4,  1810,  d.  Nov.  25,1887. 

Weston,    Mass. 

50  Clara  Elizabeth.8  b.  April  13,   1841,  m.  Dec.  7,  1869. 

Albert  A.  Small,  of  Auburn,  Mass. 

51  Helen  Maria,8  b.  April  16,   1842,    m.    June   28,    1876, 

Thomas  L.  Creely,  of  Belmont,  Mass. 

52  Charlotte  Newton,8  b.  Jan.  7,  1844,  m.  February  24, 

1878,  William  Holmes,  of  Pueblo,  Col. 

53  William  Samuel.8  b.  October  8,   1846. 
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(56)  Samson    Seaverns,7     (Samuel,6    Joseph,6    Samuel,4 

Samuel,3  Joseph/  John,1)  b.  Aug.  7,  1818,  m. 

Jan.  1,  i860,  Martha  E.  Russell,  b. ,  1827, 

in  Washington,  N.  H.,  d.  June  8,  1865,  m. 
June  11,  1866,  Caroline  M.  Titus,  b.  Dec.  20, 
1830,  in  Sutton,  Mass. 

Rutland,   Mass. 

54  Clarissa  Fuller,8  b.  January  3,  1867. 

(57)  Granville  S.  Seaverns,'  (Samuel,*  Joseph,5  Samuel,4 

Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Oct.  22,  1820,  m. 
June  3,  1849,  Susan  Tilden  Griggs,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  b.  January  20,  1826. 

Roslindale,    Mass. 

55  Eugene  Granville,8  b.  Nov.  3,  1851,  d.  September  3, 

1853. 

56  Adelaide  Susan,8  b.  April  2,   1854. 

57  Martha  Emma,8  b.  August  14,  1856. 

58  Granville  Fuller,8  b.  December  29,  1858. 

59  Maria  Jennette,8  b.  Aug.  26,  1862,  m.  Oct.    27,  1886, 

William  Henry  Glover. 

60  Gertrude  Langmaid,8  b.  October  4,  1865. 

{59)     Ralph  Seaverns,7  (Samuel, 6  Joseph,5  Samuel,4  Sam: 
uel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)    b.    May    23,    1826,    m. 
April  8,  1869,  Ellen   Maria    Hoar,    of  Water- 
town,  Mass.,  b.  March  27,  1838. 

Newton,  Lower  Falls,   Mass. 

61  Grace  Maria,8  b.  Nov.  30,  1870,  d.  Aug.  8,  1876. 

62  Ralph  Fuller,8  b.  Dec.  27,  1872,  d.  May  26,  1880. 

63  Ellen  Rosebrook,8  b.  Oct.  30,  1875,  d.  Aug.  28,  1877. 

64  Florence  Mabel,8  b.  Feb.  13,  1879. 

(61)  Daniel  Seaverns,7  (Samuel,6  Joseph,5  Samuel,4 
Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  May  9,  1830,  m. 
June  26,    1855,    Maria   Hubbard  Vannevar,  of 

Boston,  b.  Dec.  3,  1830. 

Boston,   Mass, 
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65  Alexander  Henry,8  b.  June  22,  1856. 

66  Stanley  Eugene,8  b.  Jan.  6,  1858. 

67  Clarissa  Fuller,8  b.  Jan.  2,  i860,  m.    June   26,    1884, 

Frederic  Lane. 

68  Edmund  Bowman  Vannevar,8  b.  Nov.  18,  1864. 

69  Betsey  Bowman,8  b.  April  5,  1866. 

70  Daniel,8  b.  May  i,  1869. 

7r     Ida  Blanchard,8  b.  Feb.  8,  1874. 

(62)  Stanley    Seaverns,7    (Samuel,6    Joseph,5    Samuel,* 

Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Feb.  10,  1833, 
m.  June  14,  1869.  Adelia  Woodman,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  b.  Sept.  2,  1849. 

Newton,   Lower  Falls,   Mass. 

72  Mabel  Smith,8  b.  July  17,  1870. 

(63)  Manley    Seaverns,7    (Samuel,11    Joseph,5    Samuel,4 

Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Nov.  13,  1837, 
m.  June  30,  1864,  Hannah  Maria  Alden,  of 
Needham,  Mass.,  b.  Nov.   15,  1836. 

Newton,    Lower  Falls,    Mass 

73  Lube    Aletta,8  b.    Dec.    5,    1866,    m.   June  30,  1887, 

Nathaniel  Topliffe  Lunt. 

74  Edna  Lawrence,8  b.  August  6,  1868. 

75  Fannie  Stratton,8  b.  September  8,  1871. 


EIGHTH  GENERATION. 


(2)  Joel  Seaverns,8  (Joel,7  Joel,6  Samuel,5  Samuel,4  Sam- 
uel,3 Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  May  25,  1828,  m.  Oct. 
22,  1866,  Jane  Maria  Swain. 

Roxbury,   Mass. 

Born  at  Jamaica  Plain,  a  precinct  of  the  city  of  Boston,  graduated  from 
the  Roxbury  Latin  School  at  the  age  of    18  years,  entered  Harvard  Col- 
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lege,  taking  the  regular  prescribed  course  of  study,  graduating  with  honor 
in  1850,  after  which  he  spent  one  year  as  instructor  or  principal  teacher 
in  one  of  the  public  schools,  when  he  entered  Harvard  Medical  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1854,  receiving  his  Diploma.  He  immedi- 
ately began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  his  old  home  in  Jamaica 
Plain,  where  he  continued  until  May,  1862.  Having  earned  and  secured 
an  extended  reputation  as  a  physician  and  surgeon,  at  the  call  of  the 
Governor,  John  A.  Andrew,  he  entered  the  army  as  Assistant  Surgeon, 
which  position  he  held  until  December,  1863,  when  he  was  appointed 
Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Vols.,  promoted  March  30,  1864,   to  the  rank  of 

Surgeon,  and  breveted  Lieut. -Col.  for  faithful  and  meritorious  service. 
During  the  summer  of  1864  he  was  Surgeon  of  the  hospital  ship  "  New 
World  "  and  the  steamer  "  De  Molay,"  plying  between  City  Point,  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  transferring  the  sick  and  wounded  to  Northern 
hospitals  and  their  homes. 

He  was  for  a  time  Post  Surgeon  at  "Fort  Warren,"  in  Boston  har- 
bor, where  he  had  the  opportunity  of  forming  the  acquaintance  of  Alex- 
ander H.  Stephens,' Vice  President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  Harry 
Gilmour  and  others  of  like  ilk  who  chanced  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Union  soldiers,  and  had  been  given  the  freedom  of  Fort  Warren.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Roxbury,  was  appointed  Superinten- 
dent of  the  schools  of  West  Roxbury,  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  of 
Boston,  and  for  four  years  a  member  of  the  School  Board. 

He  is  still  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Roxbury, 
which  has  become — 1890 — extensive.  He  is  not  only  eminent  as  a  phy- 
sician and  surgeon,  but  as  a  philanthropist.  We  find  him  an  active  mem- 
ber of  many  of  the  charitable  institutions  of  the  day,  taking  high  official 
rank,  such  as  Past  Master  of  Washington  Lodge  F.  &  A.  M.,  I'ast  High 
Priest  of  Mount  Vernon  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Illustrious  Master  of  Roxbu- 
ry Council,  Sir  Knight  of  Joseph  Warren  Commandery,  Knights  Templar, 
et.  al.  When  Elliott  Council  No.  2,  Royal  Arcanum,  was  organized  in 
1877  he  joined  as  a  charter  member,  and  has  since  served  as  Medical  Ex- 
aminer and  Regent  of  the  Council.  At  the  session  of  the  Supreme 
Council  in  1879  he  was  appointed  State  Medical  Examiner  for  Massa- 
chusetts, and  at  the  session  of  1880  he  was  appointed  Medical  Examiner- 
in-Chief  of  the  Order,  which  position  he  still  holds. 

i  Annie  Walter,9  b.  Oct.  14,  1857.    ^."Wc^ 

2  Joel  Herbert,9  b.  Nov.   13,  i860. 

3  Alice  Elenor,9  b.  Oct.  5,  1864,  d.  June  i,  1867. 

4  Edwin  Swain,9  b.  Sept.   12,  1866,  d.  Jan.  20,  1867. 
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(4)     Joshua  S.  Seaverns,8  (Joel,7  Joel,0  Samuel,5  Samuel,4 

Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  June  i,  1833,  m. 

Oct.  3,  1 861,    Althea   Bowes   Locke,    b.    May 

27,  1845. 

Chicago,   Ills. 

Born  in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  where  he  resided  until  he  had  passed  the 
curriculum  of  the  public  schools  in  regular  course,  graduating  from  the 
Roxbury  Latin  School,  after  which  he  engaged  with  the  firm  of  Jones  & 
Wheelright  as  book-keeper  in  Boston,  which  position  he  continued  to  fill 
until  1855,  when  he  engaged  with  Gilbert  Hubbard  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  as 
cashier,  in  which  position  he  continued  until  the  winter  of  1856-7,  when 
he  joined  a  party  of  Engineers  and  went  out  on  a  Surveying  Expedition 
preliminary  to  building  the  Honduras  Inter-Oceanic  Railroad,  sailing 
from  New  York  on  April  2,  arriving  at  the  old  town  of  Omoa,  April  14, 
after  a  stormy  passage.  Plunging  directly  into  the  awful  swamps  and 
lagoons  of  the  coast,  the  party  were  soon  mostly  disabled  by  fevers  and 
prostrations  from  the  hardships  to  which  they  were  not  accustomed  in 
the  cold  and  wholesome  climate  of  the  north  United  States.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  with  good  Yankee  grit  and  a  vigorous  physique,  had 
the  good  fortune  to  retain  his  own  health,  and  during  all  this  painful  ex- 
perience served  constantly  in  all  grades  of  labor  from  stakeman  to  tran- 
sit, from  rodman  to  leveler,  commissary  to  nurse  and  ph'ysician's  assist- 
ant. The  Medico  in  charge  was  an  old  army  Surgeon,  and  on  one  occa- 
sion came  to  his  nurse  with  tears  and  curses  on  the  management.  "  No 
Camphor  !"  and  "  the  patient  must  die."  Yankee  foresight  had  placed 
in  the  nurse's  bunker  a  tin  can  containing  a  couple  of  pounds  which  was 
handed  him  quietly,  when  the  good  doctor  threw  his  arms  around  the 
nurse's  neck  and  there  he  wept  indeed  for  joy.  The  patient  recovered 
and  now  holds  an  honored  position  on  one  of  the  leading  railroads  in 
Pennsylvania.      A  few  years  since,  when  on  a  visit  East,  he  called  on  his 

friend  B ,  who  said  to  his  family,  take  a  good  look  at  your  guest  ;   to 

his  childreen  he  said  :    "  If  it  had  not  been  for  this  man  you  never  would 

have  been  born,  and  to  his  wife,  you  would  never  have  been  Mrs.  B , 

for  it  was  he  who  saved  my  life  in  two  instances."  The  survey  was  at- 
tended with  the  loss  of  several  of  the  brave  boys.  On  one  occasion,  on 
a  journey  up  the  Humuya  river,  when  changing  camp  he  was  left  be- 
hind the  party  with  a  single  partner  in  his  boat,  as  he  recalls  it— forty 
miles  from  a  white  man,  and  ten  unruly  native  boatmen — the  boat  with 
supplies  having  gone  up  the  river,  and  for  two  days  and  nights  subsisted 
on  Cake  Chocolate,  with  the  variations  possible  in  the  bill  of  fare,  with 
that  as  a  basis.  Their  "grub"  was  doled  out  to  the  men,  which,  with  the 
revolver,  prevented  mutiny,  and  a  hasty  return  to  the  coast. 

He  reached  New  York  in  the  summer  of  1858  on  his  return  after  a 
hard  passage  in  the  old  side-wheeler  Empire  City.  The  exposure  and 
hardships  to  which  he  was  subjected  in   this  expedition  left  him  a  victim 
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to  the  memorable  Chagres  fever,  from  which  he  gradually  recovered, 
but  with  a  strong  distaste  for  any  more  wandering.  After  his  return  he 
assumed  his  vacated  position  with  Gilbert  Hubbard  &  Co.,  which  place 
he  still  fills,  the  firm  name  in  the  meanwhile  having  been  changed  to 
Geo.  B.  Carpenter  &  Co.,  202  to  208  South  Water  St.,  Chicago,  Ills. 

(6)  William  S.  Seaverns,8  (Joel,7  Joel/  Samuel,5  Sam- 
uel,4 Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  June  7,  1837, 
m.  March  5,  1867,    Frances  E.    Parmelee,    b. 

August  3,  1845. 

Chicago,   Ills. 

Born  at  Jamaica  Plain,.  Mass.,  where  he  resided  until  1853,  when 
he  engaged  in  the  employ  of  Peter  C.  Jones,  a  wholesale  dealer  in  paper, 
in  Boston,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1858,  when  he  left 
for  Chicago,  where  he  engaged  with  Messrs.  Burley  &  Tyrrell,  wholesale 
dealers  in  crockery,  as  bookkeeper,  which  position  he  held  until  1862, 
during  which  period  he  developed  a  business  capacity  which  served  to 
draw  him  away  from  his  present  employment  into  a  wider  and  more  ac- 
tive sphere  of  business  life.  Yielding  to  these  outward  influences,  he 
formed  connection  in  the  Spring  of  1862  with  Isaac  N.  Ash,  with  the 
firm  name  of  Isaac  N.  Ash  &  Co.,  on  the  Board  of  Trade,  where  he  has 
been  not  only  a*n  active  member  ever  since,  (1890)  but  a  prominent  one. 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  in  January,  1889,  he  was  elected 
President  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  position  he  filled  with  marked  ex- 
ecutive ability,  especially  effective  in  a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  Rules, 
being  no  respecter  of  persons  in  debate,  conservative  in  all  his  rulings, 
he  received  the  most  cordial  support  of  the  Board.  As  an  arbitrator  he 
had  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  Board,  every  one  feeling  that  all  ques- 
tions of  apparent  difficult  solution  intrusted  to  him  for  adjustment  would 
result  in  a  wise  and  satisfactory  termination.  It  would  be  but  slightly 
stated  to  say  of  him  that  he  is  a  man  of  marked  business  ability,  pos- 
sessed of  a  wise  forecast  of  the  business  world,  been  more  than  ordinarily 
successful  in  business  life,  of  a  genial,  benevolent  disposition,  always 
ready  to  confer  a  favor,  and  at  the  same  time  philanthropic,  renders 
him  an  eminently  worthy  and  highly  esteemed  man  and  citizen. 

5  Maria  Louisa/  b.  August  26,   1871. 

6  Georgie  Francis,9  b.  January  2,   1877. 

(8)  George  W.  Seaverns,8  (Joel,'  Joel,(i  Samuel,5  Sam- 
uel,4 Samuel,3  Joseph,-  John,1)  b.  June  14, 
1842,  m.  Sept.  4,  1888,  Mrs.  Hattie  Chase. 

(10)  Herbert  W.  Seaverns,8  (Joel/'  Joel,"  Samuel,5  Sam- 
uel,4   Samuel, :{    Joseph,2   John,1)    b.    Nov.    5, 
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1847,  m.  July  16,  1887,  Lizzie  A.  DeLuc,  b. 
May  16,  1853. 

7  Byron  Herbert,9  b.  July  19,  1888. 

(11)  Francis  Seaverns,8  (Francis,7  Joel,6  Samuel,5  Sam- 

uel,* Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  February  1, 
1847,  m.  Nov.  20,  1873,  Caroline  Augusta 
Marshall,  b.  Oct.  31,  1845,  dau.  of  Caleb 
Strong  and  Anna  Gould  (Simonds)  Marshall. 

8  Elizabeth  Marshall,9  b.  July  27,  1878. 

9  Helen  Francis,9  b.  Feb.  23,  1885. 

(12)  Edgar  D.   Seaverns,8     (Francis,7    Joel,6     Samuel,5 

Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)   b.    March 
•    25,  1851,  m.  April  30,  1885,  Minnie  Estabrook, 
b.  July  18,  1865. 

10  Edith  Bartholomew,9  b.  Sept.  13,  1886. 

11  Marion,9  b.  Nov.  21,  1887. 

12  Genevieve,9  b.  February  25,   1890. 

(13)  Henry  G.   Seaverns,8  (Thomas, '  Nahum,1' Samuel,5 

Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  July  22, 
1839,  m.  June  19,  1861,  Emily  Gormley  Heus- 
tis,  dau.  of  Benjamin  and  Lydia  (Patch)  Heus- 

tis,  b.  May  6,  1843. 

Boston,   Mass, 
1 

13  Emily  Janet,9  b.  Sept.  6,   1862,    m.  March    13,    1882, 

Gardner  C.  Brooks. 

14  Charles  Thomas,9  b.  February  4,   1864. 

15  Alice,9  b.  Oct.  4,  1866,  d.  June  27,  1872. 

16  Marion,9  b.  May  18,  1869. 

(17)  Charles  H.  Seaverns,8  (Abijah,7  Abijah/'  Josiah,5 
Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,3  John,1)  b.  Feb.  13, 
1 83 1,  d.  March  22,  1871,  m.  July  8,  1857, 
Corinne  Louise  Gale. 

Chicago,  Ills. 
Born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  during  the  year  1831,  went  with  his  parents 
to  Jamaica  Plain,  where  he  resided  at  the  family  home,  enjoying  the 
facilities  afforded  by  the  public  schools  for  obtaining  an  education  pre- 
paratory for  a  business  life,  until  20  years  of  age,  when,  actuated  by  the 
spirit  afterward  recommended  by   Horace   Greeley,     "Go    West,    young 
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man,  go  West,"  he  set  his  face  toward  Chicago,  where  he  located  in  1851, 
and  at  once  began  to  cast  about  him  for  some  employ,  meaning  business. 
He  was  not  long  idle.  He  carefully  watched  the  "  tide  of  affairs,"  float- 
ing along  in  the  current  of  business  until  he  finally  anchored  in  the  grain 
and  broom-corn  trade,  to  which  he  gave  his  whole  attention,  save  now 
and  then  availing  himself  of  opportunities  afforded  by  the  real  estate  mar- 
ket to  make  "deals"  which  his  forecast  assured  him  must  prove  profit- 
able, and  in  the  main  without  disappointment.  His  characteristics  were 
of  a  peculiar  kind,  made  up  of  a  combination  of  traits  that  made  him 
popular  with  everybody.  He  was  familiarly  known  and  addressed  as 
"Charley  Seaverns"  by  many.  He  was  a  friend  of  everybody,  and  ev- 
erybody friends  of  him.  While  devoted  to  his  business  and  ever  watch- 
ful of  its  interests  as  a  good  business  man,  he  was  possessed  of  a  most 
wonderful  musical  make-up  which  made  him  a  universal  favorite.  He 
had  a  fine  tenor  voice.  No  amateur  that  I  ever  heard  or  even  profession- 
al came  so  near  the  voice  of  the  wonderful  Brignoli.  He  would  imitate 
him  exactly  in  both  manner  and  tone  of  voice  in  rendering  his  (Brignoli's) 
"  Goot-by,  Sweetheart,"  and  when  in  his  best  musical  humor  both  he 
and  his  wife  made  their  home  a  home  of  song  for  their  friends  as  few 
homes  could.  The  death  of  his  little  daughter,  Corrinna,  brought  a 
cloud  of  sorrow  over  his  home  from  which  he  hardly  recovered.  He  did 
not  aspire  to  great  wealth.  Successful  in  business,  he  left  at  death  to  his 
family  an  estate  valued  at  $125,000. 

17  Henry  Hatch,9  b.  June  21,  1858. 

18  Frank  Gale,9  b.  July  25,  1861,  d.  June  17,  1863. 

19  Corrinna  Gale,9  b.  June  8,    1864,  d.  March  13,  1870. 

(18)  George  A.  Seaverns,8  (Abijah,7  Abijah,0  Josiah,5 
Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph, ~  John,1)  b.  May  1, 
1833,    m.    December  2,    i860,    Susan   Jerusha 

Updike. 

Chicago,   Ills. 

George  A.  Seaverns  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  and  moved  to  Ja- 
maica Plain  in  1834,  where  he  lived  until  he  was  19  years  old.  The 
family  always  told  him  he  would  be  a  money-maker,  and  he  says  he 
thinks  it  was  a  great  help  to  him,  as  it  is  a  help  to  any  boy  to  make  him 
believe  that  he  is  a  success  in  something.  He  thinks  it  inspires  one  to 
greater  effort. 

The  first  trade  he  ever  made,  that  he  remembers  of,  was  buying  a 
hog  for  $9.00,  having  it  slaughtered,  and  then  selling  it  for  $23.00.  That 
did  him  more  good  than  any  money  he  ever  made  afterwards.  He  says 
he  liked  the  feeling,  and  was  ready  to  pitch  in. 

The  last  two  years  he  spent  at  home  he  ran  the  farm,  which  had  al- 
ways been  a  bill  of  expense  to  his  father.  He  made  a  proposition  to  his 
father  to  run  it  on  the  halves,  and  in  that  manner   and    by   dint  of   very 
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hard  work,  going  to  market  at  2  o'clock  in   the  morning,  he  managed  to 
accumulate  four  hundred  dollars. 

In  September,  1853,  he  started  for  Chicago,  having  had  his  Daguer- 
reotype taken  for  his  mother,  (which  she  still  has,)  and  for  which  he  paid 
three  dollars.  He  packed  his  little  hair-cloth  trunk,  which,  though  very 
small,  was  not  more  than  one-third  full.  It  took  five  days  to  reach  Chi- 
cago. Trains  were  not  run  then  by  telegraph,  and  if  trains  did  not  meet 
at  a  certain  station  where  they  were  expected  to  meet,  or  were  behind 
time  when  the  station  was  reached,  one  wonld  have  to  wait  sometimes 
two  or  three  hours,  because  the  other  train  had  the  right  of  way.  Our 
baggage  was  reclaimed  at  Albany,  not  being  checked  at  all  :  also  at 
Schenectady,  Rochester,  Buffalo,  Erie,  Cleveland  and  Toledo,  the  bag- 
gage being  unloaded  from  the  baggage  car  each  time,  and  the  owner  then 
claimed  it  and  saw  that  it  was  put  on  to  another  car.  There  were  no 
sleeping  cars,  and  but  very  little  chance  to  get  anything  to  eat. 

After  five  days  Mr.  Seaverns  reached  Chicago.  He  did  not  think  it 
much  of  a  place  ;  perfect  mud-hole  :  everything  dirty  and  dreary.  He 
found  it  very  difficult  to  get  a  situation,  but  finally  got  one  at  Hough's 
Packing  House  at  one  dollar  per  day  and  board,  but  for  the  board  he  had 
to  do  the  family  chores.  After  three  months  of  that  work  he  got  a  situa- 
tion with  Gurdon  S.  Hubbard  &  Co.  They  were  in  the  packing  busi- 
ness.    Also,  Insurance  and  Real  Estate. 

When  he  left  home  he  brought  with  him  his  father's  note  for  $400 
at  6  per  cent.,  but  the  following  May  had  the  proceeds  all  invested  in 
first  payments  on  real  estate.  He  had  the  most  unbounded  faith  in 
Chicago  real  estate,  and  has  had  ever  since,  and  says  he  has  had  no 
reason  to  regret  his  coufidence. 

He  remained  with  Hubbard  &  Co.  until  1855,  when  he  started  in 
business  for  himself.  He  found  it  pretty  hard  work  to  succeed,  but  with 
the  profits  in  real  estate  and  what  business  he  picked  up  he  was  very 
well  satisfied. 

At  that  time  the  only  public  means  of  conveyance  was  omnibusses, 
which  ran  from  Lake  street  bridge  to  Harrison  street  on  State.  There 
were  but  three  Restaurants,  the  House  of  David,  at  the  Tremont  House, 
the  McCardle  House,  and  the  St.  Charles,   between  Lake  and  Water  sts. 

The  population  of  Chicago  was  then  only  about  50.000. 

After  being  with  Hubbard  &  Co.  a  short  time  he  was  sent  on  the 
road  to  buy  dressed  hogs.  He  was  obliged  to  take  along  with  him  a  pack- 
age containing  $5,000  each  time  in  Eastern  bills  of  small  denomination. 
This  was  a  hard  job.  There  were  no  railroads  to  speak  of  at  that  time. 
The  Burlington  road  came  in  on  the  Galena  track  from  the  junction, 
thirty  miles  out.  That  road  proper  was  only  completed  to  Aurora  from 
that  junction,  ten  miles  west ;  beyond  that  construction  trains  and  very 
few  passenger  trains  were  run  over  it.  He  says  he  remembers  on  his 
first  trip  reaching  Piano,  which  is  now  a  flourishing  city  and  a  large 
manufacturing  point,  being  at  that  time  nothing  but  a  station  of  three  or 
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four  shanties  and  a  hotel — and  such  a  hotel  !  On  arriving  at  Piano  he 
got  off  the  train  and  saw  a  single  plank  walk,  at  the  end  of  which  he  saw 
a  sign,  "Prairie  Chicken  Hotel,"  unpainted  and  very  small.  He  thought 
that  a  nice  place  to  go  with  a  package  containing  five  thousand  dollars. 
But  he  got  used  to  that,  and  during  the  two  years  he  was  with  Hubbard 
&  Co.  he  bought  a  great  many  hogs  and  other  products  in  the  country 
for  them. 

He  has  almost  always  been  ready  to  pick  up  any  good  trade  in  real 
estate,  particularly  acre  property,  and  by  building  a  few  houses  in  sub- 
divisions he  has  been  able  to  sell  out  the  sub-divisions  at  a  large  profit. 

He  joined  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  year  1856,  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber ever  since.  He  has  been  largely  indentified  with  the  grain  trade,  and 
is  now  proprietor  of  four  Elevators,  with  a  capacity  of  three  million 
bushels. 

For  the  past  eighteen  years  he  has  had  a  home  at  Oconomowoc, 
Wisconsin,  a  most  beautiful  Western  watering  place,  abounding  in  lakes 
and  beautiful  drives.  He  feels  that  this  place  has  added  at  least  ten 
years  to  his  life. 

He  is  also  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  five  hundred  acres,  with  a  mile 
frontage  on  one  of  the  most  beautiful  lakes  in  Wisconsin,  at  Oconomo- 
woc, where  he  is  engaged  in  raising  horses.  The  recreation  on  this  farm 
he  enjoys  very  much,  and  only  regrets  that  he  cannot  spend  more  time 
there. 

Few  men  enjoy  life  more  than  he.  His  home  is  one  of  sunshine  and 
good  cheer,  where  his  friends  meet  with  a  warm  welcome — always  cheer- 
ful and  open-hearted.  While  devoted  to  his  business,  it  is  by  no  means 
a  point  in  his  life's  work  to  live  for  business  alone  ;  yet  while  he  lives  in 
a  certain  sense  for  himself  and  those  dependent  upon  him,  strictly  speak- 
ing his  life  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  commercial  world  at  large, 
of  which  he  is  an  important  factor.  He  has  been  identified  with  Saint 
Paul's  Universalist  Church,  in  Chicago,  for  thirty-five  years,  and  for  a 
great  portion  of  the  time  has  filled  the  office  of  Trustee,  and  being  of  a 
musicical  turn,  has  had  charge  of  selecting  the  church  choir  for  several 
years. 

20  Mary  Updike,9  b.  Nov.    4,    1861,    m.    Dec.    2,    1884, 

Richard  H.  Mabbatt. 

21  George  Alfred,9  b.  Jan.  20,  1864. 

22  Lewis  Updike,9  b.  Feb.   1,  1869,    d.    June    19,    1879. 

23  Emily  Updike,9  b.  August  10,   1876. 

24  Adele  Louise,9  b.  July  17,   1881. 

(21)  Frederic  A.  Seaverns,s  (Abijah,7  Abijah, '''  Josiah,8 
Samuel,*  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Dec.  I, 
1841,  m.  July  8,   1869,    Edna   Houghton,  dan. 
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of  Charles  and  Edna  (Lowell)  Houghton,  of 
Windsor,  Vt.,  b.  June  27,  1849. 

Jamaica  Plain,   Mass. 

25  Edna  Stuart,9  b.  August  1,  1871. 

26  Houghton/  b.  November  i6;  1874. 

27  Charles  Fred.  Taft,  b.  December  1,  1879. 

(23)  Thomas  W.  Seaverns,8  (Thos.  W.,7  Josiah,6  Jo- 
siah,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b. 
Oct.  4,  1835,  m.  Nov.  6,  1867,  Jennie  Debo- 
rah Parker,  of  Medina,  N.  Y.,  b.  July  7,  1837, 
m.  by  Rev.  Job  Pierson. 

Boston,   Mass. 

28  John  Albert,9  b.  October  12,  1868. 

29  Clarence  Phelps,9  b.  October  3,  1871. 

(25)  Franklin  T.   Seaverns,8  (Josiah,7    Josiah,0    Josiah,5 

Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  June  3, 
1838,  m.  June  6,  1867,  Caroline  Zoranda  Reed, 
of  Merrimac,  N.  H.,  b.  Oct.  7,  1845. 

Merrimac,   N.   H. 

30  Ahner  Frank,9  b.  February  11,  1868. 

31  Ada  Lucy,9  b.  November  17,  1870. 

32  Arthur  Josiah,9  b.  November  18,  1874. 

(26)  Charles    E.    Seaverns,8    (Josiah,7    Josiah,6  Josiah,5 

Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  April  19, 
1847,  m.  Oct.  24,  1869,  Sarah  Hannah  Hill, 
of  Merrimac,  N.  H.,  b.  Jan.  22,  1847. 

Roxburv,    Mass. 

33  Annie  Louise,9  b.  September  15,  1870. 

34  Henry  Edwin,9  b.  July  27,  1883. 

35  Evanette  Elizabeth,9  b.  March   23,    1885,  d.  Aug.  2, 

following. 

(29)  Isaac  W.  Seaverns,8  (Isaac  W.,7  Josiah,0  Josiah,5 
Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Sept. 
30,  1840,  m.  May  28,  1863,  Julia  Pinkney. 

Owen,   Ills. 

36  Frank  Taylor,9  b.  April  19,  1865. 
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(31)     Edwin  M.  Seaverns,8  (Isaac  W.,7  Josiah,6  Josiah,5 
Samuel/  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.    Sept. 
13,  1845,  d.  Nov.  1,  1875,  m.  Sept.  13,   1867, 
Almira  Thornton. 

A  locomotive  engineer  on  the  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  Railroad.     Was  killed 
in  a  collision  on  that  road  near  Winona,  Minnesota. 

37  Isaac  Edward,9  b.  ,  1871. 

(33)  Frank  Seaverns,8  (Isaac  W.,7  Josiah,6  Josiah,5  Sam- 
uel,4 Samuel,3  Joseph,'2  John,1)  b.  Dec.  13, 
1850,  m.  Sept.  22,  1875,  Lillie  Wil's,  dau.  of 
Charles  and  Mary   (Blay)   Wills,    b<    October 

22,  1856. 

Owen,   Ills. 

(36)  George  F.  Seaverns8  (Isaac  W.,7  Josiah,0  Josiah,5 
Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,'2  John,1)!}.  July  25, 
1861,  m.  March  10,   1887,  Essie  Kinsley. 

Owen,    Ills. 

38  Isaac  Wyman,9  b.  December  25,  1889. 

(30)  Charles  P.  Seaverns,8  (Charles  H.,7  Charles,"  Josi- 
ah,5 Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph, :l  John,1)  b.  Jan. 
27,  1835,  m.  June  17,  i860,  Martha  Jane 
Webb,    dau.    of    Marsena  and  Martha  (Lane) 

Webb,  b.  Dec.  1,  1838. 

N.    Scituate,    Mass. 

Enlisted  August  9,  1864,  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  in  Company  C. 
4th  Regiment  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery  :  stationed  in  the  fortifica- 
tions around  Washington,  D.  C.  :  mustered  out  of  the  service  June  17, 
1865,  at  tne  close  of  the  war. 

39  Charles  Lane,9  b.  June  1,  1861. 

40  Alfred  Hunnewell  Austin,9  b.  March  8,  1863. 

41  Jennie  Parker,9  b.  Feb.  9,  1865,   m.    Feb.   24,    1887, 

Arthur  Herbert  Gould. 

42  Edwina  Velzora,9  b.  Feb.  14,  1867,  d.  May  28,  1876. 

43  Henry  Clinton,9  b.  November  7,  1869. 

44  Ernest  Revere,9  b.  September  9,  1871. 

45  Arthur  Livingston,9  b.  October  23,  1872. 

46  Edwina  Lewis,9  b.  March  12,  1878. 

47  Mary  Hawley,9  b.  January  3,  1880. 

48  William  Augustus,9  b.  February  1,  1882. 
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(32)  Alfred  A.  Seaverns,8    (Charles    H.,7   Charles,0   Jo- 

siah,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b. 
Oct.  3,  1839,  m.  Dec.  14,  1864,  Jane  Eliza- 
beth Frasier,  of  Roxbury,  dau.  of  John  and 
Harriet  (Ware)  Frasier,  b.  Dec.   13,  1838. 

North  Scituate,    Mass. 

Enlisted  April  19,  1861,  at  Dorchester,  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  ; 
was  mustered  into  the  service  in  Co.  E.  of  the  7th  Regiment  of  Massa- 
chusetts Vols,  for  three  years  ;  was  with  his  Regiment  in  the  siege  of 
Yorktown,  Va.,  April    5   to   May   4,    1862  ;  Williamsburg,    Va.,    May   5, 

1862  ;  Fair  Oaks,  May  31  ;  Seven  Pines,  June  1  ;  Charles  City  Cross- 
roads, June  29;  Malvern  Hill,  July  1,  1862,  Va.  ;  Sharpsburg,  Md., 
Sept.  18,  1862  ;  Williamsport,  Md.,  Sept.  20,  1862  ;  Fredericksburg,  Va., 
Dec.  nth  to  16th,    1862  ;   Burnside's   Muddy    March,    Jan.    20th   to   23d, 

1863  ;  Marye's  Heights,  Va.,  May  3,  1863  ;  Salem  Heights,  Va.,  same 
day  ;  was  wounded  and  sent  to  Potomac  Creek  Hospital  ;  transferred 
from  there  to  Mount  Pleasant  Hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C.  ;  from 
thence  to  Satterlee  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  until 
Jan.  14,  1864,  when  he  was  discharged.  He  represented  his  District  in 
the  Legislature  in  1866. 

49  Elmer  Russell,9  b.  April  10,  1874. 

50  Harriet  Frasier,9  b.  July  5,  1876. 

51  Martha  Gilbert,9  b.  July  7,  1879. 

52  Ella  Maria,9  b.  October  18,  1880. 

(33)  Henry  A.   Seaverns,8   (Charles   H.,7  Charles/' Josi- 

ah,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b. 
April  21,  1842,  m.  May  16,  1867,  Mercy  Gould 
Litchfield,  b.  Aug.  8,  1840,  dau.  of  James 
Studley  and  Martha  Loring  (Mott)  Litchfield. 

North  Scituate,    Mass. 

Born  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  where  he  passed  his  early  years  receiving 
his  education  in  the  public  school. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  the 
Massachusetts  nth  Regiment  Vol.  Infantry,  from  which  he  was  discharg- 
ed by  reason  of  disability  during  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  Recovering 
his  health,  he  again  enlisted  in  August,  1862,  as  Sergeant  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts 39th  Regiment  of  Vol.  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  until  Jan.  7, 
1865,  when  he  was  discharged  a  Lieutenant  by  reason  of  wounds  received 
August  15,  1864,  in  the  battle  on  the  Weldon  R.  R.,  Va.,  from  a  minnie 
ball  which  struck  his  sword  and  was  divided  into  two  parts,  both  of  which 
entered  his  left  thigh,  but  only  one  part  was  located  by  the  Surgeons  and 
removed  ;   the  remaining  part  continued  to  be  a  source   of   trouble  and 
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great  suffering  to  him,  not  only  laying  him  aside  from  all  labor,  but  for- 
bidding his  recovery,  and  not  until  a  short  time  since  (May,  1890,)  has 
there  been  a  single  gleam  of  hope  in  his  case.  A  few  weeks  since  there 
was  a  breaking  out  anew  of  his  trouble  which  seemed  to  indicate  the  lo- 
cation of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  ball.  The  Surgeon's  knife  was 
applied,  cutting  down  something  more  than  an  inch  ;  the  ball  was  re- 
moved, and  now,  after  a  lapse  of  more  than  twenty-five  years,  he  finds 
himself  on  the  highway  to  complete  restoration  to  comfortable  health  again. 
When  the  Post  Office  was  established  at  North  Scituate,  in  1872,  he  was 
commissioned  Post  Master,  which  position  he  held  until  1885.  In  1889 
he  was  re-appointed,  and  still  has  the  office  (1890). 

(45)  Edward  Seaverns,8  (Stephen,7  Samuel,6  Joseph,5 
Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Oct.  7, 
1846,  m.  Oct.  13,  1874,  Mary  Isabella  Eames, 
b.  November  11,  1845. 

53  Bertha  Spring,"  b.  October  16,   1877. 

54  Charles  Edward,9  b.  December  8,  1879. 

55  Howard  Eames,1,1  b.  September  16,   1882. 

56  Louise  Bradbury,9  b.  June  10,  1884. 

57  Eva  Fuller,9  b.  January  2,  1887. 

(53)  William  S.  Seaverns,8  (Wm.  F.,7  Samuel/Joseph,5 
Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Oct.  8, 
1846,  m.  March  6,  1878,  Aldana  Flagg,  of 
Newton,  Mass. 

58  Walter  Irving,9  b.  December  19,   1878, 

59  William,9  b.  October  15,  1880,  d.  Nov.  8,  1881. 

60  Harold  Lucas,9  b.  October  11,  1882. 

61  Elsie  Cassandra,9  b.  December  8,  1889. 

(58)  Granville  F.  Seaverns,8  (Granville  S.,7  Samuel/ 
Joseph,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1) 
b.  December  29,  1858,  m.  April  18,  1888, 
Caroline  Frances  Burkitt. 

ROSLINDALE,     MASS. 

(65)  Alexander    H.   Seaverns,8    (Daniel,7    Samuel,0    Jo- 

seph,5 Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b. 
June  22,  1856,  m.  Dec.  — ,  1880,  Alice  May 
Whitford,  Nantucket,  Mass. 

(66)  Stanley  E.   Seaverns,8  (Daniel,7  Samuel/'  Joseph,5 
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Samuel/  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Jan.  6, 
1858,  m.  December  12,  1888,  Jane  Virginia 
Ewer,  of  Sandwich,  N.  H. 


NINTH  GENERATION. 


(9)  Charles  T.  Seaverns,9  (Henry  G.,8  Thomas,7  Na- 
hum,6  Samuel,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph, * 
John,1)  b.  February  4,  1864,  m.  August  9, 
1885,  Mary  Foote. 


Boston,    Mass. 


TENTH   GENERATION. 


(12)  Henry  H.  Seaverns,9  (Charles  H.,8  Abijah,7  Abi- 
jah,6  Josiah,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2 
John,1)  b.  June  21,  1858,  m.  Aug.  5,  1879, 
Bertha  Eloise  Kirchoff,  b.  May  24,  1861. 

Chicago,   Ills. 

1  Charles  Henry,10  b.  January  16,  1882. 

2  Harold  Frederic, 10  b.  July  27,  1885. 

3  James  Barron,10  b.  December  19,  1886. 

(16)  George  A.  Seaverns,9  (George  A.,8  Abijah,7  Abi- 
jah," Josiah,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2 
John,1)  b.  Jan.  20,  1864,  m.  Dec.  30,  1886, 
Clara  Ingalls  Currier,  dau.  of  Benjamin  and 
Louise  C.  (Martin)  Currier,  of  Lynn,  Mass. 

Chicago,   Ills. 

4  Louis  Currier,10  b.  October  27,  1887. 

5  George  Alfred,10  b.  February  1,  1890. 
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Note. — The  number  at  the  left  hand  of  the  name  indicates  the  num- 
ber of  the  name  of  the  child  in  the  generation,  while  the  small  figure  at 
the  right  of  the  name  indicates  the  generation  where  the  name  will  be 
found.  As — (13)  Relief  Seaverns,6  turn  to  the  Sixth  Generation  and  find 
13  on  the  left  of  the  page. 

(13)  Relief  Seaverns,0  (Josiah,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,'5  Jo- 
seph,2 John,1)  b.  March  7,  1767,  d.  Jan.  16, 
1846,  m.  Oct.  25,  1784,  Eleazer  Taft,  b.  Aug. 
11,  1755,  d.  Jan.  3,  1834. 

Charles,7  b.  February  — ,  1785. 
Henry,7  b.  January  20,  1787,  d.  — . 
Moses,7  b.  November  5,  1789. 
Mary  Ann,7  b.  December  10,   1791. 
Sophia,7  b.  January  16,   1794,  d.  — . 
Priscilla,7  b.  March  30,   1796,  d.  — . 
Abigail,7  b.  March  23,  1798. 
Henry,7  b.  September  16,  1800. 
Alonzo,7  b.  August  11,  1802,  d.  — ,   1858. 
Sophia,7  b.  July  23,   1805,  m.    May  13,  1830,  Abijah  Sea- 
verns, No.  (30. 7) 
Priscilla,7  b.  May  19,  1808,  d.  December  — ,  1862. 

(19)  Mary  Parker  Seaverns,7  (Luther,*5  Samuel,5  Sam- 
uel,* Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  October  26, 
1803,  d.  September  3,  1839.  m.  Nov.  30,  1826, 
William  Winchester,  b.  May  27,   1805,  d.  Oct. 

25,  1856. 

Jamaica  Plain,    Mass. 

Luther  S.,8  b.  July  23,  1827,  d.  October  6,  1838. 

William  H.,8  b.  September  24,  1828. 

Parker  S.,8  b.  February  3,  1831. 

Anna  F.,8  b.  August  11,  1832,  d.  April  4,  1877. 

Artemas,8  b.  September  1,  1834. 
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Luther  S.,8  b.  December  16,  1835,  d.  October  6,  1838. 

Mary  P.  S.,8  b.  August  17,  1837. 

Edmund  D.,8  b.  August  10,    1839,   d.   Sept.  1,  following. 

(21)  Sarah  Payson  Seaverns,7  (Luther,6  Samuel,5  Sam- 
uel,* Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  May  5,  181 1. 
d.  July  2,  1882,  m.  June  2,  1833,  Joseph  Dud- 
ley Gould,  b.  May  17,  1807,  d.  April  19,  1879. 

Roxbury,    Mass. 

Joseph  Dudley,8  b.  Feb.  11,  1835,  m.  March  28,  1866, 
Elvira  Rogers. 

James  Ward,8  b.  August  12,  1837,  d.  Sept.  29,  following. 

George  Henry,8  b.  June  23,  1841,  m.  January  12,  1871, 
Olivia  Winslow. 

William  Parker,8  b.  April  25,  1845,  m.  April  14,  1885, 
Mary  E.  Faulkner. 

Catharine  Seaverns,8  b.  June  27,  1851. 

(23)     Abigail  Lethbridge  Seaverns,7   (Elisha,6  Samuel,5 
Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Feb.  15, 
181 1,  m.  Nov.  24,    1833,    John  Sever,   b.    — , 
d.  December  29,  1854. 
Helen,8  b.  October  8,  1834,  d.  July  9,  1835. 

(29)  Nancy  Seaverns,7  (Abijah,6  Josiah,5  Samuel,4  Sam- 
uel,3 Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Oct.  1,  1796,  d.  Nov. 
27,  1878,  m.  Dec.  10,  1816,  Henry  Hatch,  b. 
July  30,  1798,  d.  July  7,  i860. 

Jamaica  Plain,   Mass. 
Elizabeth  Ann,8  b.  Oct.  15,  1825,  d.  April  28,  18-5. 

(36)  Sarah  White  Seaverns,7  (Josiah,6  Josiah,5  Samuel,4 
Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Nov.  29,  1805,  d. 
Jan.  20,  1887,  m.  Oct.  9,  1834,  Joseph  War- 
ren Merriam,  b.  August  12,  1803,  d.  August 
12,  1879. 

Boston,   Mass. 

Joseph  Warren,8  b.  September  7,  1835. 
Edwin,8  b.  Oct.  19,  1837,  d.  June,  1874,    m.    1862,  Caro- 
line Starbuck. 
Ellen  Maria,8  b.  October  19,  1847,   m.    1868,   George  Al- 
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'    bert  Sherman,  d.  — ,  m.  Oct.    3,    1882,    Fred- 
eric Winslow. 

(43)  Sarah  Elizabeth  Seaverns,7  (Charles/'  Josiah,5 
Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Dec. 
25,  1818,  d.  May  22,  1886,  m.  Sept.  13,  1843, 
William  Adams,  b.  April  5,  1810,  d.  October 
20,  1885. 
William  Howard,8  b.  Aug.  9,  1844,  d.  May  28,  1846. 

Martha  Elizabeth,8  b.  March  19,  1847. 

Ella  Georgiana,8  b.  Sept.  25,  1849,  d.  July  5,  1871. 

(45)  Mary  Caroline  Seaverns,7  (Charles,6  Josiah,5  Sam- 
uel,4 Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b.  Nov.  18, 
1823,  d.  April  16,  1876,  m.  Feb.  3,  1852,  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  Hawley,  b.  Dec.  7,  1808,  d. 
Aug.  23,  1887,  son    of    Benjamin    and    Ursula 

(Smith)  Hawley. 

Bristol,  'Conn. 

Benjamin  Franklin,8  b.  December  23,    1853,  m.  Nov.  27, 

1878,  Helen  A.  Ely. 
Mary  Fuller,8  b.  June  15,  1857. 
Dwight  Humphrey,8  b.  January  28,  18^3. 

(22)     Nellie  Seaverns,8  (Abijah/Abijah,6  Josiah,5  Samuel,4 

Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)   b.    Jan.    22,    1845, 

dau.  of  Abijah  and  Sophia  (Taft)  Seaverns,  m. 

Oct.  21,  1868,    Henry  Elvin  Updike,  b.  Nov. 

19,  1840,  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Trowbridge) 

Updike. 

Chicago,   Ills. 
Henry  Seaverns,9  b.  July  28,  1869. 

Philip  Bayard,9  b.  April  15,  1874. 

Abbie  Taft,9  b.  September  17,  1877. 

(29)  Helen  Malvina  Seaverns,8  (Charles  H.,7  Charles,6 
Josiah,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1)  b. 
Sept.  26,  1833,  d.  — ,  m.  April  14,  1853,  Jon- 
athan W.  Bailey,  b.  May  5,  1832,  d.  Novem- 
ber 4,  1888. 

Boston,    Mass. 
He  enlisted  September,  1863,  in  Co.    F.   43rd  Regiment  Massachu- 
setts Vol.  Infantry  ;  appointed  Corporal,   in   the   war   of   the  Rebellion  ; 
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was  discharged  from  the  service  the  following  November  by  reason  of 
disability.  He  was  a  member  of  Konohassett  Lodge  F.  and  A.  M.,  and 
Post  No.  31,  G.  A.  R.     Also  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Willard  Lester,  b.  February  12,  1865. 

Helen  Miriam,  b.  October  29,  1866,  m.  February  8,  1888, 

Samuel  A.  Agnew,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Willard  L.  engaged  with  the  firm  of  J.  W.  Bailey  &  Co.,  of  Boston, 
July,  1883.  January,  1886,  he  was  taken  into  the  partnership  of  the  firm, 
which  afterwards  sold  to  another  Company,  of  which  he  was  elected 
Treasurer,  which  position  he  now  occupies — 1890. 

(15)  Mary  Updike  Seaverns,9  (Geo.  A.,8  Abijah,7  Abijah,6 
Josisiah,5  Samuel,*  Samuel,3  Joseph,2  John,1) 
b.  November  4,  1861,  m.  December  2,  1884, 
Richard  H.  Mabbatt,  b.  March  31,  1859. 

Chicago,    Ills. 
Richard  Holway,10  b.  July  16,  1887. 
Kennett  Seaverns,10  b.  January  15,  1889. 

(36)  Jennie  P.  Seaverns,9  (Charles  P.,8  Charles  H.,7 
Charles,6  Josiah,5  Samuel,4  Samuel,3  Joseph,2 
John,1)  b.  February  9,  1865,  m.  February  24, 
1887,  Arthur  H.  Gould,  b.  Oct.  3,  1868. 

Malden,   Mass. 
Arthur  Herbert,  b.  January  22,  ii 


Note. — The  biographical  sketches  on  this  and  the  following  page 
were  not  received  in  time  to  be  inserted  in  their  proper  place,  and  are 
therefore  given  in  this  form. 


(12)  Abijah  Seaverns,  Senior,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Weston,  Mass.,  in  1765,  where  he  passed  his  boyhood  life 
on  his  father's  farm  during  the  long  Revolutionary  struggle,  in  which  he 
became  inured  to  all  the  hardships  and  privitations  experienced  by  the 
Colonies  all  through  these  years.  Though  of  lawful  age  to  do  military 
duty  before  the  close  of  the  war,  it  is  not  known  that  he  was  enlisted  in 
the  service.  After  the  close  of  the  war  and  peace  declared,  he  purchas- 
ed a  farm  at  Jamaica  Plain,  (1803)  where  he  lived  and  died.  His  farm 
was  what  now  would  be  called  a  "truck  "farm,  all  the  produce  from 
which  was  marketed  in  Boston. 

His  life  was  that  of  a  plain,  practical  farmer  of  his  day,  doing  things 
in  his  own  way.  He  was  of  a  genial  disposition,  friendly  in  all  his  inter- 
course, a  good  citizen,  universally  respected,  but  withal  he  was  a  great 
sufferer  from  asthma  for  some  of  the  later  years  of  his  life.  So  great  was 
his  suffering  at  times,  the  only  way  he  could  get  any  relief  and  breathe 
was  to  bend  forward  and  press  his  chest  upon  the  back  of  a  kitchen  chair, 
turned  backwards,  and  in  this  way  walk  himself  about  the  room.  He 
bore  his  sufferings  cheerfully  and  without  complaining,  not  especially  de- 
pendent upon  sympathy  for  good  cheer.  The  old  house  standing  on  the 
farm  when  he  purchased  it,  is  still  standing,  (1891)  and  has  a  good,  sub- 
stantial, living  look  yet,  although  it  must  be  fully  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five years  old.  It  was  in  this  old  homestead  that  the  children  and 
grand-children  were  brought  together  to  partake  of  the  annual  Thanks- 
giving dinner,  a  festival  he  very  much  enjoyed.  He  had  an  especial 
fondness  for  his  grand-children,  and  was  ever  on  the  watch  lest  some 
larm  might  befall  them  on  these  festive  occasions.  A  single  instance 
\vill  illustrate  this  characteristic,  which  happened  as  follows  :  two  of  his 
grandsons,  brothers,  one  seven  and  the  other  five  years  of  age,  had  each 
a  new  pocket  knife  with  rather  sharp  pointed  blades,  and  fearing  the 
boys  might  be  hurt  with  them,  "  grand-pa"  took  the  knives  and  broke  the 
I  ints  off,  an  act  which  rendered  that  Thanksgiving  festival  one  long  to 
b  remembered  by  reason  of  the  sorely  wounded  feelings  of  the  boys,  but 
a  act  done  in  kindness  and  love  for  them.  Such  was  a  characteristic  of 
h     whole  life — kind  to  all. 


(29)  Nancy  (Seaverns)  Hatch  was  in  many  respects  a  most  remarka- 
ble woman.  Her  husband  was  an  ideal  gentleman,  never  did  any  work, 
and  to  look  at  him,  one  would  say  he  never  should.  He  was  one  who 
might  well  be  compared  in  style  with  Beau  Brummell.  He  inherited  a 
good  property  from  his  father,  Crowell  Hatch,  of  Boston,  who  was  a  large 
ship-owner.  At  his  death  he  left  a  sufficient  income  to  supply  all  of  her 
needs  and  free  her  from  all  cencern  in  the  future.  She  was  ever  mindful 
of  the  poor  and  needy,  using  all  her  income,  accruing  from  her  property, 
for  the  supply  of  the  needs  of  the  poor,  the  suffering  and  the  destitute. 
It  may  be  truly  said  of  her  that  she  denied  herself  all  extravagance  for 
charity's  sake.  She  was  an  active  member  of  Rev.  Dr.  Huntington's 
Church,  (Unitarian)  of  Washington  street,  Boston,  for  many  years.  She 
had  a  remarkable  faculty  of  retaining  clearly  in  her  mind  his  discours- 
es and  repeating  them  afterwards.  Her  residence  was  on  Orange  street, 
Boston,  where  all  of  her  out-of-town  relations  were  wont  to  call,  always 
receiving  a  warm  welcome,  with  almost  the  stereotyped  declaration,  "  I 
am  afraid  we  shall  have  to  dine  on  a  picked-up  dinner,  as  it  so  happens, 
to-day,"  but  the  result  was  always  as  invariable  as  the  declaration  that  a 
good  dinner  followed,  if  it  was  "picked-up."  Her  servant,  Julia,  who 
lived  with  her  over  twenty  years,  was  not  only  a  good  cook,  but  knew 
well  how  to  get  up  a   "  picked-up-dinner"  practically. 

Mrs.  Hatch,  during  her  later  years,  lived  at  Jamaica  Plain,  where  she 
built  herself  a  nice  home  on  the  old  farm  which  her  father  purchased  in 
1803.  Few  were  the  women  of  her  day,  or  even  now,  who  were  so  cool 
and  calm  under  all  circumstances  as  she  ;  nothing  seemed  to  excite  her. 
For  many  years  her  husband  was  subject  to  epilepsy,  and  rarely  left  his 
home.  She  having  learned  the  premonitory  symptoms  of  an  attack,  she 
would  run  to  his  aid,  lay  him  carefully  on  the  floor,  unloose  his  clothing 
and  let  him  lie,  and  go  about  her  work  as  coolly  as  before,  knowing  it 
was  all  she  could  do.  Her  sister  Caroline  lived  with  her  for  many  years 
before  she  died,  being  altogether  dependent  upon  her.  After  living  to- 
gether for  so  many  years,  both  were  taken  down  with  pneumonia  at  the 
same  time  and  both  died,  one  at  night  and  the  other  the  next  morning, 
each  not  knowing  the  other  was  sick,  and  both  were  buried  at  the  same 
time. 

The  great  sorrow  of  Mrs.  Hatch's  life  was  the  death  of  her  daughter, 
an  only  child.  So  stricken  with  grief  was  she  that  for  a  time  her  family 
feared  for  her  reason,  but  finally  found  great  relief  in  writing  poetry. 
Her  correspondence  with  friends  in  after  years  was  not  unfrequently  car- 
ried on  in  verse,  detailing  all  the  news  as  clearly  and  fully  as  though  writ- 
ten in  prose,  and  though  now  dead,  her  good  works  do  follow  her. 


(30)  Abijah  Seaverns  was  born  at  Jamaica  Plain.  He  never  espe- 
cially liked  hard  work  when  a  young  man,  as  his  wife  used  to  say,  but 
managed  to  make  money  all  the  same,  and  after  all  did  a  good  deal  of 
hard  work.  He  was  very  conservative  in  his  business,  would  not  take 
any  risks.  No  doubt  he  was  right,  for  he  had  all  he  wanted,  and  left  a 
competency  for  his  family,  and  what  more  could  one  desire  ?  Had  he 
taken  his  wife's  advice  he  would  have  accumulated  more  than  he  did. 

There  was  a  double  lot  on  the  corner  of  School  street  and  Province 
Court,  in  Boston,  opposite  the  City  Hall,  where  he  did  business  for  26 
years,  which  his  wife  urged  him  to  buy,  and  which  he  could  have  done 
at  a  very  low  figure  with  a  small  amount  down.  But  no  use.  "  I  take 
no  risks,"  which  had  he  done,  would  have  made  to  him  a  very  large 
profit.  He  was  a  good  business  man,  just  and  correct  in  all  his  dealings, 
but  he  had  one  important  trait  for  a  business  man.  The  first  question 
with  him  was,  "  How  much  am  I  to  make  out  of  this  ?"  He  always  liked 
to  make  a  good  trade,  but  he  wanted  the  other  party  satisfied. 

In  his  later  life  he  used  to  sell  broom-corn  for  his  sons  in  Chicago, 
and  charged  10  per  cent,  commission.  Ordinarily  that  was  not  too  much, 
as  it  was  rather  slow  work.  But  once  when  broom-corn  was  scarce  and 
very  high,  $500  per  ton,  his  sons  wrote  him  that  they  thought  10  per 
cent,  a  little  high,  as  the  commission  come  to  about  $500  per  car.  "  Oh, 
well,"  he  replied,  "  I  can  fix  that  all  right.  I  can  sell  it  for  less  money, 
then  the  commission  will  not  be  as  much,"  a  conclusion  which  they  left 
to  him  without  further  suggestions. 

He  enjoyed  life  with  his  family  in  a  cheerful,  happy  home,  above 
the  average — passed  47  years  of  wedded  life  with  his  companion  of  early 
days,  who  still  survives  him,  (1891)  and  yet  is  hale  and  vigorous  to  a 
most  remarkable  degree. 

He  was  a  good  shot,  and  his  sporting  trips  to  Exeter  for  woodcock 
and  Cape  Cod  marshes  for  plover  were  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  him. 
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